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EDITORIAL
EDITORIAL BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL  

Dear readers,

I want to underline that more than 1000 persons read the last issue of the Newsletter. This is a fantastic 

achievement. And a new challenge for us. We started the new format of the EAAP Newsletter less than two 

years ago and we went from 300/400 readers of the first issues, growing constantly, to the latest incredible figure. 

Last issue reached 1293  readers. We are extremely delighted for this success and we thank all of you. I also 

want to remember the importance of the sponsors that believed in us when we just started with this new. We 

just can promise that we will work even harder to continue to make the EAAP Newsletter an interesting source 

of information for EAAP individual members.

Andrea Rosati

NEWS FROM EAAP
Open positions at EAAP Study Commissions

All EAAP individual members are invited to participate actively to the life of EAAP by joining one of the nine 
Study Commissions. EAAP holds open, democratic and transparent elections for the vacant posts in the EAAP 
Commissions and desires to encourage you to apply or to suggest to possible candidates. Everyone is kindly 
invited to apply and to stimulate persons with whom you think might have the profile and who might be 
interested.
 
Joining EAAP Study Commissions will help to create a proper European animal science network and to 
cooperate with best scientists in our continent.

                                  ...CONTINUES
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For those who are interested:
 
1.Please select the Commission of interest among 
the nine in EAAP (http://www.eaap.org/index.
php/presentation/scientific-structure/scientific-
commissions/)
 
2. Please check the open positions in the 
Commissions as explained in the EAAP News in the 
front page of our website (www.eaap.org)

3. Send the request to apply using the relative 
application form available, with a short CV and 
send to eleonora@eaap.org 

Please remember to give or don’t give the permission 
to make your CV available online. Please let us 
know if you have any question (eleonora@eaap.
org), we will be pleased to answer you.

The proposals are public and will be discussed at 
the Business meetings of the relative SCs in Belfast.

It is also very important to remind that before the 
Belfast annual meeting, every EAAP member can 
have the chance to support the applicants, through 
the email indicated above.

How to go to Belfast to attend the 2016 Annual 
meeting

The annual meeting is approaching and many 
people (there will be even more participants than 
last year…) organized the travel to Belfast. Some of 
you still did not. Dublin is also a close airport and can 
be considered as an option to travel to Northern 
Ireland. From Dublin airport there are direct airport 
buses, road and rail in just 90 minutes to reach 
Belfast. Both cities airports sum up 158 European 
and international destinations servicing. Plus there 
are 33 direct UK flights into Belfast. London just a 
one-hour flight away.

Plenary Session preliminary program

The Plenary Session will be held, as usual, on Tuesday 
morning. And we invited the best scientists to present 
their views on a specific subject. This year the main 
theme of the plenary session is: “Sustainable Food 
Production to 2050: The Key Role of Livestock”. 
Together with the four presentations of the main 
theme, we will host the lecture of the recipient of 
the 2016 Leroy Award, Christine Nicol. In addition, 
the Plenary Session will host talks of significant 
personalities in the field of agriculture. The EAAP 
annual Plenary Session is the central moment of the 
annual meeting and around 800 people attended 
this session last year. The preliminary program for the 
2016 Plenary Session is:

Tuesday 30 August 2016, 8.30 – 12.40pm

8.30 - 8.35   Welcome: Philippe Chemineau, EAAP 
President

8.35 - 9.35     Discovery Plenary Session

“Sustainable Food Production to 2050: The Key Role 
of Livestock” (Part 1)
Chair: Philippe Chemineau, EAAP President
 
 - “Livestock, Land Use, Global Change and 
     Food Security” by Timothy Searchinger,
     Princetown University, USA

 - Grasslands, Future Food Demand and
    Enviromental Impact   Jean-Francois 
      Soussana, Institut National de la Recherche,
    France and Patrick Dillon, Teagasc, Ireland

9.35 - 10.05   Leroy Presentation

Chair: Philippe Chemineau, EAAP President

 - Improving the Lives of Farm Animals: Science
   in the Development of Valid Welfare Indicators
   Christine Nicol, University of Bristol, UK

10.05 - 10.30    Coffee break

10.30 - 10.35   Welcome Cerimony

Chair: Sinclair Mayne (AgriFood and Biosciences 
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Institute Chair of Organising Committee)

10.35 - 10.50  Opening address: Minister of Agriculture,
             Environment and Rural Affairs ( To be confirmed)

10.50 - 11.15   European Agriculture- Challenges,  
        Opportunities and Innovation as a Driver
                    of Change

11.15 - 11.25   Presidential Address: Philippe Chemineau,
           EAAP President

11.25 - 11.35  Overview of Agriculture in the United Kingdom
         and Nortern Ireland - Elizabeth Magowan
         ( AgriFood and Biosciences Institute)

11.35 - 11.40  Celebration of 10th Anniverssary of the Journal
                      “Animal”. Nigel Scollan

11.40 - 12.40  Discovery Plenary Session
          “ Sustainable  Food  Production to 2050: The
           Key Role of Livestock” (Part 2)

Chair: Philippe Chemineau, EAAP President

 -   “The Role of Mixed Crop and Livestock Farming
       System in Ensuring Food Security”
        Philip Thornton, Consultative Group for International
      Agricultural Research, United kingdom

 -   “Animal Derived Foods for Sustainable Diets Across
      the Life Stages: Do they have a future?”
      Ian Givens, Reading University, United Kingdom

Good News!

