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EDITORIAL BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL

SCIENCE AND BREXIT, FACTS TO KNOW

After two years of negotiations, EU and the United Kingdom have negotiated a draft plan 

for UK to leave EU. Brussels has recently approved the draft deal that will go to a vote in 

the British parliament on December. What about science? It is very important, not only for 

British scientists, but also for all European scientists how this agreement will impact on the 

scientific environment.

Britain will leave EU on 29 March 2019 and will enter a transition period that ends on 31 

December 2020. During this period, little would change in terms of the country’s scientific 

relationship with the EU. British scientists are worrying if the UK Treasury will make funds 

available for researchers in Britain because beyond the transition period, UK still stands to 

lose 1,13 billion Euros per year that currently arrives from EU, and it’s not clear if this will be 

replaced. 

During the transition period, UK scientists will remain eligible for research grants under 

Horizon 2020 but Britain will not participate in the EU’s next major research funding 

programme, Horizon Europe, starting in 2021 and worth € 100 billion. Hopefully, a later 

trade agreement will properly address this issue. It seems likely that Britain will participate 

in Horizon Europe as an ‘associated’ country, such as Israel and Norway. We also hope 

that there will be cooperation on research regulation and a reciprocal agreement 

allowing researchers to move smoothly between Britain and EU countries. In the case 

of no-deal Brexit, British scientists would not be eligible for any new EU funding bids at 

least until the start of Horizon Europe in 2021, and then there should be negotiated an 

associated-country agreement. With no deal the UK government agreed to underwrite 

any successful EU grant applications signed before 29 March 2019.

Andrea Rosati
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69th EAAP Annual Meeting – Mediterranean 
Working Group

At the 69th EAAP Annual Meeting, the MWG 
organized a thematic session in collaboration with 
the S&G Commission, with 9 invited speakers on 
the topic “Practices and prospects for adapting to 
a challenging Mediterranean environment”. The 
topics addressed were: the current challenges and 
developments in breeding goals in sheep and goat 
breeding programs, including conservation aspects, 
breeding practices and GXE management in dairy 
sheep, adaptation to climate change and thermal 
tolerance, and sustainability aspects, including crop 
– livestock systems dynamics. A panel discussion 
organized at the end of the session to debate on: 
i) the common challenges and stakes in the region, 
and ii) the means to enhance cooperation, focusing 
on the role of research and scientific community.

The panel discussion is summarized at this link. 

Kick-off meeting of the Camelids working 
group

During the International Society of Camelid Research 
and Development (ISOCARD) Conference, 12th–
15th November 2018, the EAAP working group 

on Camelids had the kick-off meeting under the 
chairmanship of the Working Group chair, Peter 
Nagy. Members of the Working Group met, planned 
next actions and decided the strategy to follow to 
create an active group of scientists dedicated to 
Camelids within EAAP countries. This group aims also 
to offer services to North African and Middle East 
countries where Camelids are an important sector 
of livestock industry. The objective is to promote 
the camelid science and practice. ISOCARD that 
hosted us this year, is an important international 
camel conference that is held every 3 years (for 
more info, please visit the website). This year the 
5th conference was held and very well organized 
by Moroccan members in Laayoune, with 280 
participants from 35 different countries. Those who 
are interested in the activities of the EAAP working 
group please send an email to eaap@eaap.org

News from EAAP

http://www.eaap.org/presentation/scientific-structure/across-commissions-working-groups/working-group-mediterranean/
http://www.isocard.net/
mailto:eaap@eaap.org. 
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EAAP People Portrait

Torun Wallgren

Torun’s first EAAP Annual Meeting was in Belfast 
2016 and she has been stuck ever since! She really 
enjoys the scope of the EAAP as well as the nice 
atmosphere. She says that there is always something 
interesting going on in one of the many sessions. 
Over the years, she has also met some really great 
friends here who she looks forward to meeting. 
Also, she knows that every year brings new friends 
and acquaintances. Torun is currently secretary 
in the Young EAAP club and has been so since 

EAAP is looking for a motivated person to interact 
with industries

EAAP is constantly strengthening the cooperation 
with industries on several levels. Therefore, we are 
looking for motivated persons to broaden the staff 
dedicated to interacting with industries for:

