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EDITORIAL BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL

ETHICS & PHILOSOPHY, A NEW SECTION IN THE NEWSLETTER

The EAAP Newsletter is opening a new section in this issue. More than a new section, we 

can call this a new “theme”. The goal in fact is to provide new points of reference and 

arguments to the readers of the EAAP Newsletter. Every few issues, we will host a document 

about the philosophical approach to animal science and the livestock industry. These 

reference points will not be limited to the field of philosophy alone, but will extend to the 

other sciences which, at the periphery of philosophical argument, are often mobilized in 

the debate, such as bio-anthropology, evolutionism, ethology, anthropology or sociology. 

This section will try to give an account of the wealth of controversies, new knowledge and 

arguments, and to allow the reader to form an opinion by themselves on quarrels, often 

bitter, that sometimes lead to commitment. The question here is to acquire the necessary 

critical and discursive tools to orientate oneself in the debate. We will try to deal with 

global controversies and not be limited to the beginning of the twenty-first century, but 

we will attempt to provide references in the history of philosophical and religious ideas, 

to enable the reader to understand in depth the meaning of the current paradigm shift. 

Readers will thus be invited to deepen their knowledge of such theories as the animal 

endowed with reason by Aristotle, or the animal machines by Descartes, or the basis 

of the ethical utilitarianism of Jeremy Bentham with regard to animals. Bernard Esmein 

previously employed at INRA and currently EAAP consultant, who has a philosophical 

education, offers the first issue that you can read in this Newsletter issue.

Andrea Rosati
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Open call for UEECA scholarships to attend the 
2019 EAAP Annual Meeting

The UEECA (Unión de Entidades Españolas de 
Ciencia Animal) is a Spanish union of scientific 
societies involved in animal science that aims, 
among other objectives, at a better representation 
of Spanish animal scientists in the EAAP. With that 
objective and for the third year, the UEECA opens a 
call for 4 scholarships to attend the 2019 EAAP Annual 
Meeting in Ghent. The application requirements are 
to be a PhD student or a postdoctoral fellow (<2 
years after thesis submission by 15 February 2019), 
member of one of the Spanish societies in the UEECA 
union, and not being recipient of a UEECA or EAAP 
scholarship in the past. The deadline for submission 
is 15 January 2019, and information on the call is 
available at the UECCA website. Recipients of 
UEECA scholarships for attending the 2018 EAAP 
meeting in Dubrovnik and their papers available 
here.

EAAP delegation in Athens

George Zervas, former Vice-President of EAAP, 
Eleni Tsiplakou, member of the Nutrition Study 
Commission, and Andrea Rosati, EAAP Secretary 

General, had several successful meetings in Athens 
to strengthen cooperation between Greece and 
EAAP. There was also a private meeting with Mr 
Stavros Arachovitis Minister of Rural Development 
and Food. Topic of the discussion was the 
participation of Greek animal science community 
to EAAP activities. Greece has been active member 
of EAAP since 1962, organized two annual meetings 
(Thessaloniki-Halkidiki 1985 and Heraklion-Crete 
2010), few workshops of the Mediterranean working 
group and had currently some scientists in the Study 
Commissions and Working Groups.

New Year Holidays

We remind you that the EAAP Newsletter will take a 
short break and that next issue will be produced mid 

News from EAAP

http://ueeca.agripa.org/
http://ueeca.agripa.org/post/trabajos-de-los-alumnos-becados-por-la-ueeca-para-el-congreso-de-la-eaap-232969
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4. Sponsoring activities and much more. 

The endeavours are paid accordingly with the 
obtained results. If you are interested please send 
an email to eaap@eaap.org, more details will be 
given. If you are not directly interested but you 
know someone who could be, please show him/her 
this offer.

EAAP People Portrait

Angels Oliver Pratsevall

Angels did her doctorate in IRTA (Ph.D. in Veterinary 
Sciences for the University Autonomous of Barcelona, 
1991) and in 1996-1997 she did a Post-doc in the 
Animal Science group ID-DLO-The Netherlands.  
She had been Director of the Product Quality 
Department of IRTA between 2002 and 2016. As a 
Researcher she has an International background in 
the field of meat quality (technological, nutritional 

of January. We take this chance to wish all readers 
Happy Holidays.