A very good news for one of the closest friends of 
EAAP, Anamarija Smetko from the Department for 
Breeding Values Estimation in Zagreb (Croatia) and 
Secretary of the EAAP Young Club had recently 
twin baby boys. Congratulations to Anamarija and 
welcome to the baby boys! 

NEWS FROM RESEARCH

Boon or burden: what has the EU ever done for 
science?

“Nature” published (Nature 534, 307–309) last 
June an interesting article tackling the issue of EU 
and scientific research. We took many parts of this 
article since shows the importance of European 
collaboration for science development:

The EU affects science from the collaborative 
opportunities that the bloc creates to the billions of 
euros that it distributes for research and innovation. 
More than 500 million people and 28 nations make 
up the European Union. It will lose one of its richest, 
most populous members, for the United Kingdom 
voted to leave on 23 June. Ahead of a possible 
‘Brexit’, Nature examined five core ways that the EU 
shapes the course of research.

Scientist superhighway

Science doesn’t respect national boundaries, so 
it helps if scientists don’t have to either — and EU 
rules and programmes encourage researchers to 
hit the road. EU citizens have the right to live and 
work in any country in the bloc, and the European 
Commission’s Marie Sklodowska-Curie actions pay 
for 9,000 scientists each year to move to or within the 
EU. The actions fill a gap left by national funders, who 
are often reluctant to fund researchers outside their 

http://www.nature.com/news/scientists-say-no-to-uk-exit-from-europe-in-nature-poll-1.19636
http://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/index_en.htm
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country, says Caroline Whelan, a senior scientific 
officer at Science Europe, the Brussels-based 
organization of national research councils. The EU 
Erasmus exchange programme has transplanted 
more than 3.3 million students, and 470,000 teaching 
and administrative staff, since 1987.
Although there is little information on how such 
programmes affect scientists’ overall mobility, they 
boost opportunities for collaboration. And because 
Marie Sklodowska-Curie fellows often return to 
their home country, they redistribute skills and 
knowledge. “This is fantastic for Eastern Europe and 
other less-well developed countries to build research 
capacity,” says Lidia Borrell-Damian, director for 
research and innovation at the European University 
Association in Brussels.
A 2011–13 study found that 31% of EU academics 
had worked outside their country of residence in 
the previous decade. And leading scientists say 
that hiring from abroad helps them to respond to 
local skills shortages. The survey also found that 
80% of those who had worked internationally saw 
a positive effect on their research skills, and 60% 
thought that mobility had strongly increased their 
research output (see go.nature.com/28wvqta).
But the experiences were not all positive: more 
academics said that their job options had 
decreased as a result of moving than said that 
opportunities had increased, for example.
Another downside of mobility is that much of the 
flow goes just one way, says Maria Helena Nazaré, 
a physicist and former rector of the University of 
Aveiro in Portugal. “I think that’s already creating 
problems.” Countries such as the United Kingdom, 
the Netherlands and Sweden tend to be net 
attractors for the Marie Sklodowska-Curie actions, 
whereas Spain, Greece and Italy lose talent. Nazaré 
also notes that transferring pension and benefits 
between countries can be tough.
Still, the commission is committed to further greasing 
the wheels. Funding aimed at encouraging mobility 
has soared in the past two decades to  Euro 
6.2 billion (US$6.9 billion) in 2014–20 — and the 
commission is tackling the pensions issue. It is also 
growing its EURAXESS portal, a EU-wide website that 
lists jobs and support for moving researchers, and 
has revamped its ‘scientific visa’ package for non-
EU researchers. Notably, the United Kingdom has 

opted out of the visa, together with Denmark.

Unique science

Scientists like to complain loudly about some 
aspects of the commission’s ‘Framework’ funding 
programmes, which are dedicated to research and 
innovation. Out of the total 960 billion Euros, around 
13% are for funding research and innovation, and 
on this part the 74,8 billion Euros are for the budget 
of the Horizon 2020, spanning from 2014 to 2020. 
Structural funds for Research and Innovation to 
support innovation capacity mainly in the least 
developed part of the EU also have 44 billion Euros.

To access a vast pot of cash geared to meeting 
‘Societal Challenges’ — which amounts to an 
estimated € 28.6 billion of the sum available under 
Horizon 2020 they must meld themselves into large 
multinational collaborations, and adjust their 
research to fit EU strategic goals. But these constraints 
have fostered many valuable projects. “I am a big 
fan of these programmes,” says Nadia Rosenthal, 
scientific director of the Jackson Laboratory in Bar 
Harbor, Maine, who has collaborated with several 
EU consortia on mouse-genetics projects, which 
she says generated world-class science. “The 
coordination of talents they can achieve would be 
very hard to pull off in the United States — or in the 
UK alone, if it were not connected to Europe.”

