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EDITORIAL
EDITORIAL BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL  

Dear readers,

I must confess that I have some information that I really would love to share with you: the answers to the 

questionnaires that you (more than 500!) answered after the annual conference that we held in Belfast. It is 

really a good feeling to manage EAAP when I read the comments from the questionnaire. A detailed analysis 

of the answers will be sent to you likely with the next Newsletter. I do not want to spend too much time to 

say what happened in Belfast (more than 1500 participants, more than 70 sessions, a brilliant Plenary Session, 

one EU Commissioner for the first time participating to our meeting, etc.) because the success was clear to 

everyone participating (at least this is described in the answers to the questionnaire), I want instead to list and to 

thank those who made Belfast among the most successful EAAP annual meeting. First of all I want to thank the 

participants, the speakers, the authors. The level of scientific discussion was at a very high level. Everything else 

around was made just to facilitate the performances of participants, speakers, authors. The British organizers 

also did a great job to support the meetings and sessions. The conference centre was one of the best we 

had ever experienced. The sponsors were numerous and supportive (generous I should say…) and they were 

online with the scientific aims we have in EAAP. Among the EAAP internal groups, of course I like to recognize 

the Scientific Committee (including Study Commissions and Working Groups) who prepared a very interesting 

animal science program. The Council, with proper management of the organization, facilitates also the success 

of the conference. Last but not least, the constant support of the members of EAAP. 

Talking specifically about science, Belfast meeting was among the most successful ones. The quality of every 

kind of the sessions was very high, including the discovery, challenge and industry sessions were well attended 

and well appreciated. The plenary sessions attracted up to 800 participants and were of high quality. I also 

noticed, very satisfactorily, the large participation of the young scientists: more than 50% of participants has 40 

years old or younger. 

The discussions for the next meeting in Tallinn have already started and I am sure that the success of Belfast 

will be attractive for all next-years meetings. Please be ready to come next year to present and discuss your 

scientific results with the animal science community!
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Three New Council Members 

During Belfast meeting, the General Assembly 
elected three new members of the Council. The 
new members are Isabel Casasùs (Spain), Veronika 
Maurer (Switzerland) and Mogens Vestergaard 
(Denmark). They will have a term of office of four 
years and their role is extremely important, the 
Council is in fact the management body of the 
organization. We wish them good work for all the 
important activities and decisions that they will be 
asked to perform in the next four years. They will 
replace Nuno Brito e Vieira (Portugal), Matthias Gauly 
(Germany) and Martin Scholten (the Netherlands). 
Our special thanks to Nuno, Matthias and Martin. 
In the years in which they were members, we were 
able to have the benefit of the expertise and the 
willingness that they put in managing EAAP. As 
everyone knows, Matthias Gauly will remain in the 
Council as President. 

Isabel Casasùs

Veronika Maurer

Mogens Vestergaard

Changes in the Scientific Committee team!

TThe Scientific Committee of EAAP is composed 
by the Presidents of each Study Commissions and 
chaired by the Vice-President for Scientific affair 
who is member of the Council. The chair is currently 
Mike Coffey (United Kingdom). This year, there were 
two Presidents of Study Commissions who ended 
their terms of reference, Charlotte Lauridsen (Pig 
SC) and Gert Van Duinkerken (Nutrition SC). The 
Council considering the strategic importance of 
both Commissions and, after long evaluation and 
in cooperation with the relative Study Commissions, 
proposed to the General Assembly Egbert Knol (the 
Netherlands) and Giovanni Savoini (Italy) to be 
elected for three years term respectively President 
of the Pig and Nutrition Study Commission. The 

NEWS FROM EAAP
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General Assembly just in these days approved the 
decision to elect Egbert Knol and Giovanni Savoini. 
Finally the current list of the EAAP Presidents of the 
Study Commissions is:

Cattle Production: M. Klopcic (Slovenia)

Genetics: E. Strandberg (Sweden)

Health and Welfare: H. Spoolder (the Netherlands)

Horse Production: A.S. Santos (Portugal)

Insects: T. Veldkamp (the Netherlands)

Livestock Farming Systems: M. Tichit (France)

Nutrition: G. Savoini (Italy)

Physiology: H. Sauerwein (Germany)

Pig Production: E. Knol (the Netherlands) 

Precision Livestock Farming: I. Halachmi (Israel)

Sheep and Goat Production: J. Conington (United 
Kingdom)

Please notice that for the first time the new Study 
Commissions on “Insects” and on “Precision 
Livestock Farming” are part of the list of EAAP SCs.
This list and other information about Study 
Commissions can be found at EAAP website (www.
eaap.org)

