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EDITORIAL
EDITORIAL BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL  

Dear friend, the end of a year is a good time to look back, reflecting on achievements, and to look forward, 

to see what we still need to accomplish. In an organization as big as EAAP, with 34 country members, almost 

3000 individual members, 6 staff persons, around 10 consultants, over 100 persons working voluntarily for EAAP, 

no one can ever see the entirety of our work. That’s a pity, because in fact, what we are able to do in support 

of the European animal science network is quite remarkable. We don’t usually draw attention to the work of 

individual people - we work as a whole. But in this short editorial I want to look at a few particular moments 

through the year where I have been especially proud of what has been achieved. And at the outset I want to 

thank you all: members, staff, consultants, voluntary people.

Last August we held the annual meeting in Tallinn, the beautiful capital of a small but dynamic country. 

Wherever I meet people, I receive positive comments about the meeting that we had, both for the scientific 

quality and for the local organization. The analysis of answers from the meeting questionnaire proved the same. 

For this reason I must thank the Scientific Committee, the invited speakers, chairs and authors participating to 

the meeting. But I also want to thank the Estonian colleagues and friends who organized perfectly the annual 

meeting. Their efforts were greatly appreciated. 

The publication of the journals “animal”, “Advances in animal bioscience” and “Animal Frontiers” continues as 

usual and maintains the high quality of our scientific dissemination. These journals also continue to serve animal 

science authors by offering good dissemination venues for their researches. The open-access format is already 

adopted by “Animal Frontiers” and is beginning to be used for some articles in Animal. I take this chance to 

thank the editors, the reviewers and the publishers of those journals. And of course thanks to the authors who 

published in our journals as a logic instrument for disseminating their research.

.....CONTINUES
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In 2017 we held three industry workshops in 
cooperation with Adisseo, Animine and Ajinomoto, 
three animal nutrition companies, very different 
among themselves but with the same wish to 
disseminate to technicians scientific knowledge and 
to do it in cooperation with EAAP. One workshop 
was held in Barcelona and the other two in Paris. 
They were overall regarded as great experiences 
especially for the close relations that were created 
between livestock industry and animal science. 
Big thanks go to the industry representatives who 
believed in the importance of cooperating with 
EAAP and therefore with the European animal 
scientists network. We are looking ahead to continue 
to organize similar events with industries.

EAAP also worked this year as partner, mainly for 
dissemination, to five EU projects and a couple of 
EU Cost Actions. Through the EU projects we were 
able to do one of the most important institutional 
goals: disseminating animal science. By undertaking 
this task we were able to meet and cooperate 
with a large group of excellent animal scientists 
and industry representatives. I wish to thank the 
coordinators of the projects and Cost Actions with 
whom we are working and also everyone who was 
active to make such projects successful.

There are many other are the activities that EAAP 
has done in 2017 that deserve to be mentioned 
in detail, but the list is too long to write more than 
a couple of words: lobbying in Brussels to defend 
animal science, preparing next annual meetings, 
writing the Newsletters, developing and maintaining 
the organization websites, dealing with sponsors, 
support two new Study Commissions (Insects and 
Precision Livestock Farming), dealing with the EU 
data protection rules, keeping the budget in line 
with resources and tasks, etc. 

We can look ahead into the New Year with 
confidence, hope and resilience. We know that 
there are vast tasks ahead. But we also know that we 
have the right resources to meet those challenges.
Thank you for all your hard work. I wish you all the 
very best for the New Year ahead.

NEWS FROM EAAP

EAAP 165th Council Meeting

On December 14th and 15th, the EAAP Council 
members were in Rome for the 165th Council 
meeting. There were many items to discuss about 
management and strategies of our organization. 
It was an intensive meeting in which members 
reviewed the Tallinn annual meeting using the 
answers and comments from those who participated 
to the questionnaire. From one annual meeting to 
the next: another important topic to discuss was 
related to the preparation of the Dubrovnik annual 
meeting to be held next summer. A very important 
agenda item discussed by the Council was the 
analysis of the proposals that EAAP received for 
publishing the Book of Abstracts and the Programme 
of the annual meeting. As you can read in another 
part of the current Newsletter, the best option for the 
triennial 2019-2021 was the proposal arrived from 
Wageningen Academic Publisher. Other important 
topic was the development of EAAP activities for 
Dissemination for International Projects, mainly 
EU supported projects, and for industry meetings. 
The summary of the decisions taken will be soon 
available on our website (www.eaap.org) and sent 
to the Country Members representatives. Overall it 
was an efficient meeting that also helps the building 
of a team feeling among Council members and 
Secretariat staff. Next meeting will be held in the 
second half of March together with the members of 
the Scientific Committee, i.e. the Presidents of the 
Study Commissions.

http://www.eaap.org
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Wageningen Academic Publishers will publish EAAP 
Book of Abstracts for 2019-2021

The contract that EAAP has with the current 
publisher, Wageningen Academic Publishers, for the 
production of the Book of Abstracts and the annual 
meeting Programme will expire in one-year time. 
EAAP Council decided, for the first time, to invite 
publically for a bid from publishers to guarantee the 
publications that we need for our annual meeting. 
After the analysis of the submitted proposals it was 
decided to continue to work with Wageningen 
Academic Publisher for three years, from 2019 to 
2021 as requested in the public bid. The selected 
proposal was considered to be the best for the 
expertise of the proposing company, for the relative 
costs, for guaranteeing to provide a good service 
to participants at the annual meeting and to EAAP 
in general. Congratulation again to Wageningen 
Academic Publishers, EAAP is looking to continue to 
work with mutual satisfaction.