Take research into the health effects of low-dose 
radiation, which people may encounter during a CT 
scan or if they live within a few tens of kilometres of 
the site of the Fukushima disaster in Japan. So small 
are the risks — if they exist at all — that such research 
is low on most funding agencies’ list of priorities. 
But the issue is of perennial concern to the public. 
And studying it requires collaboration between 
radiation-protection agencies and academics, as 
well as the use of large data sets, which can be 
gathered only by multiple collaborating nations. 
These factors make low-dose-radiation studies 
perfect fodder for EU funding, says Thomas Jung, 
head of radiation protection and health at the 
German Federal Office of Radiation Protection in 
Munich, which has participated in the series of low-
dose-radiation projects that the commission has 

http://www.nature.com/news/global-mobility-science-on-the-move-1.11602
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supported since 2010.

Societal Challenges funding has also supported 
projects that others shy away from, such as 
transplanting cells derived from the brains of foetuses 
into the brains of people with Parkinson’s disease. 
In 2003, researchers around the world abandoned 
this controversial line of research — which tries to 
replace the neurons whose loss causes the illness’s 
symptoms — after many trial participants failed 
to benefit and no one could work out why. Then, 
in 2014, the commission-funded TRANSEURO trial 
began. TRANSEURO aims to transplant neurons into 
150 people with Parkinson’s in the United Kingdom, 
Sweden, France and Germany using harmonized 
clinical protocols to help establish which conditions 
work best. The large collaboration, which joins 14 
biomedical laboratories, clinics and companies, 
is essential, says TRANS-EURO’s coordinator, 
neurologist Roger Barker at the University of 
Cambridge, UK. “Without the EU, I doubt this would 
have happened.”

Trust between companies is crucial to the 
Advanced Immunization Technologies (ADITEC) 
project, which aims to create a generic toolbox 
to speed up vaccine development. Under the 
confidentiality agreements of the consortium, which 
the commission has funded since 2011, companies 
are comfortable sharing the components of their 
proprietary vaccines. The project has already 
produced the first direct comparison of different 

companies’ ‘adjuvants’, substances that strengthen 
immune responses (N. P. H. Knudsen et al. Sci. Rep. 
6, 19570; 2016). “We had always thought it would 
be impossible to compare them,” says ADITEC 
coordinator Rino Rappuoli, chief scientist of GSK 
Vaccines in Siena, Italy.

Lifted the East

In late 2000, when NATO sponsored a meeting on 
science in Central and Eastern Europe, much of 
the region was a world apart from the EU. Years 
of different social structure thinking had nourished 
the illusion that the mere existence of institutes and 
research facilities was more important than their 
actual performance. Attitudes have changed, 
partly thanks to the EU, which absorbed the Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia in 2004, then 
Bulgaria and Romania in 2007 and Croatia in 2013. 
These countries have had a low rate of success in 
winning grants from the Framework programmes. 
But all of the former Eastern European states are 
recipients of the commission’s ‘structural funds’ — 
subsidies designed to reduce social and economic 
disparities, a goal of the EU. How the funds are used 
is decided locally, but of the €170 billion available 
for ‘cohesion and regional development’ in 2007–
13, the commission pushed for €20 billion to be 
spent on research. In 2014–20, almost €44 billion 
is meant to be used for science and innovation in 
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poorer regions.

The cash has been most effective when used to 
refurbish universities and provide labs with the 
equipment needed to train students and entice 
researchers to stay, says Peter Tindemans, secretary-
general of science-advocacy group EuroScience in 
Strasbourg, France.

The funds have also financed the € 850-million 
Extreme Light Infrastructure, a pan-European laser 
facility under construction at sites in the Czech 
Republic, Hungary and Romania. The facility is 
expected to attract leading talent from around 
the world to the region, but Tindemans cautions 
that improvements to the research environment 
must come first. “You can’t jump-start scientific 
development solely with large infrastructures,” he 
says.

Fostering excellence

To win cash from EU funding programmes, 
researchers must often fit their work into broader 
societal or economic goals. But one corner of the 
European funding apparatus is all about science for 
science’s sake.
Set up in 2007 to raise the quality of research across 
Europe, the European Research Council (ERC) 
awards generous grants that are open to any 
discipline, come with minimum bureaucracy and 
are judged solely on the quality of the application.
The ERC budget has grown from €7.5 billion in 2007–
13 to €13.1 billion for 2014–20. At up to €2.5 million 
over 5 years per researcher, its grants are longer 
and larger than those of most national funders. The 
approach seems to work: 7% of ERC-generated 
papers come in the top 1% of the most highly cited 
articles by discipline, publication type and year. 
Not everyone is happy with the ‘excellence at all 
costs’ approach. Since the ERC’s inception, half of 
the grants it awarded under its three core schemes 
have gone to just three countries: the United 
Kingdom, Germany and France.
But the ERC system lifts the quality of research 
beyond the projects that it funds. Either in an 
attempt to win more of its grants or simply inspired 
by the ERC, member states are redesigning national 

policies to make their science more competitive, 
says Jose Labastida, head of the ERC’s scientific 
department. He cites Poland’s National Science 
Centre, set up in 2011, as an example.
And 17 countries have run schemes that fund 
ERC runners-up — applicants who met the quality 
threshold but were unsuccessful — essentially reusing 
the agency’s high-quality peer-review process. “The 
ERC has raised the scientific level all over Europe,” 
says Catherine Cesarsky, an astronomer at the 
French Atomic Energy Commission near Paris.

Research melting pot

Science thrives on collaboration — and the EU has 
partnered with other agencies and creates myriad 
opportunities for researchers to pool ideas and 
cooperate.