EAAP is looking for a motivated person to interact 
with industries

EAAP is constantly strengthening the cooperation 
with industries on several levels. Therefore, we are 
looking for motivated persons to broaden the staff 
dedicated to interacting with industries for:

1. Increasing the cooperation between industries 
and EAAP and animal scientists, 

2. Supporting the inclusion of industries in EU 
supported projects,

3. Organizing Academy Workshops (organized 
jointly by EAAP and a dedicated industry),

mailto:eaap@eaap.org
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Group of the European Federation for Animal 
production (EAAP) on the field of “Production 
and Utilization of Meat from entire Male Pigs”. She 
participated as a invited Speaker in numerous 
events for the European Commission (DG-SANCO, 
2008, 2010 and 2011) and did Conferences in 
Europe, in Argentina, Uruguay, Colombia, Brazil, 
Mexico and Egypt. These activities facilitates her 
to connect with students and young and senior 
scientists from developing countries. It is a good way 
to share knowledge and for interchange of students, 
she says. In several occasions she was involved in 
the “Curso Internacional-IRTA”as teacher and in 
the organizations of specific courses for the meat 
sector. She has been working extensively with food 
companies. More recently she has been working 
in beef aging. Nowadays Angels is working as Key 
Account Scientist for IRTA-Food Area (January 
2018). This is a new challenge for her and the work 
has to be developed mainly at  European level. 
The main goals are international cooperation in 
research, interchange of knowledge and coach for 
young researchers. She lives in Costa Brava, in the 
northeast of Catalonia, close also to the East part of 
the Pyrenees. She has two daughters who work as 
teachers of foreign languages (one in Germany). 
She likes very much walking (for example in the 
“Camins de Ronda” in the Sea Cost, or in the well 
known as “Camino de Santiago” in Spain). Angels’ 
other hobbies are flowers and interior design of 
houses. She likes reading articles about travels, 
human health and decoration. But the most 

and sensorial quality of the pork and beef meat) in 
relation to the food chain. In order to prepare an 
European project Angels did a scientific stay in the 
University of West of England-UK in 2010-2011. Angels 
Olivier has been the Director of various Master and 
Ph.D. students from her own country and abroad 
(Mexico, Azerbaijan, Brazil, Hungary, Morocco, 
Ecuador…). She has participated in more than 10 
Ph.D. Committees in English and Spanish Universities. 
The most important goal of collaborating in these 
committees is learning and strengthening the 
networking activities. She focused her research work 
on boar taint and meat quality, including bio active 
compounds to produce healthier meat. She has a 
wide expertise on consumer sensory studies on pork 
and beef meat. She has been working either as 
Coordinator in European projects (ALCASDE –Tender 
DG SANTE), Work package leader (YOUNG TRAIN, 
PIGCAS, CAMPIG, OTRAC and recently TREASURE) 
and researcher in BOARCHECK and QUALITY 
PORC-CHAINS. Angels has been involved also in 
numerous National (Spanish Ministry of Science and 
Technology) projects and in International Research 
(Uruguay, China) and Development through the 
Pyrenees. Also she contributed to boost proposals for 
EU research networking (Cost-Actions). Angels has 
more than 77 peer reviewed scientific publications 
(h=33) and she often participated in Scientific 
Congresses. She has been Deputy Editor of the 
Animal Scientific Journal from 2007-2009 (Section of 
Quality of Products, Human Health and wellbeing), 
leader (2011-2013) of the International Working 

Transform the future of  
agriculture with genomics
 
Sequencing. Microarrays. Informatics.

Exponential population growth and a changing climate create unique challenges 
for those working to maintain the food supply. To overcome this, many are turning 
to science and agricultural genomics.
 
By identifying desirable traits, Illumina’s agrigenomics technologies are helping 
animal breeders and researchers drive sustainable productivity, leading to 
healthier and more productive livestock.

Learn more about Illumina solutions for livestock at www.illumina.com/agrigenomics
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Drones in agriculture, the possibilities seem 
endless.