EAAP is looking for a motivated person to interact 
with industries

EAAP is constantly strengthening the cooperation 
with industries on several levels. Therefore, we are 
looking for motivated persons to broaden the staff 
dedicated to interacting with industries for:

1. Increasing the cooperation between industries 
and EAAP and animal scientists, 

2. Supporting the inclusion of industries in EU 
supported projects,

3. Organizing Academy Workshops (organized jointly 
by EAAP and a dedicated industry),

4. Sponsoring activities and much more. 

The endeavours are paid accordingly with the 
obtained results. If you are interested please send 
an email to eaap@eaap.org, more details will be 
given. If you are not directly interested but you know 
someone who could be, please show him/her this 
offer. 

Open call for UEECA scholarships to attend the 2018 
EAAP Annual Meeting

Following the initiative started by UEECA (Unión de 
Entidades Españolas de Ciencia Animal) in 2015, this 
year UEECA has open again a call for 4 scholarships 
to attend the 2018 EAAP Annual Meeting in 
Dubrovnik.
The application requirements are to be a PhD 
student, member of one of the Spanish societies 
in the UEECA union, and not being recipient of a 
UEECA or EAAP scholarship in the past. The deadline 
for submission is 15 January 2018, and information 
on the call is available at http://ueeca.agripa.org/. 
Candidates will be notified of the resolution by 15 
February 2017, so that they can submit their abstracts 
on the congress website before the deadline of 1 
March 2018.

 EAAP  PEOPLE PORTRAIT

Valentina Ferrante

Valentina Ferrante is a Vet and since 2015 she 
is the secretary of the EAAP Study Commission 
on Animal Health and Welfare. Although she is 
not full time involved in EAAP but she declared 
that she found this work a great opportunity 
to collaborate in a very dynamic group with 
colleagues of high scientific conscience.
As researcher and Diplomat of the “European 

mailto:eaap@eaap.org
http://ueeca.agripa.org/
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College of Animal Welfare and Behavioural 
Medicine”, she works on animal behaviour welfare 
in different livestock species but mainly in Poultry and 
Cattle on the assessment of their ability to adapt 
to intensive farming systems using several welfare 
indicators such as productivity and behavioural 
reactivity. Valentina had the opportunity to give 
her contribution to the definition of protocols for 
poultry (Welfare Quality) and turkey (AWIN) welfare 
evaluation. As expert on poultry welfare she 
had the unique opportunity to chair the Welfare 
group nr. 9 of the WPSA on Poultry Production 
and Welfare and to be the Italian national 
representative of the COST Action Group Housenet 
on damaging behaviour in pigs and poultry.
Recently her researches are more oriented to 
the sustainability of food production chain with 
emphasis on the organic animal production. In this 
context I made some researches on biodiversity 
preservation of poultry breeds, on use free range 
in organic laying hens to enhance their welfare 
but also to reduce environmental impact. All these 
activities led me to the Presidency of the Italian 
Association of Organic and Biodynamic Association.
Studying animals and their environment and 
behaviour with some colleagues she succeeded 
in deposit a patent of an idea that lead to the 
foundation of the Spin-off BloomVet srl aimed 
to produce a device for an early warning 
of enteropathy in intensive farm animals.
Valentina declare not to have many hobbies but 
she likes to cook for her family and friends (best 

dishes are lasagna, roasted meat and crostata!). 
She has a daughter and a son and they live in 
the country in the surroundings of Milano on a 
dairy farm managed by her husband and, during 
the summer holidays, she enjoys in preparing 
tomatoes and vegetable preserves as well as jams.

The missiiarden or at the sea. Her favourite hobby is 
skiing during winter time.

F R O M  S C I E N C E  A N D 
I N N O VA T I O N  

Interview Prof. Nanna Roos: Associate Professor at 
the University of Copenhagen, specialist in edible 
insects and insects in the diet 

Specialising in human nutrition, Nanna Roos, based 
at the University of Copenhagen, has been working 
on the potential of insects in human nutrition for 
many years, in low-income countries and in the 
recent years, also in an European context. Having 
initially begun her work focussing on underutilised 
food resources in developing countries, primarily 
focussing on fish, Nanna became aware of the 
potential of insects when conducting the research 
project WinFood in Cambodia and Kenya.  Having 
been invited for the 2012 FAO Consultation on 
Insects for Food and Feed, Nanna continued the 
work on edible insects in Kenya, Thailand and 
Cambodia as leader of the GREEiNSECT project 
(www.greeinsect.ku.dk), Nanna has conducted 
research in the largely unknown territory of edible 
insects and their nutritional potential in diets, paving 
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the way for this emerging sector. Read the full article 
on International InsectCentre Newsletter.  
 