European, but not EU

Although separate, CERN and ESA receive EU 
funds. Before the EU began to have a major role 
in coordinating Europe-wide research in the 1990s, 
the task fell mainly to pan-European research 
organizations such as the CERN particle-physics 
laboratory.
Established by treaty in 1952 by 11 countries, CERN, 
near Geneva, Switzerland, was born in the same 
post-war spirit of peace as led to the formation of the 
EU. But the lab pre-dates the EU’s main forerunner, 
the European Economic Community, which had no 
remit for research, by about five years. CERN now 
has 21 member states and is a major recipient of 
EU funds, including for a 2020 upgrade of its Large 
Hadron Collider, which scientists used to discover 
the Higgs boson.
Another organization that grew up alongside the 
EU is the European Space Agency (ESA). It arose 
from a 1975 merger between the European Space 
Research Organisation and the European Launch 
Development Organisation. Both were created 
in the 1960s to guarantee Europe independent 
access to space. ESA has racked up a string of 
successes, including the Rosetta mission that put a 
lander on a comet in 2014. The EU is now the biggest 
single contributor to the 22-nation-strong agency, 
accounting for some 20% of its budget. ESA and the 
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EU are partners in the multibillion-dollar Copernicus 
Earth observation system and in the Galileo global 
satellite navigation system

More

Most of the funding for the EU’s Framework 
programmes is reserved for projects in which 
partnerships are formed by at least three 
organizations from different countries. The last 
programme, FP7, which ran from 2007 to 2013, spent 
€ 41.7 billion of its € 50.5-billion budget on some 
26,000 joint projects, generating more than 500,000 
pairs of collaborative links between research 
organizations, according to the commission. The 
Framework programmes also fund mobility grants 
that foster collaboration.
In less-well-off countries, meanwhile, structural funds 
equip researchers to work with their counterparts in 
more scientifically developed nations, says Rémi 
Barré, an emeritus researcher at the National 
Conservatory of Arts and Crafts in Paris. The gradual 
political, economic and research integration of the 
EU’s member states has created an environment 
that is conducive to collaboration, according to 
geneticist Paul Nurse, head of the Crick Institute 
in London. Research is now embedded across the 
EU’s activities, from the bloc’s negotiation of the 
COP21 climate accord in December 2015 to its 
environmental-protection policies and regulatory 
bodies such as the London-based European 
Medicines Agency.

Contact between science ministers from different 
member states and researchers has become 
the norm, says Frank Gannon, former head of 
the intergovernmental European Molecular 
Biology Organization. By contrast, he recalls how 
fragmented European research was a few decades 
ago when he was a researcher in Ireland. “The 
sense of isolation of a researcher was massive.”

Dr George Wiggans retired
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Dr George R. Wiggans, research geneticist with the 
Animal Genomics and Improvement Laboratory, 
retired on June 25, 2016. He has been an ARS 
Research Geneticist for 38 years and served as the 
Acting Research Leader of the Animal Improvement 
Programs Laboratory from 2012 to 2014. Dr Wiggans 
has made numerous contributions to improving 
the accuracy of genetic evaluation procedures 
for economically important traits of dairy animals 
(cattle and goats). His most recent research on 
genomic evaluation emphasized quality and 
management of over 1 million genotypes of cows 
and bulls. His research has resulted in over 300 
publications of which he is senior or sole author of 
over 50 refereed journal articles. He has been an 
author on four featured articles of the month in the 
Breeding, Genetics, and Genomics section of the 
Journal of Dairy Science articles. He is recognized 
internationally as an authority on projection and 
standardization of yield records, genetic and 
genomic evaluation of dairy cattle and goats, 
computer analysis and application of an animal 
model to large data sets, and development of 
genomic evaluations based on DNA markers.

Dr Wiggans has been the recipient of the most 
prestigious USA and international awards. EAAP 
also wishes to congratulate with George on an 
outstanding career and wishing him an enjoyable 
retirement.

A paper explains controversies of the Impact Factor

After a paper published by Vincent Lariviere 
et al. that you can open at (http://biorxiv.org/
content/early/2016/07/05/062109), Nature recently 
publishes an article commenting the controversies 
of the Impact Factor way of measuring the quality 
of journals, but researchers often use the metric to 
assess the quality of individual papers — and even, 
in some cases, their authors. 
We took many parts of this article since show the 
importance of European collaboration for science 
development:
The impact factor is calculated by various 
companies and measures the average number of 
citations that articles published by a journal in the 

previous two years have received in the current 
year.
The paper posted by Lariviere calls on journals 
to downplay the figure in favour of a metric that 
captures the range of citations that a journal’s 
articles attract. An important scientific society (the 
American Society for Microbiology) announced 
to remove the impact factor from its journals and 
website, as well as from marketing and advertising. 
Originally the impact factor was to measure the 
journal’s output and not to be used as a proxy for 
the quality of any single paper or its authors. But 
many scientists, funders and journals do not use it 
that way. Many researchers evaluate papers by the 
impact factor of the journals in which they appear 
and impact factor often influences decisions to hire 
scientists and finally to fund researches. For those 
who are interested to go deeper in this issue, the 
Nature article can be open at: http://www.nature.
com/news/beat-it-impact-factor-publishing-elite-
turns-against-controversial-metric-1.20224?WT.mc_
id=TWT_NatureNews#/b1 