Egbert Knol

Giovanni Savoini

Teun Veldkamp

Ilan Halachmi

http://www.eaap.org
http://www.eaap.org
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New elected members of the Study Commissions

During the Belfast annual meeting, the Council 
following the proposals of the Study Commissions 
and the suggestions and votes coming from the 
individual members, elected new members of the 
Study Commissions:

Michael Lee – Vice President for the Livestock 
Farming Systems Commission

Monika Zehetmeier – Secretary for the Livestock 
Farming Systems Commission

Sam Millet – Vice President for the Pig Commission
Paolo Trevisi – Secretary for the Pig Commission

Isabelle Louveau – Vice President for the Physiology 
Commission

Pierre-Michel Rosner – Industry Representative for 
the Animal Health and Welfare Commission

Stefano Messori – Secretary for the Animal Health 
and Welfare Commission

Eleni Tsiplakou – Vice President for the Nutrition 
Commission

Roselinde Goselink – Secretary for the Nutrition 
Commission

Massimo De Marchi – Secretary for the Cattle 
Commission

Ray Keatinge – Industry Representative for Cattle 
Commission

Alessio Cecchinato – Secretary for the Genetic 
Commission

Melissa Cox – Industry Representative for Horse 
Commission

Klemen Potocnik – Vice President for the Horse 
Commission

John Yates – Industry Representative for the Sheep 
and Goat Commission

The Study Commissions are the key groups for 
the Scientific Activities of EAAP. We all rely on the 
volunteer work of the members of Study Commissions. 
This year there was a strong competition to enter in 
the SC and this will put our organization in the safe 
side: we have many young talented and dedicated 
persons ready to support EAAP!
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Agreement between EAAP and Ajinomoto Eurolysine

EAAP is pleased to announce that we signed on 
September 30th an agreement with Ajinomoto 
Eurolysine to organize a very interesting workshop 
on the use of amino-acids for integrating animal 
feedings. Ajinomoto Eurolysine is a world leading 
company in the production, among other products, 
of amino-acids. The conference will be held in Paris 
on September 28th and 29th, 2017. 
The most well-known experts will be invited to discuss 
with the participants to the workshop.
We expect large participation of animal feeding 
industry representatives as well as researchers. Still 
the number of participants is fixed at maximum 250 
therefore we suggest you to register for the workshop, 
as soon as the program and the registration will be 
decided and will become public through EAAP 
dissemination tools (Website, Newsletter, Tweet, 
etc.)

The EU-PLF project held final conference

Few days ago, on September 29th, in Brussels the 
final conference of the EU supported project 
named EU-PLF was held. At the meeting there 
were around 150 participants. EAAP is particularly 
proud of having being member of the consortium 
managing this project and because, in particular, 
we were in charge of dissemination. EU-PLF (where 
PLF stays for Precision Livestock Farming) aimed at 
increasing animal production through the use of on-
farm technologies and therefore dissemination and 
application is a crucial step for the success of the 
project and EAAP lead this specific work package. 
We were able to confirm the role of EAAP not only as 
a network of scientists but also of European livestock 
industries. More information about this project are in 
the “Industry” chapter of this Newsletter.

Dunixi Gabiña retirement

September 30th was the last working day of the 
extraordinary career of Dunixi Gabiña (Spain). Duni 
(this is the way the friends call him) had a great 
career as animal scientist and particularly for small 
ruminants, genetic, reproduction rate, etc. Duni 

had always been a great resource for EAAP. He 
was Council member, Vice-President, members at 
different levels of Study Commissions, chair of the 
Scientific Committee and, recently he was one 
of the four experts Forward Looking Group that 
produced the Report utilized to plan the future for 
EAAP. He had also been awarded with the EAAP 
Distinguished Service Award in 2011.
We want to thank him for dedicating his time and his 
expertise for our European organization. Personally, 
it has been a real pleasure to work with him. Now 
we want to wish him to enjoy life with all the many 
activities he plans to do in the second part of his life.