Best nutrition for footpad health

Getting water lines operating optimally is considered 
one of the best ways to boost performance. Here, 
we consider how to get the basics right. Providing 
safe, palatable water in sufficient quantities is 
fundamental to achieving the genetic potential 
for growth and egg production in poultry flocks, 
says specialist poultry vet Ian Lowery. Mr Lowery of 
Crowshall Veterinary Services, Attleborough, Norfolk, 
has a particular interest in drinking water for poultry. 
He explains that poultry birds are metabolically very 
active and so have a high dependency on water. 
Read the full article on Poultry World.  

FROM EU
 (POLICIES AND PROJECTS)

European Commission: launch of the Horizon2020 
Dashboard on the Participant Portal

The European Commission announced on 23rd 
November 2017 the launch of the Horizon 2020 
Dashboard on the Participant Portal. This novel 
view on Horizon 2020 implementation data 
provides powerful analytical functions, with new 
opportunities for programme reporting, impact 
analysis, preparing feedback to policy making and 

decision making on future priorities. All data can be 
viewed and analysed in aggregated form but also 
detailed views on individual calls, topics, countries, 
organisation types etc. are possible, down to 
the level of individual projects and beneficiaries 
(including links to the individual project pages on 
CORDIS).

In its initial version, two sets of functionalities are 
provided:

•      Aggregated Data on participation in proposals

•  Aggregated and detailed data on funded 
projects

These views are accessible directly via the 
Participant Portal home page and via the new 
portal page Projects & Results.

INvertebrateIT: open for proposals from SMEs 

INvertebrateIT is an innovative project funded by the 
EU to work towards sustainable aquaculture using 
invertebrates. Until January 15th, INvertebrateIT 
is open for proposals from SMEs relating to 
invertebrate-based feed solutions for aquaculture, 
with opportunities for funding, technical support 
and business support.

Click here for more information and to participate!

VetBioNet Project: 1st Stakeholder’s meeting

To achieve its goals and maximise its impact, 
VetBioNet aims at identifying potential stakeholders 
and develop mechanisms for exchanging 
knowledge with them. To this end, the VetBioNet 
consortium held a Stakeholder Meeting on 27th and 
28th November 2017 at COPA-COGECA in Brussels. 
Read more about the event and its results here.

http://mailchi.mp/9ab3db54c17d/iic-newsletter-nordic-november?e=ac327baa42
http://www.poultryworld.net/Nutrition/Articles/2017/12/Getting-water-right-on-broiler-farms-223471E/?cmpid=NLC%7Cworldpoultry%7C2017-12-11%7CGetting_water_right_on_broiler_farms
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/dashboard/sense/app/e02e4fad-3333-421f-a12a-874ac2d9f0db/sheet/941d3afe-da24-4c2e-99eb-b7fcbd8529ee/state/analysis
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/dashboard/sense/app/e8a41234-20b4-4e7e-80ef-335dd9e6ae36/sheet/941d3afe-da24-4c2e-99eb-b7fcbd8529ee/state/analysis
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/dashboard/sense/app/93297a69-09fd-4ef5-889f-b83c4e21d33e/sheet/erUXRa/state/analysis
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/home.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/projectresults/index.html
http://invertebrateitproject.eu/
http://www.eaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/INV_IPIFF_Flyer_1_.pdf
http://www.vetbionet.eu/first-vetbionet-stakeholders-meeting/
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Commission welcomes agreement on key legislation 
to tackle climate change

The European Parliament and Council on 14th 
December reached a provisional agreement on 
a key legislative proposal for implementing the 
EU’s 2030 climate objectives – on accounting of 
emissions from land use, land use change and 
forestry (LULUCF). They form part of the EU’s policy 
to drive Europe’s transition to a modern and clean 
economy. Read the full article on EC press release.

GplusE project: Genotype plus Environment integration 
for a more sustainable dairy production system.

The GplusE project is funded under the EU FP7 
programme. It started in January 2014 and will end 
in December 2018. 

Aims
The aim of the GplusE project is to contribute to 
the sustainability of dairy cow production systems 
through the optimal integration of genomic 
selection and novel management protocols 
based on the development and exploitation of 
genomic data and supporting novel phenotyping 
approaches. The main specific  objectives are:

• To develop and validate new phenotypes easily-
measured in milk that can supplement or correlate 
with and replace traditional phenotypes (milk yield 
and composition, fertility, product quality, traditional 
disease and fertility records).

• To identify novel genomic markers, including 
causative mutations, for the key phenotypic traits 
(productivity, efficiency, environmental footprint, 
health, fertility and animal welfare) that can be 
used for genetic selection.

• To generate ENCODE-like data for the bovine 
as a public resource that can be used for 
both genetic selection in dairy cattle and to 
increase understanding of genotype/phenotype 
associations across all species.

• To define the key interacting problems that 
contribute to management of dairy cows under 
different systems that will allow the building and 
validation of an appropriate management blueprint 
based on Hazard Analysis & Critical Control Point 
(HACCP) and Evolutionary Operations (EVOP) 
principles.

• To develop new breeding and management 
strategies that incorporate the new genomic 
information attaching to the common currency 
phenotypic data established through the project.

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-17-5286_en.htm
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• To disseminate the information widely to 
producers, consumers and the scientific community 
and to use the project to train a new generation of 
young scientists in the specialism of bio-informatics.

Partners
GplusE is coordinated by Mark Crowe, School of 
Veterinary Medicine, University College Dublin, 
Ireland. The consortium comprises a total of 16 
partners from Ireland, Belgium, Denmark, UK, Italy, 
The Netherlands, Germany, China and USA. Both 
academic and industry partners are represented in 
the consortium. 