Bibliometric study on animal health and welfare

After a bibliometric study on animal health and 
welfare of livestock in Europe (2005-2014), a 
web application dedicated to the results of the 
bibliometric analysis was developed. This work 
has been led, within the work package 2 of the 
Animal Health and Welfare ERA-Net, by the French 
National Institute for Agricultural Research (INRA) 
with the collaboration of the French Agency for 
Food, Environmental and Occupational Health 
& Safety (ANSES) and the Italian Ministry of Health 
(MH-DVPHNSF). More information can be found 
at: http://www.anihwa.eu/Resources/Bibliometric-
application 

NEWS FROM INDUSTRY

Dairy farmers turning to genetics to improve profit 
margins 

Tough conditions in the dairy industry are prompting 

http://biorxiv.org/content/early/2016/07/05/062109
http://biorxiv.org/content/early/2016/07/05/062109
http://www.anihwa.eu/Resources/Bibliometric-application
http://www.anihwa.eu/Resources/Bibliometric-application
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U.S. dairy farmers to increasingly rely on genetics 
to improve their profit margins, according to a 
new research report from CoBank. Milk prices in 
USA are down 40% from their highs in late 2014, but 
lower slaughter prices have also hurt the industry. 
Until recently, the effects of falling milk prices were 
somewhat muted by record high cattle prices.  
Record-high beef cattle prices boosted American 
dairy producer’s margins by as much as one-third 
in mid-2015 through the sale of cull cows and bull 
calves.  Now, those sales are responsible in USA for 
less than 10% of margins as calf and slaughter cow 
prices have retreated to their historical averages – 
down roughly 90% and 40%, respectively, from their 
2015 highs.
As a result, many American dairy farms are currently 
operating at or below break-even margins. 
Producers are left with two ways to bolster margins – 
increase milk productivity or obtain higher premiums 
for bull calf sales. Recent advances in genetics 
make both of these possible, and at a much more 
affordable cost than in years past.

Farmers have a number of genetic tools at 
their disposal including sexed semen, genomic 
testing, in vitro fertilization, oestrus synchronization 
techniques and management software 
technology. Additionally, some dairy producers are 
crossbreeding dairy cows with proven beef sires to 
add value to the bull calf crop, enabling the capture 
of market premiums in the beef market. These 

strategies can provide much-needed advantages 
for dairies. A typical arrangement includes a calf 
grower or feedyard that contracts with a dairy to 
purchase dairy beef calves at a premium price to 
the Holstein calf market.
While genetic advancements and breeding 
programs can offer dairy producers distinct 
advantages it becomes recommended breeding 
programs to be customized for each farm. They 
may not work for all dairy producers though.

                  JOB OFFERS

Fish Genetics and Genomics position in Singapore

Highly-motivated individual who is able to work 
independently in a team to join the Molecular 
Population Genetics and Breeding Group, Temasek 
Life Sciences Lab (Singapore) as Postdoctoral 
Fellow. The successful applicant is expected to work 
on fish genetics and genomics.
 
The responsibilities will be for: breeding for robustness 
in tilapia and Asian sea bass; data mining from 
whole genome sequence and transcriptomes; 
cloning and functional analysis of genes related to 
important traits (skin colour, sex determination, and 
robustness). 
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The requirements for the position are: PhD in animal 
breeding, aquaculture or biology and skills in 
molecular biology are essential; previous experience 
in statistics, bioinformatics and fish diseases will be 
advantageous. 

Interested individuals should send their curriculum 
vitae and contacts of at least two referees to:

Dr Gen Hua Yue genhua@tll.org.sg; The Laboratory 
website: http://www.tll.org.sg/group-leaders/gen-
hua-yue

Postdoc positions in bioinformatics and functional 
genomics

Two postdoctoral fellows to the project “The 
genetic basis of ecological adaptation in Atlantic 
herring”. The postdoc positions will work in Prof Leif 
Andersson’s research group.

Two highly motivated post-doctoral fellows, one in 
bioinformatics and one in functional genomics, for 
two-year positions at the Department of Medical 
Biochemistry and Microbiology, Uppsala University 
in Prof Leif Andersson’s research group will be 
considered. For more information about the group, 
please visit: 
(http://www.imbim.uu.se/Research/+Genomics/
Andersson_Leif/?languageId=1).

For the postdoc position in Bioinformatics, the duties 
will be: to take part in bioinformatics analysis of 
population whole genome sequence data with the 
ultimate aim of revealing causal variants underlying 
ecological adaptation. Take part in improving the 
assembly as well as a better functional annotation 
of the genome using for instance transcriptomes 
data, ribosome profiling and histone modifications. 
Depending on previous experience the 
development of better models for analysing whole 
genome population data is also a possibility. 

For the postdoc in functional genomics, the duties 
will be: to take part in various functional analyses of 
the genes identified in our genetic screen. The work 
will be carried out in together with collaborating 
groups with an expertise in medical biochemistry and 

structural biology. The analysis will involve attempts 
to understand the functional consequences of 
both changes in protein-coding sequences as well 
as regulatory changes. This means that a diversity 
of functional assays are possible such as binding 
assays, receptor signalling, ChIP-analysis, reporter 
assays, and CrispR/Cas9 gene editing followed by 
phenotype analysis.

