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EDITORIAL BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL
THE IMPORTANCE OF DISSEMINATING SCIENCE TO CIVIL SOCIETY

Today scientists are no longer live in their ‘ivory tower’ but are confronted with a diverse 

range of public opinion made up of policy makers, public and private financiers and 

citizens, divided between readers, spectators and surfers on the web. In this framework 

of involved stakeholders, the crucial amplification role played by the media, and in 

particular by journalists, becomes essential. The difficulty is to escape the paradigm of the 

news that “guides” scientific information. The necessity to transform every discovery into a 

usable and immediate application that can be used by the general public has inevitably 

favoured the distortion of scientific content and amplified the defects of communication. 

If scientific research is a process marked by reasoning and comparison, journalistic 

reporting focuses on sensationalism or scoop, which remains a rarity in science. The 

opening of scientific culture to different and simpler ways of representation could become 

a collective resource to increase trust in knowledge and fill the gap that exists today 

with society. Confidence in research by ordinary citizens is also blurred by the concern 

shown by a part of public opinion for the real or potential effects of many discoveries and 

innovations, to the point of undermining the very idea of progress. It is for these reasons 

that today great attention is devoted to improving the “public understanding of science”. 

This is one of the main strategic objectives of the largest program ever implemented by 

the European Union for research and innovation, Horizon 2020. This indicates the need to 

support an effective collaboration between science and society to marry the excellence 

of the first to awareness and responsibility of the second, in support of projects that involve 

the citizen in the research processes that influence everyday life.

Andrea Rosati
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Celebrating the EAAP’s 70th birthday!

Since 1949, EAAP has represented an essential point 
of reference for animal science dissemination. During 
these 70 years, the members of our community 
have strongly contributed to develop the important 
role of the organisation through several events, 
publications and activities. We would like to 
highlight the most relevant steps in EAAP’S history 
in a short video created by our staff. At the end of 
the video you will find a drawing representing how 
we imagine EAAP’s future. We have launched a 
contest and you can contribute by sending us a 
drawing or a short description (max 1000 characters 
space included). If you feel inspired why don’t you 
send us your ideas? The winner will be announced 
during the EAAP Annual Meeting in Ghent at the 
Welcome Ceremony, receiving a special gift. 
Please submit your ideas to eaap@eaap.org. The 
deadline is August 15th.

Young Scientist Award winner 

EAAP is proud to announce the winner of the Young 
Scientist Award 2019: Marcin Pszczola from Poland.
Congratulations!

EAAP - Mountain Livestock Farming across-
commissions Working Group

A new EAAP across-commissions Working Group 
on Mountain Livestock Farming (MLF) has been 
established after the last EAAP Meeting in Dubrovnik. 
The working group made of experts of relevant 
fields for MLF aims at identifying emerging areas 
of research, and at encouraging collaboration 
among researchers from different countries and 
disciplines. It wants to be a welcoming platform 
for discussion on livestock production in mountain 
areas in a broad and transdisciplinary perspective. 
In parallel to the target of developing new research 
ideas and projects that focus on MLF, a further 

News from EAAP

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-M1pfl3gyQ
mailto:eaap@eaap.org
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EAAP People Portrait

Evangelia Sossidou

Dr Sossidou gained a DVM in Veterinary Medicine 
(Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, 1986), a PhD in 
Animal Production and Veterinary Epidemiology 
(Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, 1993) and a 
Post-Doctoral Thesis in Farm Animal Welfare (State 
Scholarship’s Foundation in Greece, 2003). Since 
2000, she is working as Senior Research Scientist 
at the Veterinary Research Institute of the Hellenic 
Agricultural Organization-Demeter. Her research 
interest and expertise focus on livestock production 
systems with special emphasis on farm animal 
health and welfare, environment and food quality 
interaction studies. She coordinated and was 

mandate of the Working Group is to disseminate 
relevant outcomes by organizing conference 
sessions (e.g. within EAAP), meetings (e.g. Mountain 
Livestock Conference), and joined events with other 
related initiatives that will enable researchers and 
stakeholders to contribute and exchange their new 
knowledge, experiences and innovations. Here you 
can see the members of the working group. 