EAAP involvement in the project
EAAP, through Michel Bonneau and Marlène 
Sciarretta, is leader of the work package on 
dissemination of knowledge. A project website was 
created (750.989 hits with 87.002 visits in 2017). We 
also produced a start-up brochure and a poster 
describing the project.
EAAP organised a Policy Dialogue meeting during 
the 66th Annual Meeting of the EAAP in Warsaw 
in 2015, entitled “Technical, economic, societal 
and environmental issues associated with highly 
productive dairy cows: How the GplusE project can 
help”. GplusE has also supported a session at the 
2016 Annual Meeting of the EAAP in Belfast: “Novel 
milk-based phenotypes for use in breeding and 
management applications in dairy production”. A 
joint session was held with the COST action DairyCare 
at the EAAP Annual Meeting in Tallinn in 2017 on 
“Non-invasive monitoring of physiological state 
(animal biology)”, followed by a Policy Dialogue 
meeting that could be attended on Youtube via 
live streaming “Milk based biomarkers to monitor 
the physiological state of dairy cows”.

Expected outcomes
• Identification of SNPs that add new and precisely 
defined phenotypes to selection programmes and 
management systems, enabling cows to remain 
healthy and thereby improving longevity and 
welfare.

• Development of new management systems that 
will enable a better knowledge of the health and 
welfare status of individual animals and quicker 

managerial responses to animal disorders.
• An increase in general cow health traits and, thus, 
a potential increase in intrinsic resistance to disease, 
will also result in reduced antibiotic intervention for 
the European dairy herd.

• This will not only lead to an increased food-
product quality due to a lower incidence and 
scale of antibiotic residues, but may also help to 
slow down the development of multi-drug resistant 
bacteria through more appropriate and targeted 
use of antibiotics
Visit the GplusE public website for more insights on 
the activities and productions of the project. 
This project has received funding from the 
European Union’s Seventh Framework Programme 
for research, technological development and 
demonstration under grant agreement n° 613689

INDUSTRY AND INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS

 
Are alternative sources of poultry protein efficient?

Feed costs account for nearly 70-80% of the total 
costs in poultry production. In many cases, this may 
be out of reach for smallholder poultry farmers who 
lack economies of scale and access to credit. This 
makes the prospects of utilising insects as a source 

http://www.gpluse.eu/
http://www.gpluse.eu/wp-content/uploads/GplusE_brochure_web-quality.pdf
http://www.eaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/GplusE_poster_web.pdf
http://www.gpluse.eu/
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of protein feasible because they are much cheaper 
and available throughout the year. However, do 
these alternative sources offer the same efficacy? 
Read the full article on All About Feed. 

UK participation in Horizon 2020 secured

A last-minute withdrawal deal to end phase one of 
the Brexit negotiations has been reached between 
UK prime minister Theresa May and European 
Commission president Jean-Claude Juncker, firing 
the starting gun for talks on a future relationship 
between Britain and the European Union. The deal 
signals that agreement has been reached in the 
three areas that have thus far been sticking points 
in the talks: citizens’ rights, the divorce bill, and the 
border between Ireland and Northern Ireland. Read 
the full article on Research Fortnight. 

JOB  OFFERS

Quantitative Geneticist Aquaculture at Hendrix 
Genetics. in Boxmeer (The Netherlands) 

Hendrix Genetics is currently recruiting a Quantitative 
Geneticist Aquaculture for the R&D team of Hendrix 
Genetics Aquaculture in Boxmeer, the Netherlands.
You will carry out genetic and genomic analyses 
for our aquaculture breeding programmes for 
salmon, trout and shrimp, and you will be required 
to communicate effectively on use of genetics 
with senior management, production teams and 
customers all over the world.

The job holder is required to have a Masters in 
Animal Genetics or similar with several years of 
experience in commercial breeding programmes. 
A PhD is desirable. Fluency in English is essential.
For more information please visit the job vacancy. 

FAO - AMR consultant position 

FAO is recruiting an Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) 
Diagnostics Specialist 
If you are interested please read the job vacancy. 

Deadline: 5th January 2018 

http://www.allaboutfeed.net/New-Proteins/Articles/2017/6/Are-alternative-sources-of-poultry-protein-efficient-143546E/?cmpid=NLC|allaboutfeed_focus|2017-12-14|Are_alternative_sources_of_poultry_protein_efficient?
http://www.researchresearch.com/news/article/?articleId=1372033
https://career.hendrix-genetics.com/en/all-jobs/Quantitative-Geneticist-Aquaculture/
https://jobs.fao.org/careersection/fao_external/jobdetail.ftl?job=170080&tz=GMT%2B01%3A00
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PhD Walsh Fellowship Scheme opportunity in pig 
health and welfare at Teagasc (Ireland)

A PhD Walsh Fellowship Opportunity in Pig Health 
and Welfare “Improving the detection of respiratory 
disease and tail lesions to improve pig welfare and 
reduce antimicrobial use” is currently available at 
Teagasc.  
Requirements: Applicants should have an Honours 
degree (1H or 2H1) or a Masters in Animal Science, 
Veterinary Science or in another relevant discipline. 
A full driving licence is essential. The successful 
candidate will be expected to conduct field work 
on commercial pig farms and slaughterhouses and 
should have a keen interest in animal welfare. 