The qualifications for both positions are: A PhD in 
bioinformatics (for the first) or functional genomics 
(for the second) or related areas not later than 5 
years ago.
 
Further information and applications for both 
positions: Prof Leif Andersson, Department of 
Medical Biochemistry and Microbiology, Uppsala 
University, email: leif.andersson@imbim.uu.se Please 
include CV, a letter describing your research interest 
and skills, and the names and contact information 
(address, email address, and phone number) of at 
least two reference persons.

The deadline to submit your application is August 
15, 2016 with an email to: leif.andersson@imbim.
uu.se

Conferences, Workshops, Meetings

July 19th-23rd, 2016

JAM in Salt Lake City (USA)

The 2016 ADSA-ASAS Joint Annual Meeting (JAM) 
will be held in Salt Lake City UT (USA), for more 
information for the North American animal science 
meeting: https://asas.org/meetings/jam-2016/
home

August 29th–September 2nd, 2016

EAAP annual meeting in Belfast (UK)

mailto:genhua@tll.org.sg
http://www.tll.org.sg/group-leaders/gen-hua-yue
http://www.tll.org.sg/group-leaders/gen-hua-yue
https://asas.org/meetings/jam-2016/home
https://asas.org/meetings/jam-2016/home
https://asas.org/meetings/jam-2016/home
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The 67th EAAP annual meeting will be held at the 
Waterfront Conference and Exhibition Centre in the 
heart of Belfast and on the banks of the River Lagan 
(UK). Around 1400 animal scientists are expected 
for the largest livestock science meeting held in 
Europe.

September 12th-15th, 2016

Conference on “Grazing in a changing Nordic 
region” in Reykjavik (Iceland)

The conference will take place in Reykjavik 
(Iceland). The conference will bring together 
policy-makers and experts of different disciplines 
to provide an integrated assessment of grazing in 
the changing Nordic region through presentations. 
The topics that will be dealt are: Nordic ecosystems 
and their responses to grazing under climate 
change; Historical and cultural values of traditional 
landscapes (conservation and restoration, 
biodiversity); Grazing management in Nordic 
conditions; Environmental impact of grazing on 
biodiversity and ecosystem services; Sustainable 
use and conservation of animal genetic resources in 
grazing; Socio-economic effects of grazing in rural 
areas (tourism, rural livelihoods) and linking goals of 
sustainability with support policies for grazing based 
agriculture. On the conference homepages http://
www.nordicgrazing2016.org/ there are background 
and practical information, the preliminary scientific 
program, and information to register and submit 
abstracts for the conference.

September 14th-16th, 2016 

The 3rd Livestock Genomics meeting in Cambridge 
(United Kingdom)

The 2016 meeting will be held at Homerton College 
Conference Facilities in Cambridge between 14th 
and 16th of September. Details of the meeting can 
be found here: http://www.ebi.ac.uk/~streeter/
livestock_meeting_2016.html

All aspects of the field relevant to current and future 
research will be covered. Example topics include: 
Genome sequencing or re-sequencing project, 
Genome annotation, Production and analysis of 
genomic variation data, Functional annotation 
of genomes, Genotype-phenotype associations, 
Comparative analysis of genomic data, Biodiversity 
and population genetics

September 15th-17th, 2016 

X Iberian Congress on Animal Genetic Resources in 
Castelo Branco (Portugal)

At the Escola Superior Polytechnic Institute Agrária 
do Castelo Branco, The Portuguese Society of 
Genetic Resources Animais (SPREGA) and the 
Spanish Society for Animal Genetic Resources 
(SERGA) with the support of the Agricultural College 
Polytechnic Institute Castelo Branco (ESA / IPCB), 
will hold the X Congress Iberian Resources genetic 
Animals.
Like in previous congresses researches will present 
new aspects about the genetic diversity of races, 
productive or demographic characterization, and 
related management programs, conservation, 
improvement and marketing of Animal Genetic 
Resources ( AnGR). Proposed presentation will be 
accepted for oral presentation or poster. 

The main topics of the conference are: Genetic 
characterization; Demographic Characterization
Morphological and productive characterization; 
Reproductive technologies and conservation 
programs; Selection Schemes; Certificates and 
sustainability of AnGR Products; there will also be 
free communications. For more info: http://www.
sprega.com.pt/conteudo.php?idm=49

http://www.ebi.ac.uk/~streeter/livestock_meeting_2016.html
http://www.ebi.ac.uk/~streeter/livestock_meeting_2016.html
http://www.sprega.com.pt/conteudo.php?idm=49
http://www.sprega.com.pt/conteudo.php?idm=49
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September 19th- 21st, 2016

OECD “Blue Sky” event in Ghent (Belgium)

In September 2016 the Blue Sky event will be held. 
This even takes place every 10 years, and this year, 
like always, will gather science, technology and 
innovation practitioners around a discussion on 
evidence gaps and data needs.
The European Commission has established through 
DG Research & Innovation intense cooperation with 
the OECD’s Science, Technology and Innovation 
Directorate. This cooperation has resulted in 
the launch of the STI Policy Survey 2016 (https://
www.innovationpolicyplatform.org/ecoecd-stip-
database), which this year and for the first time 
is a joint product by both institutions. In addition, 
comprehensive work on the incidence and impact 
of R&D tax incentives has been launched and an 
observatory for public sector innovation is being set 
up. 
 