1. Increasing the cooperation between industries 
and EAAP and animal scientists, 

2. Supporting the inclusion of industries in EU 
supported projects,

3. Organizing Academy Workshops (organized 
jointly by EAAP and a dedicated industry),

4. Sponsoring activities and much more. 

The endeavours are paid accordingly with the 
obtained results. If you are interested please send 
an email to eaap@eaap.org, more details will be 
given. If you are not directly interested but you 
know someone who could be, please show him/her 
this offer.

mailto:eaap@eaap.org
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her boyfriend Henrik in an apartment in the center 
of Uppsala. In the apartment lives their pet-rabbit 
Waldy who runs the household and has the best 
spot in the sofa. When not in the car or hanging 
out with Henrik and Waldy you can mostly find her 
in the stable together with a gray Arabian horse or 
wherever there is good food and wine!

From Science and Innovation

Exploring the Prokaryotic Community Associated 
with the Rumen Ciliate Protozoa Population

Ciliate protozoa are an integral part of the rumen 
microbiome and were found to exert a large effect 
on the rumen ecosystem itself as well as their host 
animal physiology. Part of these effects have been 
attributed to their ability to harbor a diverse ecto- 
and endo-symbiotic community of prokaryotic cells. 
Studies on the relationship between the protozoa 
population and their associated prokaryotic 

2017. During this years’ conference she has been 
part of planning and executing the Young Scientist 
activities such as the speed dating together with 
Anamarija and Christian. At the conference, you’ll 
usually find her in one of the pig or health and 
welfare sessions. Unless there is a Young Scientist 
session or activity going on of course! She’s from 
Sweden and she has received her bachelor and 
masters’ degree in Animal Science, as well as her 
Agronomist degree from the Swedish University of 
Agricultural Sciences (SLU). After university she went 
on to work with lab animals, mainly mice and rats, 
at Karolinska University Hospital in Stockholm for 
two years. She has also worked in various pig farms 
during her undergraduate studies and pigs are 
still my favorite animal! She has always wanted to 
go back to university and get her PhD and since 
2015, she’s a PhD student at the department of 
Animal Environment and Health at SLU. Torun’s main 
research interests lie in pig production, behavior 
and welfare and her PhD thesis concerns the rearing 
of pigs with intact tails and the usage of straw to 
prevent tail biting. She has been conducting her 
experiments in commercial farms in Sweden and 
she wants to prove that it is possible to rear pigs 
without tail docking. She will, hopefully, defend her 
thesis during the fall of 2019.  Torun spends her time 
outside of work commuting between the office in 
Skara (where the pig production is dense) and her 
home in Uppsala (where she has her family). During 
the long drives she has loads of time to listen to 
books and sing like crazy in the car. She lives with 
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following objectives are optimized: animal productivity, 
intestinal health, environmental impact. SUMINAPP will 
offer new tools for stakeholders in animal production 
chains. 
This project (E! 11780), approved by Eurostars office call, 
is being developed by Animine (France-based supplier 
of trace minerals for animal nutrition) in collaboration 
with PigCHAMP Pro Europa (Spanish company of R&D 
in pig production) and CIRAD (French agricultural 
research and international cooperation organization). 
For more information have a look at SUMINAPP 
website!

From Industry, Governments and 
International Organizations

Alltech: Webinar “Effective mycotoxin analysis” 
Monday 10 December 2018 at 2pm (CET)

In this webinar, Alltech will take a look at some of the 
latest monitoring and analysing methods and how this 
can help reducing the negative impacts of mycotoxins. 
The webinar is aimed at nutritionists, feed industry 
representatives, universities and governments from 
around the world who all look for the latest views and 
study outcomes on how to best control mycotoxins and 
hence reduce the effects on farm performance and 
feed quality.   

Attendance is enterely free. For more information 
please click here. 

community in the rumen mainly focused on the 
methanogens, revealing that protozoa play a major 
role in enhancing methanogenesis potential. Read 
the full article on Frontiersin. 

Effect of zinc oxide sources and dosages on gut 
microbiota and integrity of weaned piglets.

Zinc oxide (ZnO) supplied at pharmacological 
dosage in diets of weaned piglets im-  proves growth 
performance. However, it causes environmental 
contamination and induces bacterial antibiotic 
resistance, yet this practice is debated. Read the 
full article here.  

From EU  (policies and projects)

Have a look at SUMINAPP Project! 