Award: The 4 year PhD Fellowship is a joint research 
project between Teagasc and University College 
Dublin. The fellowship provides an award of € 22,000 
per annum, this amount comprises a maintenance 
award to the student and fees of up to a maximum 
of € 6,000 per annum. 

Application Procedure: Submit an electronic copy 
of your Curriculum Vitae (to include the names and 
contact details of two referees) and a cover letter 
simultaneously to: 
• Dr Laura Boyle, Pig Research Centre, Teagasc, 
Moorepark, Fermoy, Co. Cork, email: Laura.Boyle@
teagasc.ie • Dr James Gibbons, Veterinary Sciences 
Centre, UCD, Belfield, Dublin 4, email: james.
gibbons@ucd.ie 

For more information please read the job vacancy.
Closing date: 5th January 2018

PhD position “Ecological epigenetics and the brain: 
the evolutionary consequences of epigenomic 
modifications in a songbird” at NIOO-KNAW, NIN-KNAW 
and Hubrecht Institute (Amsterdam, The Netherlands)

This unique inter-disciplinary collaboration between 
three of the larger institutes of the KNAW aims to 
elucidate the function of epigenetic regulation in 
the great tit brain to be able to study its role for the 
evolution of behaviour.

Requirements:
We are looking for: 1) a highly motivated, inventive, 
communicative biologist with a background 
in behavioural (epi)genetics or behavioural 
neuroscience 2) Experience with NGS technologies 
and/or bioinformatics are important advantages. 
3) A high standard of spoken and written English is 
required, as are good quantitative and analytical 
capabilities; 4) excellent interpersonal and 
communication skills and required; 5) You should 
have an MSc or equivalent in Biology or a related 
discipline, preferably with a strong background in 
Ecological Genetics or Neurobiology; 6) you are 
expected to have an excellent academic record 
(list of examination marks from your university study) 
and 7) be curious, creative and ambitious; 8) you 
should be able to write scientific articles and reports 
(to be proven by your graduation thesis or another 
comparable report).Starting date: 1st March 2018.

Deadline: 8th January 2018 (interviews will take 
place early February 2018)

For more information please visit the job vacancy or 
contact Dr. K. van Oers  (k.vanoers@nioo.knaw.nl)

PhD Studentship: Project “Worms, sheep and 
environment: integrating ecological perspectives 
into anthelmintic resistance management”, at 
University of Glasgow and Moredun Research 
Institute (United Kingdom)

A PhD studentship is currently available at University 
of Glasgow and Moredun Research Institute.
The overall aim of this studentship is to take a 
multidisciplinary approach to investigate the nature 
and consequences of anthelmintic resistance in 
an important parasite of sheep, the nematode 
Haemonchus contortus. The project will focus on 
resistance to ivermectin, which is one of the key 
anthelmintics for controlling livestock parasites.
The student will spend at least 3 months per year with 
the Industrial CASE partner (Moredun Scientific), to 
receive specific training in the requirements of the 
animal health industry involved in the development 
and registration of veterinary medicines. 

mailto:james.gibbons@ucd.ie
mailto:james.gibbons@ucd.ie
https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/about/walsh-fellowships/2017089_Web_Advert_v3.pdf
https://knaw.nl/nl
https://nioo.knaw.nl/en/vacatures/phd-student-position-ecological-epigenetics-and-brain
mailto:k.vanoers@nioo.knaw.nl
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Funding Details : Research Councils UK standard 
stipend (£14,764 pa + full fees). This is one of three 
NERC CASE studentships to start October 2018 at 
Glasgow. Duration - 4 years

The candidate must have been ordinarily resident 
in the UK throughout the 3-year period preceding 
the date of application for an award, not wholly or 
mainly for the purposes of full time education. A 2:1 
(B) or equivalent is required at undergraduate level.  
Students who have not met this but have taken a 
masters-level course could be considered.

If interested, please send Full CV + contact details 
of at least 2 referees and a cover letter indicating 
motives and qualifications for undertaking the 
project to Barbara Mable (Barbara.mable@
glasgow.ac.uk).  Eligible applicants will be asked to 
submit a formal application to the University.

Deadline: Initial shortlisting for applications received 
by 8th January 2017 but applications will be 
reviewed until the position is filled.

For more information please read here. 

PhD position “Characterization of the genomic 
variation of a local cattle breed using whole-
genome sequencing data” at University of Zurich –
Institute of Agricultural Sciences (Zurich, Swizerland)

The Animal Genomics group at the Institute of 
Agricultural Sciences (University of Zurich) invites 
applications for a PhD position in “Characterization 
of the genomic variation of a local cattle breed 
using whole-genome sequencing data”. 
The objective of the PhD project is to generate and 
analyze whole-genome sequencing data of a local 
dual-purpose (meat and milk) cattle breed in order 
to characterize genomic variation that segregates 
within that population. The PhD candidate will be 
responsible for the analysis of pedigree, genotype 
and individual level sequence read data. 

The successful candidate should have a strong 
interest in animal breeding and genetics, statistical 
genomics and/or computational biology. 
Applicants should hold a MSc degree in agricultural 
science, animal science, genetics, computational 
biology, bioinformatics or related disciplines. Affinity 
to animal breeding, statistics, bioinformatics and 
computational biology is required. The writing of 
scientific papers and participation in international 
conferences requires good knowledge of English.