In this context, it is important to draw the attention 
of the SSH and Forward-looking community to 
the upcoming OECD Blue Sky Forum which shall 
take the form of an unconstrained discussion on 
evidence gaps in science and innovation and on 
initiatives the international community can take to 
address data needs in this area. It will engage the 
policy community, data users and providers into an 
open dialogue to review and develop a long-term 
agenda on science, technology and innovation 
data and indicators.
 
It will showcase examples of data and indicator 
development with the potential for international 
adoption, as well as examples of ground-breaking 
application of existing or new sources addressing 
questions and providing evidence on the state of 
science and innovation systems and the role of STI 
policies worldwide. 
Please find the background and call for paper at 
http://www.oecd.org/science/blue-sky.htm The 
event counts on you to:

•        submit original contributions on your preferred 
STI theme (as it is “blue sky”, the focus of these inputs 
is not constrained);

•        diffuse the call to all those who can help 
develop a forward-looking and policy-relevant 
agenda on STI measurement.

September 27th-29th, 2016

The 13th International Symposium on Milk 
Genomics and Human Health in Davis (USA)

The three-day event will bring together international 
experts in nutrition, genomics, bioinformatics and 
milk research to discuss and share the latest research. 
The annual symposium is the event that features 
scientific research related to milk and human health 
done throughout the world. The symposium draws 
from the diversity of its memberships to cover the 
breath of genomics themes that reflect the interest 
of the International Milk Genomics Consortium. 
The goal of the Consortium is to bring together the 
research and dairy communities to share, translate, 
and interpret data that are happening within the 
fields of the “-omics” science. The deadline to send 
paper is July 29th. More info and the preliminary 
program can be found at: http://milkgenomics.
org/2016/02/24/13th-international-symposium-on-
milk-genomics-and-human-health/

October 16th- 21st, 2016

IDF World Dairy Summit in Rotterdam (the 
Netherlands)

The Organizing Committee of the IDF World 
Dairy Summit 2016 ‘Dare to Dairy’ in Rotterdam, 
Netherlands, has disclosed details of the programme 
http://www.idfwds2016.com/index.php/program-
dates.   Different from other Summits, ‘Dare to 
Dairy’ will be joined by high-level keynote speakers 
from outside the dairy sector, including leading 
representatives of non-governmental organizations. 
Registration at a discount fee is still possible until 
July 31. To have more information please visit http://
www.idfwds2016.com/index.php/registration/

October 26th-27th, 2016

https://www.innovationpolicyplatform.org/ecoecd-stip-database
https://www.innovationpolicyplatform.org/ecoecd-stip-database
https://www.innovationpolicyplatform.org/ecoecd-stip-database
http://www.oecd.org/science/blue-sky.htm
http://milkgenomics.org/2016/02/24/13th-international-symposium-on-milk-genomics-and-human-health
http://milkgenomics.org/2016/02/24/13th-international-symposium-on-milk-genomics-and-human-health
http://milkgenomics.org/2016/02/24/13th-international-symposium-on-milk-genomics-and-human-health
http://www.idfwds2016.com/index.php/program-dates
http://www.idfwds2016.com/index.php/program-dates
http://www.idfwds2016.com/index.php/registration
http://www.idfwds2016.com/index.php/registration
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PhenoDays in Berlin (Germany)

The phenotyping conference will be held this year 
in Berlin. As always, this will be an interesting and 
well-attended event with delegates and speakers 
from academia and industry across the world. The 
first day will focus on laboratory and greenhouse 
phenotyping and the second day on field 
phenotyping. The conference participants aim to 
present new science, including new research and 
new applications for both automated and manual 
phenotyping.
PhenoDays 2016 will be held at the Hotel Nhow, 
Berlin. To register and to see the sessions program 
now you can visit the specific website: www.
phenodays.com

June 25th- 28th, 2017

ADSA in Pittsburgh (USA)

The 2017 American Dairy Science Association will be 
held for the first time since many years separately 
from the ASAS conference. It will be end of June in 
Pittsburgh. For more information, please visit: http://
www.adsa.org/Meetings/ADSAMeetings.aspx

September 6th-8th, 2017

WAFL international scientific conference in 
Wageningen (the Netherlands)

WAFL will be held from 6-8 September 2017 
at Wageningen (the Netherlands) and will be 
organized by the Wageningen Centre for Animal 
Welfare and Adaptation (CAWA) in collaboration 
with Van Hall Larenstein University of Applied 
Science. Some topic that will be discussed are: 
Welfare assessment protocols; Precision Farming and 
other new techniques for welfare measurements; 
Statistical methods to deal with large amounts 
of data; Genetics and welfare; Communication 
to consumers and welfare labelling. Please visit 
the website http://www.wafl2017.com/ for more 
information on the main conference, and the pre-
conference activity. The important dates are 15 
October 2016 for the opening of the registration 

and abstract submission and 1 February 2017 for the 
deadline of the abstracts submission

February 11th-16th, 2018

WCGALP meeting in Auckland (New Zealand)

The Organising Committee of the World Congress on 
Genetics Applied to Livestock Production is gearing 
up to the meeting in Auckland, New Zealand that 
will be held in February 2018. The registration will 
be open on December 1st 2016.  Call for papers 
will open on May 1st, 2017. The deadline will be 
September 7th, 2017.