       

Dunixi Gabiña

EAAP PORTRAIT

  Pauline Aad (Lebanon)
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Dr. Pauline Aad is currently the President of “Young 
EAAP Club”. This club is taking care of the Young and 
Early Career scientists at the EAAP, and Pauline, with 
board members Christian Lambertz and Anamarija 
Smetko, has rallied young researchers to join EAAP 
and participate in customized career guidance 
and succession planning activities at the EAAP 
annual meetings. She also has led “Young EAAP 
Club” into gaining more visibility in social media and 
during the meetings. 
Pauline, with her team of graduate students and 
collaborators in Lebanon and the USA, is researching 
the effect of nutrition and heat stress on small 
ruminant reproduction using both molecular and 
applied methods; environmental contaminants 
especially heavy metals and their relationship 
to animal reproduction, bioaccumulation, and 
overall animal health using the mouse model; and 
the female estrous cycle using both the sheep 
and goat model. She has published 18 peer 
reviewed papers and more than 50 conference 
proceedings. Pauline promotes animal research 
in Lebanon by collaborating with researchers 
from agriculture research institutes (LARI and 
ICARDA) and Lebanese universities (UL, USJ, USEK), 
encourages undergraduate and graduate students 
to publish and present at national and international 
conferences, and assists them in placing in 
graduate programs worldwide. Pauline is currently 
faculty member in the Department of Sciences at 
Notre Dame University-Louaize, Lebanon, and holds 
a Ph.D., in Animal Breeding and Reproduction, and 

a MS in animal reproduction both from Oklahoma 
State University, USA and a Diploma of Agriculture 
Engineering in animal production from the Lebanese 
University.
She took her tasks within EAAP with a lot of 
enthusiasm. Also thanks to Pauline and to the small 
board group of the young club, EAAP can celebrate 
a much larger participation to our annual meetings, 
in fact in the last two annual meetings more than 
50% of participants are 40 years old or younger. 
And this is an incredible result if compared to the 
image that EAAP had some years ago. We, in EAAP, 
must thank Pauline for her commitment and her 
enthusiasm in taking care of her important duties 
for our organization.

NEWS FROM INDUSTRY

Final conference of the EU-PLF project

“One hundred and thirty two people from 17 
countries attended the EU-PLF final project 
conference, including farmers, research institutions, 
industry, other stakeholders from the livestock 
production chains, PLF providers, decision makers 
and NGOs. The project demonstrated and final 
conference highlighted that laboratory-developed 
PLF tools can be fully operational on farms and 
shared with the delegates how the Precision 
Livestock Farming (PLF) can bring value to the 
farmers and other stakeholders in the production 
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chains.
 
The European Union project EU-PLF (Value Creation 
through Precision Livestock Farming) held its final 
conference in Brussels on 29th September.
 
PLF is to develop management tools based upon 
continuously and automatically monitoring animal 
welfare, health, environmental impact and 
production in real-time.
 
For broilers, PLF tools based on camera observations 
have the capacity to deliver early warnings to 
the farmers in case of unexpected changes in 
the livestock house. More than 95 % of occurring 
problems had an influence on the behaviour of 
the broiler and were consequently alarmed by the 
eYenamic camera system. It also has the potential 
to automate welfare monitoring, particularly 
regarding leg problems and the quality of the 
relationship between human and animals. The 
real-time monitoring of sound can provide early 
warnings of the risk of growth retardation. There is 
hope that PLF tools can also help in reducing the 
emission of dust and ammonia but this needs further 
research.
 
Camera-based tools have the capacity to monitor 
the weight of pigs, their drinking behaviour and 
their activity. Sound monitoring is very effective in 
detecting incoming respiratory problems 2 to 12 
days before the farmer notices the problem in pigs 
and calves. This is very valuable in order to avoid full 
development of the disease in the barn. Even more, 
the technology can help to test the efficiency of 
vaccine treatment.
 
The EU-PLF project also demonstrated that 
positioning tools can provide more information than 
just the localisation of dairy cows in the shed and 
heat detection. They have the potential to bring 
valuable help in monitoring animal welfare through 
feeding management, early warning of health 
problems and surveillance of resting behaviour.
 
Models to calculate or assess tangible, semi tangible 
and intangible benefits brought by PLF technology 
to the farmers or the whole production chains have 

been developed within the EU-PLF project. They will 
assist farmers in making decisions to purchase PLF 
tools. Conversely they will also help PLF providers to 
assess the extent to which their product can bring 
added value to the farmer.
 
During the conference, farmers who tested the 
PLF tools on their farms during the project gave 
their testimonies on the advantages they received 
from the PLF technologies; they also gave precious 
insights on the limits of the technology in its current 
stage of development and the progress that has still 
to be achieved.
 
The EU-PLF project was also instrumental in creating 
awareness on PLF technologies through Smart 
Farming Innovation days, coaching SME teams 
and prototypes. An important achievement of the 
project was the help it provided in the creation of 4 
spin-off companies that are now in the PLF market. 
All four companies gave their testimonies during the 
final conference.
 