The duration of the position is three years and the 
position is available from March 2018 (negotiable).
For further information regarding the advertised 
position and application click here or contact Prof. 
Hubert Pausch at hubert.pausch@usys.ethz.ch (no 
applications).
Deadline: 15th January 2018.

mailto:Barbara.mable@glasgow.ac.uk
mailto:Barbara.mable@glasgow.ac.uk
http://www.eaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/PhD_Studentship_University_Glasgow.pdf
http://www.ag.ethz.ch/
https://apply.refline.ch/845721/5874/pub/1/index.html
https://apply.refline.ch/845721/5874/pub/1/index.html
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CONFERENCES   AND  WORKSHOPS

January 9th – 11st, 2018 in Lyon, France

VaxInLive 2018 Symposium

The Symposium on Vaccinology to be held in Lyon 
(France) on Wednesday, the 10th of January, 2018. 
The purpose of the VaxInLive 2018 Symposium is to 
provide a platform for discussions and exchanges 
on advanced research in the field of Vaccinology. 
VaxInLive 4th edition will see the participation of 
a bunch of outstanding international speakers to 
celebrate the new year 2018 (12 eminent professors, 
researchers or industrialists) with 2 “keynote lectures” 
by: Prof Stefan H. Kaufmann; and Prof. Alain Fischer. 
The program for this unique “rendez-vous” and the 
registration form (free, mandatory) are available on 
the Symposium website

January 13rd - 17th, 2018 in San Diego, CA, USA

XXVI Conference International Plant & Animal 
Genome 

The Plant and Animal Genome XXVI Conference 
(PAG) will be held in San Diego, CA, USA in 

January 13-17, 2018. It is designed to provide a 
forum on recent developments and future plans 
for plant and animal genome projects. Consisting 
of technical presentations, poster sessions, exhibits 
and workshops, the conference is an excellent 
opportunity to exchange ideas and applications on 
this internationally important project. An International 
Goat Genome Consortium workshop will take place 
at PAG in San Diego on Monday, January 15 2018. 
The main topics to be targeted at the workshop 
include genetic diversity, genetic diseases, 
comparative genomics, genome assembly, and 
functional genomics. If you plan on attending PAG 
this year and you expect to have results that could 
be presented during this workshop, please send 
your abstract (250 words maximum), with a title, 
list of authors and a corresponding author e-mail 
to Gwenola Tosser-Klopp (gwenola.tosser@inra.fr) 
before October the 10th. Final decision on the list of 
speakers will be made on October the 17th during 
an IGGC phone Conference. For more information 
please visit the conference website. 

Transform the future of  
agriculture with genomics
 
Sequencing. Microarrays. Informatics.

Exponential population growth and a changing climate create unique challenges 
for those working to maintain the food supply. To overcome this, many are turning 
to science and agricultural genomics.
 
By identifying desirable traits, Illumina’s agrigenomics technologies are helping 
animal breeders and researchers drive sustainable productivity, leading to 
healthier and more productive livestock.

Learn more about Illumina solutions for livestock at www.illumina.com/agrigenomics

https://clarolineconnect.univ-lyon1.fr/icap_website/1228/24407
http://www.intlpag.org/
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January 31st – February 1st, 2018 in Surrey, United 
Kingdom

VetBioNet Workshop: “BSL3/BSL3+ Aquatic Animal 
Infection Facilities: Steps To Achieving Conformity 

With ISO Biocontainment Standards”

The VetBioNet consortium is organizing the workshop 
“BSL3/BSL3+ Aquatic Animal Infection Facilities: Steps 
To Achieving Conformity With ISO Biocontainment 
Standards”, which is related to the activities of WP3, 
Task 3.2. The workshop will take place at APHA 
Weybridge on 31st January and 1st February 2018. 
Participation to the first day of the event is open to 
stakeholders and organizations outside VetBioNet 
project partners. If interested in taking part to the 
workshop, please contact Ms. Una McCarthy (Una.
McCarthy@gov.scot). For more information and the 
agenda please visit the website. 

February 11th-16th, 2018 in Auckland, New Zealand

WCGALP meeting

The Organising Committee of the World Congress on 
Genetics Applied to Livestock Production is gearing 
up to the meeting in Auckland, New Zealand, that 
will be held in February 2018. Registrations are 

opened since  December 2016. Call for papers will 
open on May 1st, 2017 and close on September 7th, 
2017. For more information, please visit the congress 
website.

February 25th - 27th, 2018 in Tel Aviv, Israel

Congress on Controversies in Bovine Health, Industry 
& Economics (BovineC)

The Congress on Controversies in Bovine Health, 
Industry & Economics (BovineC) is a unique get-
together meeting where controversial topics in 
bovine health, industry and economics will be 
discussed between veterinaries, scientists and 
farmers. The main subjects of the Congress should 
be related to cattle however, abstracts related to 
sheep and goats will be also accepted. Abstract 
submission deadline: October 3, 2017. For more 
information please visit the congress website. 