Camelids Session at EAAP Annual Meeting 2019

At next Annual Meeting in Ghent there will be the 
first EAAP session dedicated to Camelids organized 
by the just created Camelids working group chaired 
by Peter Nagy. It will be a session fully focused to 
the most updated studies of the Camelids with 
the participation of the most influential scientists 
of this specific field: Peter Nagy, Bernard Faye, 
Elena Ciani, Pamela Burger, Faisal Almathen, Carlo 
Renieri, Samantha Brooks, Hassan Ainani and many 
others. We are looking forward to seeing you there!

http://www.eaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/MLF_EAAP_WG_Composition.pdf
http://www.eaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/MLF_EAAP_WG_Composition.pdf


Page 3

N°169 - Aug  2019 www.eaap.org

and Management’, EFSA Expert in the Pool of 
‘Animal Health and Welfare’ Panel, Accredited 
Trainer for the Continuing Vocational Training on 
Veterinary Medicine and Statistics. Dr Sossidou has 
been member of the EAAP since her University 
studies. She has been nominated Vice-Chair of 
the Animal Health and Welfare Committee in 2016 
and again in 2018. From this position, her efforts 
and contributions are focused on EAAP’s aims and 
scope as related to farm animal health and welfare. 
Next to her research and professional activities, 
Evangelia enjoys a happy family life. She loves to 
leave her home city Thessaloniki and go to the 
Greek countryside, in farming areas, where she can 
socialise and interact with farmers and villagers. 
She very often visits her family home in Nymfaion, 
one of the most prestigious traditional villages in the 
country and one of the ten most beautiful villages in 
Europe. There, in 1.350 m altitude, Evangelia uses to 
say that ‘someone can only have dreams, thoughts 
and actions of ‘high’ quality’! 

partner in several projects funded by EU (Cost 
Actions, Leonardo da Vinci, FP6, FP7, INTERREG, 
ERANET, ERASMUS+, DG SANTE, H2020, etc) and 
other national and international resources. This 
occupation resulted in numerous publications and 
scientific presentations, most of them published in 
well-accepted international scientific journals and 
included in international congress’ proceedings. She 
also teaches and supervises undergraduate, masters, 
and doctorate students from national but also from 
other European and International Institutions. Dr 
Sossidou is invited author of the Book ‘Livestock 
Production and Society’(2006), Editor/Author of the 
Book ‘Farm Animal Welfare, Environment and Food 
Quality Interaction Studies’ (2007), editor/Author 
of the Book ‘Farm Animal Welfare and Product 
Quality’ (2013), and invited author of the Book 
‘Livestock housing’ (2013). Dr Sossidou has received 
several academic and professional distinctions: she 
is independent expert of the European Platform 
for Animal Welfare, De facto Diplomate of the 
European College of Poultry Veterinary Science, 
Specialist of the European College of Animal 
Welfare and Behavioural Medicine, member of the 
National Committee for the protection of animals 
used for scientific purposes, member of the FELASA 
WG for Farm Animals, Permanent Member of the 
Expert Group for technical advice on organic 
production (EGTOP), Chairperson of WPSA WG11 
‘Education and Information’, member of the 
Steering Committee of the Mediterranean Poultry 
Network , member of WPSA WG9 ‘Poultry Welfare 

Transform the future of  
agriculture with genomics
 
Sequencing. Microarrays. Informatics.

Exponential population growth and a changing climate create unique challenges 
for those working to maintain the food supply. To overcome this, many are turning 
to science and agricultural genomics.
 
By identifying desirable traits, Illumina’s agrigenomics technologies are helping 
animal breeders and researchers drive sustainable productivity, leading to 
healthier and more productive livestock.