The biggest result of the project is the awareness 
that PLF technology will be applied globally and is 
envisaged as a trend that will be part of the world-
wide livestock market. Five years ago many people 
still perceived the PLF technology as utopian; these 
days, however, a paradigm shift has occurred and 
people now see the potential.
 
To know more on the results and achievements of 
the EU-PLF project, please visit the project website 
at www.eu-plf.eu that is managed by EAAP, as 
leader of the dissemination activities of the project.

One Health concept presented by OIE

Introduced at the beginning of the millennium, the 
“One Health” concept expresses in a few words 
the acknowledgement that human health and 
animal health are interdependent and related to 
the ecosystems in which they coexist, according to 
an announcement from the World Organization for 
Animal Health (OIE).
Diseases of animal origin that can be transmitted to 
humans, such as avian influenza, rabies, Rift Valley 
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fever and brucellosis, pose global threats to public 
health. Other diseases that are mainly transmitted 
from person to person also circulate in animals or 
have a known animal reservoir and are susceptible 
to causing serious health crises, as the recent 
epidemic of Ebola virus demonstrated. These risks 
grow stronger with globalization, climate change 
and changes in human behaviour, all of which 
provide opportunities for pathogens to colonize 
new areas and evolve into new forms, OIE said.
OIE noted that this concept requires a global 
collaborative approach to tackle the risks to 
human, animal and environmental health as a 
whole, and takes action accordingly. It builds on 
its intergovernmental standards and the worldwide 
information on animal health that it gathers, as 
well as its network of international experts and 
programs for strengthening the capacities of 
national veterinary services. Moreover, OIE works in 
collaboration with more than 70 other international 
organizations, in particular those that play a key 
role at the human/animal/environmental interface.
OIE has launched a new web portal that brings 
together the tools OIE has developed to control 
worldwide animal health risks more effectively, 
presenting the actions taken with its partner 
organizations — in particular, the World Health 
Organization and the U.N. Food & Agriculture 
Organization, within the framework of the Tripartite 
Alliance — as well as the tools used by stakeholders 
on the ground to support the joint work of the 

human health and animal health services.
On the web portal, one page is dedicated to 
OIE’s communication tools, which are aimed 
at diverse audiences and include fact sheets, 
explanatory tools, videos and press releases, as well 
as information on various events related to the One 
Health theme.
The portal can be accessed at www.oie.int/
onehealth 

Spread of Antimicrobial resistance in food and in 
farms tackled at United Nations

World leaders signalled Sept. 21 an unprecedented 
level of attention to curb the spread of infections 
that are resistant to antimicrobial medicines. 
Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) happens when 
bacteria, viruses, parasites and fungi develop 
resistance against medicines that were previously 
able to cure them.
For the first time, heads of state committed to taking 
a broad, coordinated approach to address the root 
causes of AMR across multiple sectors, especially 
human health, animal health and agriculture. This is 
only the fourth time a health issue has been taken 
up by the U.N. General Assembly (the others were 
HIV, non-communicable diseases and Ebola).
The high-level meeting was convened by the 
president of the 71st session of the U.N. General 
Assembly, H.E. Peter Thomson, who said AMR 
“threatens the achievement of the ‘Sustainable 

http://www.oie.int/onehealth
http://www.oie.int/onehealth
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Development Goals’ and requires a global response. 
Member states have today agreed upon a strong 
political declaration that provides a good basis for 
the international community to move forward. No 
one country, sector or organization can address this 
issue alone.”
Countries reaffirmed their commitment to develop 
national action plans on AMR, based on the 
“Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance” 
— the blueprint for tackling AMR developed in 
2015 by the U.N. World Health Organization (WHO), 
in coordination with the U.N. Food & Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) and the World Organization 
for Animal Health (OIE). Such plans are needed to 
understand the full scale of the problem and stop 
the misuse of antimicrobial medicines in human 
health, animal health and agriculture.
Leaders recognized the need for stronger systems to 
monitor drug-resistant infections and the volume of 
antimicrobials used in humans, animals and crops, 
as well as increased international cooperation and 
funding.
They pledged to strengthen regulation of 
antimicrobials, improve knowledge and awareness 
and promote best practices, as well as to foster 
innovative approaches using alternatives to 
antimicrobials and new technologies for diagnosis 
and vaccines.
AMR “poses a fundamental threat to human health, 
development and security. The commitments made 
today must now be translated into swift, effective, 
life-saving actions across the human, animal and 
environmental health sectors. We are running out 
of time,” WHO director-general Dr Margaret Chan 
said.
Common and life-threatening infections like 
pneumonia, gonorrhoea and post-operative 
infections, as well as HIV, tuberculosis and malaria, 
are increasingly becoming untreatable because 
of AMR. Left unchecked, AMR is predicted to have 
significant social, health security and economic 
repercussions that will seriously undermine the 
development of countries.
The high levels of AMR already seen in the world 
today are the result of overuse and misuse of 
antibiotics and other antimicrobials in humans, 
animals (including farmed fish) and crops, as well 
as the spread of residues of these medicines in soil, 