May 15th – 20th, 2018, in Wuhan, China

2nd International Conference “Insects to Feed the 
World” (IFW 2018)

The 2nd International Conference “Insects to Feed 
the World” aims to address all aspects related to 
insects as food and feed and will bring together 

www.eaap.org

A NEW MEDIA PLATFORM 
DEDICATED TO THE FEED 
WORLD
• Round tables and inter-
views with Key Opinion 
Leaders
• Topics ranging from feed 
to food

A NEW MEDIA PLATFORM DEDICATED 
TO THE FEED WORLD

• Focus on industry issues

• Roundtables and interviews
  with scientific experts

•  Enabling interaction
   with participants

www.feedchannel.online

LIVE REPLAY Q & A

http://mailto;Una.McCarthy@gov.sco
http://mailto;Una.McCarthy@gov.sco
http://www.vetbionet.eu/event/vetbionet-workshop-bsl3bsl3-aquatic-animal-infection-facilities-steps-to-achieving-conformity-with-iso-biocontainment-standards/?instance_id=9
http://www.wcgalp.com/wcgalp18
http://www.wcgalp.com/wcgalp18
http://www.bovinec.com/
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June 2nd 2018: Registration closes

For further information please see the attachment 
or get in contact with Prof. Dr. Matthias Gauly 
(Matthias.Gauly@unibz.it).

June 24th-27th, 2018, in Knoxville, TN, USA   

ADSA Annual Conference and Tradeshow

Mark your calendars now for the 2018 Annual Meeting 
of the American Dairy Science Association (ADSA), 
the most comprehensive dairy science meeting 
in the world. As a global forum for professionals, 
educators, and students, the meeting will attract 
more than 1,500 dairy foods and production 
specialists with common but diverse interests in the 
future of dairy science. For further information and 
registrations, please visit ADSA website. 

July 5th-8th, 2018, in Vancouver, Canada

12th World Conference on Animal Production

The 12th World Conference on Animal Production 
will be held in July 5-8 at the Westin Bayshore 
Vancouver. The meeting will be followed by the 
2018 ASAS-CSAS Annual Meeting & Trade Show that 
will be held always in Vancouver in July 8-12. For 
more information please read the brochure.

July 8th-12nd, 2018, in Vancouver, Canada

2018 ASAS-CSAS Annual Meeting & Trade Show

The American Society of Animal Science (ASAS) and 
the Canadian Society of Animal Science (CSAS) will 
hold the 2018 ASAS-CSAS Annual Meeting & Trade 
Show in Vancouver, Canada. The meeting will be 
held in July.  We have three main goals for the 2018 
meeting: 1) to present high quality, relevant science 
that links animal science and animal agriculture, 2) 
to return to our roots, by having a number of social 
events to enhance networking and add a family 
feel to the meeting and 3) to continue to provide 

research scientists, government officials and 
private sector representatives from the food and 
feed sector from both developing and developed 
countries. The overall objective of the conference is 
to further explore the potential of edible insects for 
food and feed security.
For more information, please get in contact 
with Dr. Longyu Zheng (Huazhong Agricultural 
University, China. Email: ly.zheng@mail.hzau.edu.
cn), Dr. Arnold van Huis (Wageningen University, the 
Netherlands. Email: arnold.vanhuis@wur.nl), and 
Dr. Jeffery K. Tomberlin (Texas A&M University, USA. 
Email: jktomberlin@tamu.edu).

June 20th – 22nd, 2018, in Bozen – Bolzano, Italy

1st European Symposium on Livestock Farming in 
Mountain Areas

The Symposium is a joint initiative of the Free University 
of Bozen-Bolzano, the EURAC Research Center, FiBL 
Switzerland, Università degli studi di Padova and 
EAAP. It will be held for the first time in 2018 at the 
Eurac Research Center in Bozen-Bolzano. The overall 
objective of the Symposiums is to bring together 
scientists that deal with questions regarding livestock 
farming in mountain areas in Europe. Mountain 
regions face challenges due to their environmental 
condition that affect the success of production and 
that are similar regardless of geographic location. 
Therefore, the symposium covers a broad range of 
topics including all species relevant to mountain 
farming. Invited speakers, theatre presentations as 
well as poster presentations are foreseen.
Important dates:

December 1st 2017: Abstract submission and 
registration opens

February 28th 2018:    Deadline for abstract 
submission

March 15th 2018: Notification about abstract 
acceptance

April 1st 2018:     Final registration for presenters (both 
oral and poster)

http://www.eaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Layout_flyer.pdf
mailto:Matthias.Gauly@unibz.it
https://www.adsa.org/2018/
https://www.adsa.org/2018/
https://www.adsa.org/2018/
https://www.asas.org/docs/default-source/annual/annmtg2018_regbro_web1.pdf?sfvrsn=544046d1_2
https://www.asas.org/
https://asas.org/csas
mailto:ly.zheng%40mail.hzau.edu.cn?subject=
mailto:mailto:arnold.vanhuis%40wur.nl?subject=
mailto:mailto:jktomberlin%40tamu.edu?subject=
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September 5th-7th, 2018, in Utrecht, The Netherlands   

6th European Veterinary Immunology Workshop

The European Veterinary Immunology Group (EVIG) 
and the local organizing committee are organising 
the 6th EVIW, EVIW2018 in Utrecht, The Netherlands. 
Plenary and concurrent session topics will include: 
1.  Innate immunity; 2. Adaptive immunity; 3. 
Infection and immunity; 4. Vaccination; 5. Clinical 
immunology; 6. Allergy; 7. Mucosal immunology; 8. 
The microbiome in relation to immune responses. 
Further information on registration, abstract 
submission and deadlines will be available soon at 
https://www.eviw2018.com/

October 16th –19, 2018, in Mar del Plata, Argentina

41st Argentine Congress of Animal Production

The 41st Argentine Congress of Animal Production 
will be held in October 16th -19th 2018, in Mar del 
Plata in Argentina. The Congress will be organised 
by AAPA. For further information please see the 
leaflet. 