According to experts, the drone is the most 
inexpensive method for fields smaller than 50 
hectares. A drone can also detect problems early. 
The details, delivered by data, are accurate to 
a centimetre. One of the major problems with 
drones is their range. The batteries still provide 
insufficient flight time to cover larger farms. But just 
as in the automotive industry, the technology in this 
area is improving rapidly. Read the full article at 
Futurefarming..  

From EU  (policies and projects)

EU project “Smarter” Kick-off Meeting in 
Toulouse, France

The “Smarter” Kick-off Meeting (KoM) took place 
on 7th-8th November 2018 and was hosted by INRA 
research centre of Toulouse Midi-Pyrénées, France. 

satisfying hobbies for her are travelling and knowing 
different people and cultures (Gastronomy and 
History). Teaching and sharing food knowledge 
related to heritage-traditional production systems, 
in meetings, international conferences, around the 
world are some of her greatest pleasures as well.

From Science and Innovation

Bluetongue: an insect-borne viral disease

Bluetongue is an insect-borne viral disease to which 
all species of ruminants are susceptible, although 
sheep are most severely affected. Cattle and goats 
which appear healthy can carry high levels of the 
virus and provide a source of further infection. The 
disease is caused by a virus which is transmitted 
by certain species of biting midges. The Culicoides 
species of midge which carries the infection is found 
in Northern Ireland. Read the full article on DAERA. 

https://bit.ly/2BaNYfJ
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/services/daera-online-services
http://www.eu40.eu/roadmap-eu-livestock/roadmap_a3_visual_060617-2/
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agricultural markets for 2018 to 2030 are presented 
for a wide range of agri-food products, including 
meat, arable crops, milk and dairy products, and fruit 
and vegetables. The evolution of agricultural income 
and the environmental aspects of EU agriculture are 
also covered. In addition, this year a focus on each 
market’s organic sector is included under the section 
‘What about organics?’. Many drivers will influence the 
agricultural markets over the next decade in the EU and 
beyond. The report takes into account the impact of 
consumers’ behaviours on those markets. Learn more 
at the European Commission website.

European Parliament backs bigger €120B EU 
research budget  

The European Parliament gave its formal stamp of 
approval to the EU’s next big research programme, 
Horizon Europe – moving forward legislation for it and 
calling for a €120 billion budget, a 27.5 % increase on the 
€94.1 billion proposed by the European Commission. The 
vote 12 December was a necessary milestone on the 
road to starting the new programme in 2021. But several 
member states, led by the Netherlands, have already 
come out against the kind of big budget rise that the 
Parliament espoused – so the vote sets the scene for 
what’s likely to be at least another year of arguing 
among the Parliament, Council and Commission. Read 
the full article on   ScienceBusiness.

Brexit: Competition rises for EU agri companies 

On 25 November 2018, the European Council approved 
the draft Brexit agreement. This agreement describes 
the divorce conditions between the EU and the UK. 
What will be the effect on grains, oilseeds, dairy and 
animal production trade? A new report from Rabobank 
(’Impact of the Draft Brexit Deal on European Food and 

It was followed by a one-day “Breeder’s meeting” 
on 8th-9th November in the Pyrenees’ area. The 
objective of “Smarter” (acronym for “SMAll RuminanTs 
breeding for Efficiency and Resilience”) is to use new 
and collaborative strategies to improve resilience and 
efficiency of the sheep and goat sectors at the animal, 
population/breed and system/farm levels. Read the 
full article here.

Funding & Tender Opportunities: The new 
website of the European Commission for 
funding opportunities

The European Commission has recently announced 
the opening of a new Funding & Tender Opportunities 
website that will include all funding opportunities in 
Europe. The new platform replaces the old Participant 
Portal, which maintains the same structure for the 
moment, and new functionalities will be added to the 
existing ones. 

The new website is available at this link.