Learn more about Illumina solutions for livestock at www.illumina.com/agrigenomics
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Annotation:
h t tp : / /www.ncb i .n lm .n ih .gov/b iop ro jec t /
PRJNA432857/
http://www.ensembl.org/Bos_indicus_hybrid/Info/
Annotation
http://www.ensembl.org/Bos_taurus_hybrid/Info/
Index

Happy genome mining!

Applied nutrition: Hands on experience

During the recently held feeds and nutrition course 
by Schothorst Feed Research, many aspects of 
feed formulation were covered. The yearly recurring 
event is designed to quickly inform the participants 
about the main theoretical and practical aspects 
of everything involved in feed production. Read the 
full article on PoultryWorld. 

From Science and Innovation

Master degree in Precision Livestock Farming 
“PLF”, University Federico II, Italy

The two-year Master degree in Precision Livestock 
Farming (PLF) will be held in a residential form, at the 
Regional experimental agricultural farm “Improsta” 
located in Eboli (SA -Italy). The educational 
objectives of the Master degree are to obtain 
professional figures engaged in the field of livestock 
production systems with engineering knowledge 
and skills. For more information, please visit the 
website. 

Cattle field: Annotated Phase Resolved Bos 
indicus and Bos taurus Genomes, University of 
Adelaide, Australia

The annotation and sequence of fully haplotype-
resolved Bos taurus (Angus) and Bos indicus 
(Brahman) genomes have just been made available 
from ENSEMBL under NCBI BioProject PRJNA432857.  
Information available at the following links:

Ensembl 97 release: http://www.ensembl.info/2019/07/03/
ensembl-97-and-ensembl-genomes-43-have-been-
released/

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/bioproject/PRJNA432857/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/bioproject/PRJNA432857/
http://www.ensembl.org/Bos_indicus_hybrid/Info/Annotation
http://www.ensembl.org/Bos_indicus_hybrid/Info/Annotation
http://www.ensembl.org/Bos_taurus_hybrid/Info/Index
http://www.ensembl.org/Bos_taurus_hybrid/Info/Index
https://www.poultryworld.net/Nutrition/Articles/2019/7/Applied-nutrition-Hands-on-experience-455975E/?cmpid=NLC|worldpoultry|2019-07-31|Applied_nutrition:_Hands_on_experience
https://www.poultryworld.net/Nutrition/Articles/2019/7/Applied-nutrition-Hands-on-experience-455975E/?cmpid=NLC|worldpoultry|2019-07-31|Applied_nutrition:_Hands_on_experience
http://www.eaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Brochure_Master_Degree_in_Precision_Livestock_Farming_PLF.pdf
http://www.eaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Brochure_Master_Degree_in_Precision_Livestock_Farming_PLF.pdf
https://www.mvpa-unina.org/corsi/Livestock.xhtml
http://www.ensembl.info/2019/07/03/ensembl-97-and-ensembl-genomes-43-have-been-released/
http://www.ensembl.info/2019/07/03/ensembl-97-and-ensembl-genomes-43-have-been-released/
http://www.ensembl.info/2019/07/03/ensembl-97-and-ensembl-genomes-43-have-been-released/
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partners. PPILOW’s participatory approach will involve 
all actors of the production chains from farmers to 
consumers, citizens, scientists and policy makers, for 
proposing and studying welfare improvement levers 
and facilitate change. The project will propose a 
combination of practical solutions including welfare 
self-assessment methods, innovative breeding and 
selection strategies to preserve the animal physical 
integrity and avoid the elimination of layer male chicks, 
as well as techniques to favour positive behaviours and 
improve the health and robustness of both species.
The kick-off meeting of the PPILOW project will include 
a public session on September 4, 2019 (morning). If you 
wish to attend, please contact joselle.latchoumia@
inra.fr

For more information about the PPILOW project:
- Project Coordinator: Anne Collin, INRA (BOA Joint 
Research Unit) anne.collin@inra.fr
- Project Manager: Joselle Latchoumia, INRA Transfert 
joselle.latchoumia@inra.fr

The PPILOW project will receive funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and 
Innovation Programme under grant agreement 
N°816172. More information on Cordis website.  