NEWS FROM EU

International partnership establishes global food 
waste standard

A partnership of leading international organizations 
is launching the Food Loss and Waste Accounting 
and Reporting Standard (FLW Standard) at the 
Global Green Growth Forum (3GF) 2016 Summit in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. The FLW Standard is the 
first-ever set of global definitions and reporting 
requirements for companies, countries and others 
to consistently and credibly measure, report on and 
manage food loss and waste. The standard comes 
as a growing number of governments, companies 
and other entities are making commitments to 
reduce food loss and waste.

www.eaap.org

http://www.phenodays.com
http://www.phenodays.com
http://www.adsa.org/Meetings/ADSAMeetings.aspx
http://www.adsa.org/Meetings/ADSAMeetings.aspx
http://www.wafl2017.com
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“This standard is a real breakthrough. For the first 
time, armed with the standard, countries and 
companies will be able to quantify how much 
food is lost and wasted, where it occurs and report 
on it in a highly credible and consistent manner,” 
said Andrew Steer, president and chief executive 
officer of World Resources Institute. “There’s simply 
no reason that so much food should be lost and 
wasted. Now, we have a powerful new tool that 
will help governments and businesses save money, 
protect resources and ensure more people get the 
food they need.”
The Food Loss & Waste Protocol is a multi-stakeholder 
partnership convened by World Resources Institute 
and initiated at the 3GF 2013 Summit. FLW Protocol 
partners include: The Consumer Goods Forum, the 
U.N. Food & Agriculture Organization, European 
Union-funded FUSIONS project, U.N. Environment 
Programme, World Business Council for Sustainable 
Development, WRAP (The Waste & Resources 
Action Programme) and World Resources Institute.
“Waste makes everybody poorer. I am pleased 
that a new strong alliance between public and 
private actors will provide an efficient answer to the 
global challenge of food loss and waste. 3GF has 
promoted yet another green and innovative solution 
to global challenges,” said Kristian Jensen, minister 
for foreign affairs, Denmark. “The new Food Loss 
& Waste Standard will reduce economic losses for 
the consumer and food industry, alleviate pressure 
on natural resources and contribute to realizing 
the ambitious goals set out in the (Sustainable 
Development Goals). We need to push for more 
solutions like this for the benefit of people, profit and 
the planet.”
International momentum to curb food loss and 
waste is growing with governments and businesses 
making commitments to address this issue. However, 
most do not know how much food is lost or wasted 
or where it occurs within their borders, operations or 
supply chains. Moreover, the definition of food loss 
and waste varies widely, and without a consistent 
accounting and reporting framework, it has been 
difficult to compare data and develop effective 
strategies.
Creating inventories in conformance with the FLW 
Standard is a critical foundation to develop effective 
strategies for reducing food loss and waste and to 

monitor progress over time. Moreover, it can help 
governments and companies meet international 
commitments, including the Paris Agreement on 
climate change and U.N. Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). In particular, SDG Target 12.3 calls 
for a 50% global reduction in food waste by 2030, 
along with reductions in food loss.
The FLW Standard will also help reduce food loss and 
waste within the private sector. In 2015, The Consumer 
Goods Forum, which represents more than 400 of 
the world’s largest retailers and manufacturers from 
70 countries, adopted a resolution for its members 
to reduce food waste from their operations 50% by 
2025, with baselines and progress to be measured 
using the FLW Standard. Some leading companies, 
like Nestlé and Tesco, are already measuring and 
publicly reporting on their food loss and waste. The 
Food Loss & Waste Protocol can be found at www.
FLWProtocol.org 

Public Consultations launched by EU

The EU Commission has just launched a public 
consultation concerning one important policy 
areas. 
The consultations concern “Agriculture and Rural 
Development” and “Fisheries and Aquaculture”. 
Interested and qualified persons can contribute via 
the “Your Voice in Europe” site: http://ec.europa.eu/
yourvoice/consultations/index_en.htm . And more 
specifically, the site for the sectors just mentioned 
is http://ec.europa.eu/research/consultations/sc2-
wp2018-2020/consultation%5Fen.ht

www.eaap.org

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/consultations/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/consultations/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/consultations/sc2-wp2018-2020/consultation%5Fen.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/consultations/sc2-wp2018-2020/consultation%5Fen.htm
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The Flash-e-news is the Official EAAP Newsletter. This interesting update about activities of the European animal 
science community, presents information on leading research institutions in Europe and also informs on developments 
in the industry sector related to animal science and production. The Newsletter is sent to all EAAP Members and 
supporters. You are all invited to submit information for the newsletter. Please send information, news, text, photos and 
logo to: eleonora@eaap.org . 

EAAP Secretariat is located at the following address: Via G. Tomassetti 3, A/1 - Rome (Italy). Tel.: +39-06-44 20 26 39;
Fax: +39-06-44 26 67 98; E-mail: eaap@eaap.org

Production staff: Andrea Rosati, Eleonora Azzaro, Milan Zjalic.

Graphics design and layout: Gianfilippo Ercolani.

Address Corrections: If your email address is going to be changed please send us the new one, so that we can 
continue to deliver the Newsletter to you.
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