SUMINAPP project aims to provide new insights on 
copper and zinc supplementation in diets of food-
producing animals for more sustainable practices. 
The purpose is to combine scientific results so that the 

https://www.suminapp.eu/
https://www.suminapp.eu/
https://www.onlineseminar.nl/proagricamedia/webinar/23198/webinar-alltech-effective-mycotoxin-analysis
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmicb.2018.02526/full
http://www.eaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/HiZox_piglet_Ghent_Wang.pdf
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  Job offers

2 Vacancies Genetic Data Analyst at University 
of Uppsala (Sweden)

The Interbull Centre (SLU, Uppsala, Sweden) is 
seeking two quantitative geneticists to strengthen 
the delivery of international genetic and genomic 
evaluations in beef and dairy cattle. The focus in 
these roles is on performing and developing data 
analysis for service provision, dealing directly with 
customers worldwide. Responsibilities include 
data management, computation of genetic 
evaluations, estimation of genetic parameters, 
service documentation and support for internal 
and external users. For more information and 
application please visit the SLU website (reference = 
Ref 2018.2.5.1-4153). Closing date for applications: 
2 December 2018. Informal enquires can be made 
to Toine Roozen (Toine.Roozen@slu.se).

Post-Doc position at University of liege (Belgium) 

A post-doc position is available for 3 years project 
at university of Liège, Belgium. The successful 
candidate will be responsible for interacting with 
a large number of partners, including pig breeders 
and producers and other stakeholders and will 
develop innovative scientific research to establish 
tools and procedures to respond to the problem of 
boar taint. If you are interested, please send your CV 
and motivation letter asap to Prof. Nicolas Gengler 
(Nicolas.gengler@uliege.be). For more information 
read the job vacancy. 

  Publications

 
• CABI

Dairy Herd Health (available for purchase)     

• Cambridge University Press

Perception of livestock ecosystem services in 
grazing areas (available for purchase)

• CABI

Beef Cattle Production Systems (available for 
purchase)

https://bit.ly/2Fm30F3
mailto:Toine.Roozen@slu.se
mailto:Nicolas.gengler@uliege.be
https://bit.ly/2BthE9y
https://bit.ly/2PPkQ8c
https://bit.ly/2RgjeRj
https://bit.ly/2RgjeRj
https://bit.ly/2R8drNT
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  Conferences and workshops

May 7-8, 2019 in Zaragoza, Spain

18th Animal Production Conference 

The conference is organized by AIDA (Asociación 
Interprofesional Para el Desarrollo Agrario) and will 
take place at Instituto Agronómico Mediterráneo 
de Zaragoza (CIHEAM, Campus de Aula Dei). The 
latest advances in Animal Production R&D will be 
presented in several scientific sessions. Deadline 
for contributions: January 18, 2019. For further 
information and registration, please visit the event 
webpage.

May 8-10, 2019 in Zaragoza, Wellcome Genome 
Campus United Kingdom

2nd Conference on Animal Genetics and 
Diseases

The second conference in this series will highlight 
recent advances in animal genetics and genomic 
technologies. It will bring together specialists working 
on the interface of genomics, genetic engineering 
and infectious disease with the aims of improving 
animal and human health and welfare. For more 
information and registration please visit the website. 

  Obituary

In memoriam 
David Steane 1938-2018

David Steane of the UK died on 22 November 2018 
in a hospice in England aged 80. Throughout his long 
career David worked with several organisations 
including the Pig Industry Development Association 
and the Meat and Livestock Commission in the 
UK and FAO in Rome and Bangkok. He was an 
active participant in EAAP, WAAP, Rare Breeds 
International, the British Society of Animal Science 
and other institutions.  After retirement from FAO 
David remained in Thailand for many years and 
continued to contribute professionally especially 
in Asia. Only in 2018, he and his wife Lek moved 
to the UK. Sadly, cancer that he had successfully 
fought earlier reappeared. David was a vigorous 
and enthusiastic participant in all the projects 
and activities in which he engaged. Although 
concerned with all aspects of livestock production, 
he was trained in animal genetics and became 
deeply involved with the conservation of animal 
genetic resources. He formed friendships and 
professional relationships with livestock producers 
and colleagues in many countries and will be 
greatly missed for his hard work and persistence in 
the pursuit of facts. I have known David for more 
than 50 years and we worked together in the UK, 
in FAO and RBI. He contributed much, has been a 
wonderful friend and stimulating colleague and will 
be greatly missed. He was typically positive to the 
end. We extend condolences to his wife Lek and 
David’s family. Hopefully a more comprehensive 
account of his life and tribute will be given later. 