From EU  (policies and projects)

SmartCow’s “Guidelines for validation of sensor 
output” is available

SmartCow consortium proposes guidelines for 
validation of sensor output that highlights a checklist 
to consider before conducting a study to validate a 
sensor for measuring cattle behavior. The document 
is available here or it can be read at the SmartCow 
website. 

VetBioNet: get access to high-containment 
facilities

One of the activities of VetBioNet project is to provide 
free-of-charge use of our high-containment animal 
facilities to researchers in epizootic and zoonotic 
diseases. If you would like to apply for access to 
VetBioNet high-containment facilities to perform an 
animal experiment with infectious diseases for free, 
you can visit the website, and go to the tab TNA Call 
for our electronic submission procedure.

PPILOW (Poultry and PIg Low-input and Organic 
production systems’ Welfare) 
Kick-Off meeting – 4-6 September, INRA, Paris, 
France
Public session 4th September 2019 

The H2020 PPILOW project (2019-2024), coordinated 
by INRA, aims to co-construct innovations to improve 
the welfare of poultry and pigs raised in organic and 
outdoor production systems, through a multi-actor 
approach implemented in 9 European countries by 23 

mailto:joselle.latchoumia@inra.fr 
mailto:joselle.latchoumia@inra.fr 
mailto:anne.collin@inra.fr
mailto:joselle.latchoumia@inra.fr
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/222524/factsheet/en
http://www.eaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/D7.1_Guidelines_for_validation_of_sensor_output.pdf
https://bit.ly/313SgRv
https://bit.ly/313SgRv
http://www.vetbionet.eu/vetbionet-tna-calls/
http://www.vetbionet.eu/calls/
http://www.vetbionet.eu/calls/
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Postdoc Position at North Dakota State 
University, Fargo, United States

The Department of Animal Sciences of the 
North Dakota State University in Fargo is looking 
for applicants to join the postgraduate studies 
on beef cattle physiology applied towards the 
cardiovascular system as a biomarker for feed 
efficiency, health and fertility related traits. 
Learn more about this position contacting Dr. Yuri 
Montanholi (yuri.montanholi@ndsu.edu). 

  Publications

• Science Advances 
 “A heritable subset of the core rumen microbiome 
dictates dairy cow productivity and emissions”, Vol. 
5, no. 7, 3 July 2019

• Adisseo
“Methiopedia, The technical reference book of 
Methionine – A new edition”

• Cambridge University Press

Animal: Volume 13- Issue S1 – July 2019 -  
Special issue: International workshop on the biology of 
lactation in farm animals (BOLFA 25-26 August 2018)

ERC plans for 2020: More than €2.2 billion for 
Europe’s excellent researchers

The ERC is today announcing its biggest ever annual 
injection of funding in blue-sky research. € 2.2 billion will 
be made available in 2020 to support some 1,100 top 
researchers. Most of the funding (61%) is earmarked for 
early- to mid-career scientists and scholars. Read the full 
article on ERC website. 

From Industry, Governments and 
International Organizations

BP invests in technology to produce feed from 
methane

BP Ventures has made an investment of $ 30 million in 
Calysta, Inc., an alternative protein producer, that will 
use BP’s natural gas to produce protein for fish, livestock 
and pet food. Read the full article on AllAboutFeed.