From Industry, Governments and 
International Organizations

EU agricultural outlook 2018-2030: Changing 
consumer choices shaping agricultural markets  

Poultry is the only meat that will see a strong increase 
in EU production and consumption while demand 
for traditional dairy products such as cheese should 
continue to grow. These are just a few of the projections 
from the European Union agricultural outlook for 2018-
2030 report published on 6 December 2018 by the 
European Commission. Projections for the European 

https://bit.ly/2roFv4n
http://www.eaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/smarter.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/report-eu-agricultural-outlook-markets-and-income-2018-2030_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/report-eu-agricultural-outlook-markets-and-income-2018-2030_en
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  Job offers

Assistant Professor or Researcher positions 
in metabolomics and bioinformatics in farm 
animals at Aarhus University

The Department of Animal Science (ANIS), Aarhus 
University, invites qualified applicants for a position 
as assistant professor or researcher in metabolomics 
and bioinformatics in farm animals. The main 
activity will be to conduct and develop research, 
research-based teaching and to contribute as 
an expert consultant to the Danish authorities. 
Further information on the position may be 
obtained from head of research unit Knud Erik 
(knuderik.bachknudsen@anis.au.dk) and head of 
department Klaus Lønne Ingvartsen (kli@anis.au.dk) 
and Guidelines for applicants can be found on 
the website. You can  apply here. Closing date for 
applications: January 2nd 2019.

Tenure-track position at the Institute of Genome 
Biology (Leibniz Institute for Farm Animal 
Biology- FBN)  

The Institute of Genome Biology of the Leibniz Institute 
for Farm Animal Biology (FBN) Dummerstorf is looking 
for a motivated person for a tenure track position 
as research scientist in Farmed animal genomics/
molecular biology (Reference number: 2018-26). 
The successful applicant will conduct research in 
the field of functional genome analysis in farmed 
animals. The main research topics of the team are 
the background of different animal health and 
the connection between energy metabolism and 
immune response. For detailed information contact 
Prof. Dr. Christa Kühn (kuehn@fbn-dummerstorf.de). 
Send applications, including a detailed CV, copies 
of diplomas and certificates, list of publication 
and the contact information of two references by 

Agribusiness‘) describes the impact of the draft Brexit 
deal and the accompanying political declaration 
on food & agribusiness companies in Europe. There is 
however still great uncertainty about whether this deal 
will be approved in the European parliament, and more 
importantly the UK parliament. The UK is scheduled to 
leave the EU on 29 March 2019. Read the full article at 
AllAboutFeed.

  Publications

 
• CABI

Principles of Cattle Production 3rd Edition  (available 
for purchase)     

• FAO

Crossing Boundaries: Legal and policy arrangements 
for cross-border pastoralism (download for free)

• CABI

Mastitis control in Dairy Herds 2nd Edition  (available 
for purchase)

mailto:knuderik.bachknudsen@anis.au.dk
http://scitech.au.dk/en/about-science-and-technology/vacant-positions/application-form-guide/
https://au.emply.net/recruitment/vacancyApply.aspx?publishingId=56b04de6-caef-4bcf-b297-38180de30a1f&languageKey=en-GB
mailto:kuehn@fbn-dummerstorf.de
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/CA2383EN
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/CA2383EN
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/CA2383EN
https://bit.ly/2rxTswU
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focused on issues such as animal suffering or the 
industrialization of animal husbandry, calling into 
question animal experimentation, claiming animal 
rights, strategically spreading shocking images in 
its actions, and calling for a vegetarian or vegan 
lifestyle. Read the full article here.

  Conferences and workshops

May 20th-22nd, 2019 in Biella, Italy

9th World Congress of Coloured sheep
 
The 9th World Congress of Coloured sheep will take 
place from the 20th to the 22nd of May 2019 in Biella, 
Italy at the Santuario di Oropa. It is held every 5 years 
and brings together colored sheepbreeders from all 
four corners of the world, to discuss various matters 
which are of interest to anyone interested in sheep 
breeding. For more information you can contact 
the organizer Nigel Thompson (nathompson@
biellathewoolcompany.it), and register here.

e-mail to: personal@fbn-dummerstorf.de. Further 
information can be found on the FBN website.

  Ethics & Philosophy

The debate on Human-Animal difference by 
Bernard Esmein. 