October 25th – 27th, 2018, in Osijek, Croatia

International Scientific-Expert Conference on the 
Preservation of Animal Genetic Resources

The conference is organized by the Croatian 
Agricultural Agency, the University of Zagreb, the 
Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek and the 
University of Zadar. It provides the possibility for 
verbal presentation, presentation via posters and 
the presentation of your institution/company or as 
a participant.
For further information, please read the first 
notification of the conference and visit the 
conference website.

a successful and sustainable meeting model. For 
more information and registration please visit the 
Annual Meeting website. 

August 1st-3rd, 2018, In Kuching Sarawak, Malaysia

18th AAAP Animal Science Congress

The 18th Asian Australasian Animal Production 
Science Congress will be held in Kuching Sarawak, 
Malaysia. The host of the 2018 congress is MSAP 
(Malaysian Society of Animal Production). The 
organizing committee was launched already in 
early 2016 and now in vivid action. It is expected 
to have again more than 1,000 enrollments 
representing usually 30~40 countries along with 
about 800 scientific presentations. Please remind 
the date and venue city, which is one of the well-
known tourist attraction city in Malaysia. For further 
information please refer the official homepage of 
the 2018 AAAP Animal Science Congress .

August 27th - 31st, 2018 in Dubrovnik, Croatia

69th EAAP Annual Meeting (EAAP 2018)

The Organising and the Scientific Committees are 
delighted to announce that Croatia has been 
chosen as the venue for the 69th Annual Meeting 
of the European Federation of Animal Science. The 
meeting will take place from 27th to 31st August 
2018 in Dubrovnik, one of the most prominent tourist 
destinations in the Mediterranean. The venue for the 
meeting will be the Valamar Resort. EAAP 2018 builds 
on the success of previous EAAP meetings, and it 
will provide an excellent opportunity for scientists 
working with a wide range of animal species and 
in related disciplines to meet and discuss the latest 
developments in animal sciences. For registration 
and other information about the European animal 
science annual meeting, please visit EAAP 2018 
website. 

https://www.eviw2018.com/
https://www.aapa.org.ar/
http://www.eaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Argentine_Congress_of_Animal_Production2018.jpg
http://www.hpa.hr/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/1.-CONFERENCE-2017-FIRST-NOTIFICATION.pdf
http://www.hpa.hr/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/1.-CONFERENCE-2017-FIRST-NOTIFICATION.pdf
http://www.hpa.hr/1-medunarodno-znanstveno-strucna-konferencija-o-ocuvanju-animalnih-genetskih-resursa/
https://www.asas.org/meetings/annual-2018
http://www.msap.my/
http://aaap2018.com/
http://eaap2018.org/
http://eaap2018.org/
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November 27th -29th, 2018, in Alexandria, Egypt

1st International Conference on Animal Genetic 
Resources Conservation in Africa and Asia

The 1st International Conference on Animal Genetic 
Resources Conservation in Africa and Asia will be 
held in November 27th -28th 2018 at the University 
of Alexandria, Egypt. The conference main theme 
will be: “Towards a rational conservation strategy for 
animal genetic resources for food and agriculture in 
Africa and Asia”. More information will be available 
soon. 

September 3rd– 6th, 2019 in Leipzig, Germany

International Symposium on Ruminant Physiology 

The Symposium about Ruminant Physiology will 
be held in Germany in 2019 at the Kongresshalle 
am Zoo of Leipzig. The Symposium is the major 
international conference on ruminant physiology. It 
provides an overview of current, important scientific 
findings and areas of research in the physiology of 
ruminants of all kinds. For more information, please 
visit the symposium website.

http://www.isrp2019.com/
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“The reading of all good books is like 
a conversation with the finest minds of 
past centuries.”

(Rene Descartes)

The Flash-e-news is the Official EAAP Newsletter. This interesting update about activities of the European animal 
science community, presents information on leading research institutions in Europe and also informs on developments 
in the industry sector related to animal science and production. The Newsletter is sent to all EAAP Members and 
supporters. You are all invited to submit information for the newsletter. Please send information, news, text, photos and 
logo to: p.andrea@eaap.org . 

EAAP Secretariat is located at the following address: Via G. Tomassetti 3, A/1 - Rome (Italy). Tel.: +39-06-44 20 26 39;
Fax: +39-06-44 26 67 98; E-mail: eaap@eaap.org

Production staff: Marlène Sciarretta , Andrea Rosati, Eleonora Azzaro, Milan Zjalic.

Graphics design and layout: Gianfilippo Ercolani.

Address Corrections: If your email address is going to be changed please send us the new one, so that we can 
continue to deliver the Newsletter to you.

mailto:eaap@eaap.org