John Hodges, Austria.
25 November 2018.

http://www.aida-itea.org/index.php/jornadas-aida/jornadas-2019
http://www.aida-itea.org/index.php/jornadas-aida/jornadas-2019
https://bit.ly/2BujRRZ
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September 3rd– 6th, 2019 in Leipzig, Germany

International Symposium on Ruminant Physiology 

The Symposium about Ruminant Physiology will 
be held in Germany in 2019 at the Kongresshalle 
am Zoo of Leipzig. The Symposium is the major 
international conference on ruminant physiology. 
For more information, please visit the symposium 
website.

September 9th – 12th, 2019 in Belo Horizonte, Brazil

6th EAAP International Symposium on Energy and 
Protein Metabolism and Nutrition (ISEP 2019) 

The organizing committee and EAAP Commission 
on Animal Nutrition invite you to the 6th EAAP 
International Symposium on Energy and Protein 
Metabolism and Nutrition (ISEP 2019). For more 
information, please visit ISEP 2019 website. 

June 27th -29th, 2019, in Bern, Switzerland

17th International Conference on Production 
Diseases in Farm Animals

The ICPD conference is a traditional scientific 
conference dedicated to current topics related 
to farm animal diseases that are related to the 
respective food production systems. The ICPD 2019 
will be held at the University of Bern, Switzerland. For 
more information check the conference website or 
contact us at icpd2019@vetsuisse.unibe. 

August 26th – 30th, 2019 in Ghent, Belgium

70th EAAP Annual Meeting (EAAP 2019)

The Belgian organizing team is delighted to invite 
you to the 70th Annual Meeting of EAAP. The 
meeting will take place from 26th–30th August 
2019 in the historic yet contemporary city of Ghent.  
The meeting will be organized by ILVO under the 
patronage of the Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries from the Flemish Government. For more 
information, please visit EAAP 2019 website.

A NEW MEDIA PLATFORM 
DEDICATED TO THE FEED 
WORLD
• Round tables and inter-
views with Key Opinion 
Leaders
• Topics ranging from feed 
to food

A NEW MEDIA PLATFORM DEDICATED 
TO THE FEED WORLD

• Focus on industry issues

• Roundtables and interviews
  with scientific experts

•  Enabling interaction
   with participants

www.feedchannel.online

LIVE REPLAY Q & A

http://www.isrp2019.com/
http://www.isrp2019.com/
http://isep2019.gigro.com/
mailto:icpd2019@vetsuisse.unibe
https://www.ilvo.vlaanderen.be/default.aspx?tabid=6469&language=en-US
https://www.eaap2019.org/
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September 18th – 20th, 2019 in Instanbul, Turkey

12th World Buffalo Congress 

The 12th World Buffalo Congress will be held in 
Istanbul, Turkey during 18-20 September 2019. The 
theme of WBC2019 is “Efficient Production for the 
World”. In addition to the main congress, there will 
be the Pre-Congress Workshop on “Reproductive 
Biotechnology in Buffalo” during 16-17 September 
2019. For more information and registration please 
visit the website. 

http://www.wbc2019.org/en/


Page 9

N°160 - November  2018 www.eaap.org

“Nothing great has great beginnings”

(Joseph De Maistre)

The Flash-e-news is the Official EAAP Newsletter. This interesting update about activities of the European animal 
science community, presents information on leading research institutions in Europe and also informs on developments 
in the industry sector related to animal science and production. The Newsletter is sent to all EAAP Members and 
supporters. You are all invited to submit information for the newsletter. Please send information, news, text, photos and 
logo to: marlene@eaap.org 

EAAP Secretariat is located at the following address: Via G. Tomassetti 3, A/1 - Rome (Italy). Tel.: +39-06-44 20 26 39;
Fax: +39-06-44 26 67 98; E-mail: eaap@eaap.org

Production staff: Marlène Sciarretta , Andrea Rosati, Eleonora Azzaro, Milan Zjalic.

Graphics design and layout: Gianfilippo Ercolani.

Address Corrections: If your email address is going to be changed please send us the new one, so that we can 
continue to deliver the Newsletter to you.

mailto:marlene@eaap.org
mailto:mailto:eaap%40eaap.org?subject=