Over the last thirty years, animals have become a very 
sensitive subject. Documentaries, discussion forums, 
petitions have flooded the news, denouncing acts 
of maltreatment or calling for measures in favor of 
animals, alleging public opinion as the justification. 
The law itself has echoed these concerns, for 
example in Germany in 2002, both chambers of the 
German parliament included animal protection in 
the Basic Law as a State objective, and in France 
since 2015 animals have become “sentient beings” 
in the Civil Code, in which they now form a new 
legal entity, different from that of “person”.  We 
are seeing the birth of a new kind of sensibility, 

A NEW MEDIA PLATFORM 
DEDICATED TO THE FEED 
WORLD
• Round tables and inter-
views with Key Opinion 
Leaders
• Topics ranging from feed 
to food

A NEW MEDIA PLATFORM DEDICATED 
TO THE FEED WORLD

• Focus on industry issues

• Roundtables and interviews
  with scientific experts

•  Enabling interaction
   with participants

www.feedchannel.online

LIVE REPLAY Q & A

http://www.eaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/The_debate_on_Human_Animal_difference.pdf
mailto:nathompson@biellathewoolcompany.it
mailto:nathompson@biellathewoolcompany.it
https://bit.ly/2ElbQAO
mailto:personal@fbn-dummerstorf.de
https://bit.ly/2rHNutq


Page 8

N°161 - December  2018 www.eaap.org

September 9th – 12th, 2019 in Belo Horizonte, Brazil

6th EAAP International Symposium on Energy and 
Protein Metabolism and Nutrition (ISEP 2019) 
 

he organizing committee and EAAP Commission 
on Animal Nutrition invite you to the 6th EAAP 
International Symposium on Energy and Protein 
Metabolism and Nutrition (ISEP 2019). For more 
information, please visit ISEP 2019 website. 

June 11th-14th, 2019, in Sorrento, Italy

23rd ASPA Scientific Congress on New 
Challenges in Animal Science

The congress is organized by the Department 
of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Production 
(MVPA) of the University of Naples Federico II 
and by the Department of Agricultural, Food and 
Environmental Sciences (SAFE) of the University of 
Foggia. It will integrate skills and scientific information 
of researchers with different background to discuss 
topics concerning animal science. Learn more 
visiting the website. 

August 26th – 30th, 2019 in Ghent, Belgium

70th EAAP Annual Meeting (EAAP 2019)

he Belgian organizing team is delighted to invite you 
to the 70th Annual Meeting of EAAP. The meeting will 
take place from 26th–30th August 2019 in the historic 
yet contemporary city of Ghent.  The meeting will 
be organized by ILVO under the patronage of the 
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries from the 
Flemish Government. For more information, please 
visit EAAP 2019 website.

September 8th -12th in Wroclaw, Poland 

I XIX Congress of the International Society for 
Animal Hygiene (ISAH 2019)

The Symposium about Ruminant Physiology will 
be held in Germany in 2019 at the Kongresshalle 
am Zoo of Leipzig. The Symposium is the major 
international conference on ruminant physiology. 
For more information, please visit the symposium 
website.

http://www.aspasorrento2019.org/index.php
https://www.ilvo.vlaanderen.be/default.aspx?tabid=6469&language=en-US
https://www.eaap2019.org/
http://www.isrp2019.com/
http://www.isrp2019.com/
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“The dream crossed twilight between birth and dying”

(JT.S.Eliot)

The Flash-e-news is the Official EAAP Newsletter. This interesting update about activities of the European animal 
science community, presents information on leading research institutions in Europe and also informs on developments 
in the industry sector related to animal science and production. The Newsletter is sent to all EAAP Members and 
supporters. You are all invited to submit information for the newsletter. Please send information, news, text, photos and 
logo to: marlene@eaap.org 

EAAP Secretariat is located at the following address: Via G. Tomassetti 3, A/1 - Rome (Italy). Tel.: +39-06-44 20 26 39;
Fax: +39-06-44 26 67 98; E-mail: eaap@eaap.org

Production staff: Marlène Sciarretta , Andrea Rosati, Eleonora Azzaro, Milan Zjalic, Federica Motterle.

Graphics design and layout: Gianfilippo Ercolani.

Address Corrections: If your email address is going to be changed please send us the new one, so that we can 
continue to deliver the Newsletter to you.

mailto:marlene@eaap.org
mailto:mailto:eaap%40eaap.org?subject=