crops and water.
“AMR is a problem not just in our hospitals but on our 
farms and in our food, too. Agriculture must shoulder 
its share of responsibility both by using antimicrobials 
more responsibly and by cutting down on the need 
to use them through good farm hygiene,” FAO 
director-general Dr Jose Graziano da Silva said.
OIE director-general Dr Monique Eloit added, 
“Effective and accessible antibiotics are as vital 
for protecting animal health and welfare and 
good veterinary medicine as they are for human 
health. We urge national authorities to strongly 
support all sectors involved, through promotion 
of responsible and prudent use, good practices 
and implementation of established standards and 
guidelines.”
Leaders at the U.N. meeting called on WHO, FAO 
and OIE, in collaboration with development banks 
such as World Bank and other relevant stakeholders, 
to coordinate their planning and actions and 
to report back to the U.N. General Assembly in 
September 2018.
Countries called for better use of existing, cost-
effective tools for preventing infections in humans 
and animals. These include immunization, safe 
water and sanitation and good hygiene in hospitals 
and animal husbandry. Putting in place systems to 
ensure more appropriate use of existing and new 
antibiotics is also essential.
In addition, they highlighted market failures and 
called for new incentives for investment in research 
and development of new, effective and affordable 
medicines, rapid diagnostic tests and other 
important therapies to replace those that are losing 
their power.
They stressed that affordability and access to 
existing and new antibiotics, vaccines and other 
medical tools should be a global priority and should 
take into account the needs of all countries.

Also recently, World Bank Group issued a report, 
“Drug Resistant Infections: A Threat to Our Economic 
Future,” that shows that a high-case scenario of AMR 
could cause low-income countries to lose more 
than 5% of their gross domestic product and push 
as many as 28 million people, mostly in developing 
countries, into poverty by 2050.
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Conferences, Workshops, Meetings

October 16th- 21st, 2016

IDF World Dairy Summit in Rotterdam (the 
Netherlands)

The Organizing Committee of the IDF World 
Dairy Summit 2016 ‘Dare to Dairy’ in Rotterdam, 
Netherlands, has disclosed details of the programme 
http://www.idfwds2016.com/index.php/program-
dates. Different from other Summits, ‘Dare to Dairy’ 
will be joined by high-level keynote speakers 
from outside the dairy sector, including leading 
representatives of non-governmental organizations. 

The World Dairy Summit 2016 facilitates the dialogue 
between the stakeholders in and around the global 
dairy sector. In line with this theme, the marketing 
sessions provide insights from outside.
Communicating in the dairy world in the 21st century 
requires the use of varied communication channels: 
during the conference, focus will be given on these 
channels.

• Steve Lerch from Google USA will talk about 
new digital trends and possibilities for stakeholder 
involvement in marketing and communication. 
Lerch discovers the top trends that Google is 

watching across categories like food, health, and 
family. (Wednesday 19th October)

• Lessons from non-dairy marketing will also be 
taught by Chris Parker of Cool Experience USA. 
Parker works with companies around the world to 
embrace digital opportunities in the age of the 
customer. (Tuesday 18th October)

• Brand and generic marketing of dairy will be 
discussed by Berndt Kodden of Friesland Campina 
and prof. dr. Reo Fukuda of the Japanese Gakushuin 
University. (Tuesday 18th October)
To obtain more information, please visit http://www.
idfwds2016.com/index.php/registration/

October 26th-27th, 2016

PhenoDays in Berlin (Germany)

The phenotyping conference will be held this year 
in Berlin. As always, this will be an interesting and 
well-attended event with delegates and speakers 
from academia and industry across the world. The 
first day will focus on laboratory and greenhouse 
phenotyping and the second day on field 
phenotyping. The conference participants aim to 
present new science, including new research and 
new applications for both automated and manual 
phenotyping.

http://www.idfwds2016.com/index.php/program-dates
http://www.idfwds2016.com/index.php/program-dates
http://www.idfwds2016.com/index.php/registration
http://www.idfwds2016.com/index.php/registration
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PhenoDays 2016 will be held at the Hotel Nhow, 
Berlin. To register and to see the sessions’ program 
now you can visit the specific website: www.
phenodays.com

December 12th – 15th, 2016

International Symposium on Alternatives to 
Antibiotics in Paris (France)

The 2nd Symposium on Alternatives to Antibiotics will 
be held in Paris on December 12-15. The title of this 
symposium is: Challenges and Solutions in Animal 
Production. The locations at the World Organisation 
in Animal Health venue in Paris.