  Job offers

Research Scientist position at SRUC, Edinburgh, 
United Kingdom

Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC) is looking for a research 
scientist in the field of Livestock genomic and breeding 
focusing on optimizing health, welfare, longevity 
and fitness-related traits in farm animals. Deadline 
application:  August 26th, 2019. For application click 
here. While for more information read the job vacancy.

https://www.ndsu.edu/
mailto:yuri.montanholi@ndsu.edu
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/5/7/eaav8391
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/5/7/eaav8391
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/5/7/eaav8391
https://feedsolutions.adisseo.com/en/products/rhodimet/methiopedia-the-technical-reference-book-of-methionine-a-new-edition/
https://feedsolutions.adisseo.com/en/products/rhodimet/methiopedia-the-technical-reference-book-of-methionine-a-new-edition/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/animal/issue/international-workshop-on-the-biology-of-lactation-in-farm-animals-bolfa-august-2526-2018-dubrovnik-croatia/747C3FE3D4CD7F7411F6303303BC5649
https://erc.europa.eu/news/erc-2020-work-programme
https://bit.ly/2yskedg
https://www.sruc.ac.uk/
https://bit.ly/2Yvgvqc
https://bit.ly/2Yvgvqc
https://www.sruc.ac.uk/directory_record/40705/research_scientist_-_livestock_genomics_and_breeding_fixed_term
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of the Genetic Department and in 1985 became 
deputy chief of the Institute. From 1990 until his 
retirement he was director of the institution. He got 
his PhD scientific degree in 1973, became Doctor 
of Science (DSC) in 1988, and acquired habilitation 
in 1995 to become university professor. Besides his 
research works he had been teaching at different 
universities between 1971 and 2009. He trained and 
instructed many young scientists. He was member 
and also head of different scientific working groups 
at the Hungarian Academy of Science. For 12 years 
he had been president of the Hungarian Sheep 
Breeders Organization and from 2004 to 2008 he 
chaired the Hungarian Animal Breeders Association. 
He has been member of different editorials as well 
as editor in chief of the Hungarian Animal Breeding 
and Nutrition Journal till the end of his life. He 
started to participate in the EAAP annual meetings 
in 1973 and had been Council member and Vice-
President. He got the EAAP Distinguished Service 
Award in 2005. We all remember Laszlo as a very 
committed person to EAAP, he had great expertise 
and kind attitude.

  Obituary

László FÉSÜS (1939-2019)

Laszlo Fesus passed away few weeks ago in 
Budapest at the age of 80. Laszlo was born on 
the 6th of June 1939 in Szeghalom (Hungary). He 
chose the profession of his father and graduated as 
veterinarian in 1962 in Budapest. He started working 
at the Immunogenetic Division of National Artificial 
Insemination Center. This position determined 
his future research field and started to study the 
polymorphism and blood type of different livestock 
breed. He visited USA in 1970 and was inspired 
to go on with his research work and to build 
international cooperation as well as friendship. He 
started working at the National Research Institute 
of Animal Breeding and Nutrition, in 1971 and was 
retired from there in 2009. From 1976 he was head 

A NEW MEDIA PLATFORM 
DEDICATED TO THE FEED 
WORLD
• Round tables and inter-
views with Key Opinion 
Leaders
• Topics ranging from feed 
to food

A NEW MEDIA PLATFORM DEDICATED 
TO THE FEED WORLD

• Focus on industry issues

• Roundtables and interviews
  with scientific experts

•  Enabling interaction
   with participants

www.feedchannel.online

LIVE REPLAY Q & A
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am Zoo of Leipzig. The Symposium is the major 
international conference on ruminant physiology. 
For more information, please visit the symposium 
website.

September 8th -12th in Wroclaw, Poland

XIX Congress of the International Society for 
Animal Hygiene (ISAH 2019)

The XIX Congress of the International Society for 
Animal Hygiene (ISAH 2019) will take place from 8 
to 12 September 2019 in Wroclaw, Poland. For more 
information visit the website.