February 22nd – 25th, 2017

Session of the Sudan Poultry Expo in Khartoum 
(Sudan)

The 9th Session of the Sudan Poultry Expo (SPE) will 
be held on February at Khartoum International Fair 
Ground. SPE is a major specialized event dedicated 
to development of poultry, livestock and agricultural 
production in Sudan and Africa. SPE 9th Session will 
witness a dramatically change in topics discussed 
as well as in exhibitors and visitors due to constant 
development of livestock production and in 
particular of poultry industry in Sudan. The meeting 
is planned at Sudan Chamber of Commerce. The 
exhibition is one of the largest in Africa. In 2015 there 
were 165 international exhibitors, with 60.000 visitors.

May 21st – 24th, 2017

International Symposium on Emissions of Gas and 
Dust from Livestock in Saint-Malo (France)

The 3rd International Symposium on Emissions of Gas 
and Dust from Livestock (EMILI 2017) will be held 
on May 2017 in Saint-Malo. EMILI 2017 will be an 
opportunity to share the latest scientific advances 
in research on gas (ammonia, GHG, odours) and 

dust emissions from Livestock and will contribute to 
provide information that industry and governments 
need to achieve cost-effective gas.

June 12th – 14thth, 2017

European Symposium on South American Camelids 
in Assisi PG (Italy)

The 7th European Symposium on South American 
Camelids and 3rd European Meeting on Fibre 
Animals will be held in Assisi, Italy. Following the 
tradition of previous events, the Symposium will 
cover a broad range of topics related to the 
breeding and keeping of South American domestic 
and wild Camelids, wool sheep, Cashmere and 
Angora goats, Angora rabbit and all other fibre 
mammals in Europe and in the World. The invitation 
to participants interested in all fibre-producing 
animals is expected to stimulate the exchange of 
knowledge and thus enabling their expertise to be 
implemented on a more general scale. There will be 
scientific sessions about Sustainable development 
and climate change, Biodiversity, Breeding and 
genetics, Reproduction and pathology, Nutrition, 
Meat and fibre production and Fibre metrology.

June 25th- 28th, 2017

ADSA in Pittsburgh (USA)

The 2017 American Dairy Science Association will 
be held for the first time in many years separately 
from the ASAS conference. It will be end of June in 
Pittsburgh. For more information, please visit: http://
www.adsa.org/Meetings/ADSAMeetings.aspx

September 6th-8th, 2017

WAFL international scientific conference in 
Wageningen (the Netherlands)

http://www.phenodays.com
http://www.phenodays.com
http://www.adsa.org/Meetings/ADSAMeetings.aspx
http://www.adsa.org/Meetings/ADSAMeetings.aspx
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WAFL will be held from 6-8 September 2017 
at Wageningen (the Netherlands) and will be 
organized by the Wageningen Centre for Animal 
Welfare and Adaptation (CAWA) in collaboration 
with Van Hall Larenstein University of Applied 
Science. Some topic that will be discussed are: 
Welfare assessment protocols; Precision Farming and 
other new techniques for welfare measurements; 
Statistical methods to deal with large amounts 
of data; Genetics and welfare; Communication 
to consumers and welfare labelling. Please visit 
the website http://www.wafl2017.com/ for more 
information on the main conference, and the pre-
conference activity. The important dates are 15 
October 2016 for the opening of the registration 
and abstract submission and 1 February 2017 for the 
deadline of the abstracts submission

February 11th-16th, 2018

WCGALP meeting in Auckland (New Zealand)

The Organising Committee of the World Congress on 
Genetics Applied to Livestock Production is gearing 
up to the meeting in Auckland, New Zealand that 
will be held in February 2018. The registration will 
be open on December 1st 2016.  Call for papers 
will open on May 1st, 2017. The deadline will be 
September 7th, 2017.