September 9th -10th in Paris, France

3rd Animine Academy workshop
 
he 3rd Animine Academy workshop will be held in 
Chateau de Maffliers, few kilometres north of Paris. 
The workshop will be organised by EAAP and Animine 
and will have only high quality presentations with 
six renowned invited scientists. Each 45 minutes talk 
will be followed by 45 minutes of discussion with the 
audience. To get information and register please 
visit the specific website.

September 9th – 12th, 2019 in Belo Horizonte, Brazil

6th EAAP International Symposium on Energy and 
Protein Metabolism and Nutrition (ISEP 2019) 

The organizing committee and EAAP Commission 
on Animal Nutrition invite you to the 6th EAAP 
International Symposium on Energy and Protein 
Metabolism and Nutrition (ISEP 2019). For more 
information, please visit ISEP 2019 website. 

More conferences and workshops are available on 
EAAP website.

  Conferences and workshops

August 26th – 28th, 2019 in Berlin, Germany

13th EPIZONE Annual Meeting

The EPIZONE annual meeting will be held from 26-28 
August 2019 in Berlin, Germany, and will be hosted 
by the Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut (FLI), the German 
Federal Research Institute for Animal Health. Theme 
of the 13th Annual Meeting will be ‘Breaking Walls’. 
For more information please visit the website.

August 26th, 2019 in Ghent, Belgium

7th ATF-EAAP Special Session

Since 2013, the EAAP & ATF Special Session during 
the EAAP Annual Meeting aims to bring together 
animal science with practice of animal production 
and connect researchers, policy-makers, industry 
representatives and societal organisations. This 
year the topic will be: “Towards a climate smart 
European livestock farming”. For more information 
visit the website.

August 26th – 30th, 2019 in Ghent, Belgium

70th EAAP Annual Meeting (EAAP 2019)

The Belgian organizing team is delighted to invite 
you to the 70th Annual Meeting of EAAP. The 
meeting will take place from 26th–30th August 
2019 in the historic yet contemporary city of Ghent.  
The meeting will be organized by ILVO under the 
patronage of the Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries from the Flemish Government. For more 
information, please visit EAAP 2019 website.

September 3rd– 6th, 2019 in Leipzig, Germany

International Symposium on Ruminant 
Physiology 

The Symposium about Ruminant Physiology will 
be held in Germany in 2019 at the Kongresshalle 

http://www.isrp2019.com/
http://www.isrp2019.com/
http://www.isah2019.com/
http://animine.eaap.org/
http://isep2019.gigro.com/
http://www.eaap.org/calendar/
http://www.eaap.org/calendar/
https://www.fli.de/en/home/
https://www.epizone-eu.net/en/Home/Annual-meeting.htm
http://www.eaap.org/
http://animaltaskforce.eu/ATF-events-2019
https://www.ilvo.vlaanderen.be/default.aspx?tabid=6469&language=en-US
https://www.eaap2019.org/
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“Stay where you are, otherwise you will miss your life”

(Buddha)

The Flash-e-news is the Official EAAP Newsletter. This interesting update about activities of the European animal 
science community, presents information on leading research institutions in Europe and also informs on developments 
in the industry sector related to animal science and production. The Newsletter is sent to all EAAP Members and 
supporters. You are all invited to submit information for the newsletter. Please send information, news, text, photos and 
logo to: marlene@eaap.org 

EAAP Secretariat is located at the following address: Via G. Tomassetti 3, A/1 - Rome (Italy). Tel.: +39-06-44 20 26 39;
Fax: +39-06-44 26 67 98; E-mail: eaap@eaap.org

Production staff: Marlène Sciarretta , Federica Motterle,  Andrea Rosati, Eleonora Azzaro, Milan Zjalic.

Graphics design and layout: Gianfilippo Ercolani.

Address Corrections: If your email address is going to be changed please send us the new one, so that we can 
continue to deliver the Newsletter to you.

mailto:marlene@eaap.org
mailto:mailto:eaap%40eaap.org?subject=