June 24th – 27th, 2018

ADSA in Pittsburgh (USA)

The 2018 American Dairy Science Association 
will be held end of June in Knoxville TN. For more 
information, please visit: http://www.adsa.org/
Meetings/ADSAMeetings.aspx

September 3rd– 6th, 2019

International Symposium on Ruminant Physiology in 
Leipzig (Germany)

The Symposium about Ruminant Physiology will 
be held in Germany in 2019 at the Kongresshalle 

am Zoo of Leipzig. The Symposium is the major 
international conference on ruminant physiology. It 
provides an overview of current, important scientific 
findings and areas of research in the physiology of 
ruminants of all kinds. For more information, please 
visit: http://www.leipziger-messe.com/isrp/ 

JOB OFFERS

Ph.D. and Master position in North Carolina State 
University (USA)

A Ph.D. and a Master student position are both 
available at the Department of Animal Science at 
North Carolina State University (USA) in the area of 
Breeding Genetics and Genomics.  The candidates 
will be responsible of conducting research in 
three areas: Characterization and management 
of genomic inbreeding in livestock; Integration of 
multi-omics information in genomic predictions and 
genotype by environment modelling in livestock.

Highly motivated students with a demonstrated 
interest in quantitative genetics or statistical 
genomics will be considered. Familiarity with 
statistical methods and computer programming 
for the analysis of omics data is preferred. Good 
oral and written English communication skills are 
required. Start date of the positions will be January 
2017. Applicants must submit a cover letter stating 
qualifications and experience, a Curriculum Vitae 
and contact information of two references to: Dr 
Christian Maltecca, email: cmaltec@ncsu.edu 

Review of applications began already on October 
1, 2016.

Ph.D. position at University of Georgia (USA)

There is an open PhD position at University of Georgia 
(USA). The University is seeking a PhD student 
who wants to join a team to conduct cutting-
edge research on genomic methods for livestock 
improvement. Salary range: approximately $18,000 
to $25,000 annually depending on qualification + 
benefits and tuition waiver.

www.eaap.org

http://www.wafl2017.com
http://www.adsa.org/Meetings/ADSAMeetings.aspx
http://www.adsa.org/Meetings/ADSAMeetings.aspx
http://www.leipziger-messe.com/isrp
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The research program ranges from practical to 
theoretical and combines quantitative genetics, 
genomics, bioinformatics, programming, and 
statistics.
University of Georgia collaborates with the largest 
U.S. breeding companies and associations in dairy, 
beef, swine, poultry, and fish.

The animal breeding and genetics group at the 
University of Georgia is composed of four professors 
(http://nce.ads.uga.edu). If interested, submit a 
Curriculum Vitae and contact information of two 
references to nce.ads.uga@gmail.com

Post-Doc position in Brisbane (Australia)

A two-year postdoctoral fellowship is offered at 
CSIRO in Brisbane for research on Quantitative 
Genetics and Genomics in Tropical Livestock. This 
project builds on recent achievements by our group 
in the area of genome to phenome inference in 
tropical environments.

A chief aim of this project is the development and 
application of breakthrough analytics, allowing 
the accelerated adoption of high-throughput 
molecular genomic technologies, to speed genetic 
progress in phenotypes of relevance to tropical 
adaptation.

The position is offered at St Lucia, Brisbane QLD, 
Australia. The proposed salary is AU $78K - AU $88K 
plus up to 15.4% superannuation. The Tenure is 2 
years and the closing date is 6 November 2016.

Link:
https:// jobs.cs i ro.au/job/Br isbane%2C-QLD-
Postdoctoral-Fellowship-in-Quantitative-Genetics-
&-Genomics-Tropical-Livestock/368363800/ 

Informal enquiries can be addressed to: Dr Antonio 
Reverter (Toni) at tony.reverter-gomez@csiro.au

Job Position in Aquaculture Breeding

There is an open position for a junior geneticist for 
Aquaculture Breeding offered by Hendrix genetics. 
More information on position is given below. For 
more information on the company please visit 
http://www.hendrix-genetics.com.
The job holder will work within the Aquaculture 
Genetics team of Hendrix Genetics and will prepare 
datasets and carry out genetic and genomic analysis 
for the breeding programs. This position will require 
skills in data management and in-depth knowledge 
and understanding of Quantitative Genetics and 
their application in breeding programs. The job 
holder will be expected to be involved in on-going 
projects. The role will require some international 

www.eaap.org

http://nce.ads.uga.edu
https://jobs.csiro.au/job/Brisbane%2C-QLD-Postdoctoral-Fellowship-in-Quantitative-Genetics-&-Genomics-Tropical-Livestock/368363800/
https://jobs.csiro.au/job/Brisbane%2C-QLD-Postdoctoral-Fellowship-in-Quantitative-Genetics-&-Genomics-Tropical-Livestock/368363800/
https://jobs.csiro.au/job/Brisbane%2C-QLD-Postdoctoral-Fellowship-in-Quantitative-Genetics-&-Genomics-Tropical-Livestock/368363800/
http://www.hendrix-genetics.com
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New article about animal feeding
 
FAO produced a new article entitled “Pineapple 
fruit residue silage as fodder source for livestock” in 
Broadening Horizon column of Feedipedia. It also 
has an embedded video, describing the process 
for silage preparation. Both the video and the 
article are available at the following http://www.
feedipedia.org/content/pineapple-fruit-residue-
silage-fodder-source-livestock

Publication about efficient milk production with 
heat stress

Dr Israel Flamenbaum of the Cow Cooling Solutions 
Ltd, Israel, just published a paper on: “Efficient milk 
production under heat stress condition”.

Heat stress is now considered to be the cause of the 
largest economical loss to the world’s dairy sector. 
The reasons for this are global warming, the increase 
in milk output per cow and the “immigration” of 
dairy sectors from temperate to tropical and sub-
tropical regions, where the demand for milk in most 
cases is increasing.
We know that heat stress negatively affects the global 
dairy sector along the production, processing and 
commercialization chain. Dr Flamenbaum explains 
that at dairy farm level, heat stress negatively 
affects the cows in all stages of lactation (including 
dry cows): to continue reading: http://en.engormix.
com/MA-dairy-cattle/management/articles/
efficient-milk-production-under-t39329/124-p0.htm)

travel to service breeding programs located 
around the world and collaborate with colleagues 
in developing genetic and genomic technology.

The main tasks and responsibilities are: i. Breeding 
value estimation and index calculation for internal 
and external customers in the breeding programs 
of the Business Unit Aquaculture; ii. Develop models 
for EBV estimation in new traits and new evaluation 
methods; iii. Estimation of genetic parameters; iv. 
Assist in development of the Aquaculture databases 
to ensure that genetic information is accurate 
and calculations are appropriate; v. Maintain and 
develop high knowledge level in Quantitative 
Genetics and Statistics; vi. Prepare periodical surveys 
about genetic progress, and status of project plans 
and vii. Assist in providing technical support to our 
customers. 

The required profile must have a Masters in Animal 
Genetics or similar. A PhD is desirable but not 
essential. Also is important to have good oral and 
written communication skills in English and preferably 
proficiency in other world-leading languages. 

The application should be sent, together with a 
Curriculum Vitae, before October 21, 2016, at 
career@hendrix-genetics.com attn.: Peter Pluk, 
Director of Human Resources, Hendrix Genetics.

Fx Genetics Aquaculture, robbert.blonk@hendrix-
genetics.com.

PUBLICATIONS

The new issue of Animal Frontiers

Since beginning of October became available 
the new issue “Animal Frontiers”, the magazine 
that EAAP publishes together with ASAS, CSAS 
and AMSA. The title of the new issue is “The Use of 
Performance-Enhancing Technologies in Global 
Livestock Production”. The magazine is available 
for downloading (at no cost!) at https://www.
animalsciencepublications.org/publications/af/
tocs/6/

http://www.feedipedia.org/content/pineapple-fruit-residue-silage-fodder-source-livestock 
http://www.feedipedia.org/content/pineapple-fruit-residue-silage-fodder-source-livestock 
http://www.feedipedia.org/content/pineapple-fruit-residue-silage-fodder-source-livestock 
http://en.engormix.com/MA-dairy-cattle/management/articles/efficient-milk-production-under-t39329/124-p0.htm
http://en.engormix.com/MA-dairy-cattle/management/articles/efficient-milk-production-under-t39329/124-p0.htm
http://en.engormix.com/MA-dairy-cattle/management/articles/efficient-milk-production-under-t39329/124-p0.htm
https://www.animalsciencepublications.org/publications/af/tocs/6
https://www.animalsciencepublications.org/publications/af/tocs/6
https://www.animalsciencepublications.org/publications/af/tocs/6
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OBITUARIES

We are very sad to announce the death of Professor 
Kevin Shingfield of Ibers, Aberystwyth University. 
Kevin was an enthusiastic Section Editor of our 
journal “animal”, after having being an editor since 
the beginning. He was also an active member of 
the BSAS and its Council. He had a wicked sense of 
humour, a questioning and constructive approach 
and will be sadly missed by friends, colleagues and 
all of us whose life he crosses. EAAP Council and 
staff feel very close with his family and close friends 
at this very sad time.

Professor Kevin Shingfield
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