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EDITORIAL BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL
A look at the past to build the future

Dear friends, this is a special year: the 70th anniversary of EAAP. We have really come 

a long way, if we think of the first meeting in 1949 in a post-war Paris, where everything 

started. Today our federation has almost 4,000 individual members, participates in three 

scientific journals, our annual conference is considered to be at the top of the world, we 

are the largest European animal science dissemination group and one of the largest in the 

world. I wish to celebrate this anniversary with the European country members that support 

us, with volunteers actively offering their time, with our staff, expressing my admiration 

for all those who have contributed to make this success possible. At the beginning, the 

founding members believed in the possibility of a truly European organization, to make our 

continent a unique area of animal science research. It was a daring idea. It is incredible 

to think how much the EAAP has evolved since then, and we can all be proud of its role in 

making Europe a place without national borders for animal science.

I try never to forget that there would be no team if there were no people. I do not forget, 

even for a minute, that so many people, researchers, managers and EAAP staff, have 

taken on board the goals on which EAAP was founded. Without them the EAAP would not 

go anywhere. We are all proud and grateful that the work was done together, with the 

initiative and the skill of many.

These first seventy years have fully demonstrated the validity of the original ideas. The 

challenge of the coming decades is to develop the flexibility to adapt them in accordance 

with new economic needs and new sectors of research and dissemination.

We look forward to the future!

Andrea Rosati
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2019 EAAP Annual Meeting just began!

The 2019 EAAP annual meeting just began. This 
Newsletter issue is published during the first day 
of the European animal science meeting that 
is one of the most successful, for scientific quality 
and for number of participants, in the world. The 
overall program has been developed by the 
EAAP Scientific Committee both considering the 
traditional disciplines and the new developments 
within animal science. There will be 73 scientific 
sessions, with more than 1145 presentations (692 
oral and 453 posters). The registered participants 
are close to 1400. We take this chance to thank 
again all of those making the EAAP annual meeting 
a traditional “place to be” for animal scientists. 
First, the local organizers who have worked, under 
the leadership of Sam de Campaneere, in a very 
efficient way. Because of them everyone can also 
have the chance to taste the Belgian atmosphere, 
and not only the famous beer! Then, we want to 
thank the Study Commissions, led by Geoff Pollott 
and Hans Soelkner for organizing such an attractive 
scientific program, the President, Matthias Gauly, 
and the Council. Finally, we don’t forget to thank 
the sponsors without whom the event would not 
be possible. In conclusion, let’s acknowledge the 
scientists who are ready, presenting a paper or 

a poster, to disseminate and discuss their recent 
researches, facilitating therefore the scientific 
advancement. Like every year, we are ready to 
follow the scientific program but also to enjoy, 
through the sumptuous social program, the 
possibility to meet our friends and colleagues, in few 
words to use this opportunity not only for learning 
something new but also to create our own special 
network. We wish you to have great experience at 
the 2019 EAAP Annual Meeting in Ghent!

EAAP celebrates the 70th anniversary! 

Those in Ghent are already experiencing how 
EAAP intends to celebrate the 70 years of life. 
Participants found a celebration book in the bag, 
with information and photos about the last 20 years 
of EAAP, similar to the publication that celebrated 
the first 50 years in 1999. Moreover, at the Welcome 
Ceremony there will also be a short presentation 
about the 70th anniversary by Milan Zjalic who, more 
than everyone else, can witness the activities and 
developments of our organization. Some interesting 
gadgets, such as a “special cup” and a t-shirt, are 
available at Ghent. Last, a special cake is planned 
for the Gala Dinner on Thursday evening. Please be 
sure to celebrate with us this special anniversary of 
our beloved organization!

News from EAAP
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used to publish reviews of cameras and editing 
equipment. He had to try the tools personally before 
reviewing them, and for him that was an opportunity 
for having access to the devices he couldn’t afford. 
The collaboration with the magazine led him to 
acquire new skills, such as writing. He became a 
freelance publicist journalist with the enrolment in 
the professional register, learning graphic layout 
techniques and becoming responsible of creating 
the magazine’s first website in 1995. Afterwards, 
the Web became his main field of action: in 
1999 he founded a small web agency with three 
friends, and he rented a room. Carlo brought the 
computers from home in order to save money on 
startup costs. He decided to study Communication 
Sciences at the University while his web agency 
was growing, regularly hiring and employing 10 
people. Carlo made his bones with big and small 
projects, learning by the experience how to relate 
to customers of all kind. Among them there is Enel, 
the main electricity supplier in Italy. In 2007 the web 
agency was acquired by another company and 
the entire group was incorporated by Il Sole 24 Ore. 
In 2008 Carlo decided to become a freelancer, 
working as a consultant for important companies, 
such as Aeroporti di Roma, Enel, ATAC, Discovery 
Channel in Italy, Gruppo Editoriale l’Espresso. He 
collaborated with some web agencies in Rome and 
Milan and he was part of the first team appointed 
by the Agency for Digital Italy (AGID) to work on 
the guidelines for public administration design. 
Carlo personally participated in the restyling of the 

Animal Journal Twitter account is online! 

The Animal Journal Twitter account is now available! 
Don’t miss the latest news visiting the Animal Journal 
account. 

EAAP People Portrait

Carlo Melis

Born in 1974 near Rome, Carlo has always been 
interested in communication, and this is the 
leitmotif of his personal and working activity, 
through all the means and tools he could explore. 
When he was a child, he loved making short films 
and videoclips, when the equipment was still very 
bulky and expensive. But luck was on his side: after 
attending a course of video shooting and editing 
at the European Institute of Design, he started to 
collaborate with a magazine of video makers, which 

https://twitter.com/journal_animal
https://twitter.com/journal_animal
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Target audience of the course are PhD students, 
post-docs and researchers interested in genomic 
diversity. Deadline: 1st October 2019. For more 
information and application visit the website. 

Flies can play a role in transmitting ASF into farms

Pigs can in theory get infected with African 
Swine Fever virus by eating infected flies. Danish 
researchers reached that conclusion on the basis 
of trials with stable flies. The outcome could explain 
ASF outbreaks in the summer on farms applying 
high biosecurity in e.g. the Baltic states. Read the 
full article on PigProgress. 

Italian Government and Ministry of Simplification 
and Public Administration websites. Carlo has 
been working with EAAP since 2014, contributing to 
create some websites. In 2018 the collaboration has 
been strengthened and Carlo personally works in all 
the EEAP web projects. Carlo is married and has a 
10-year-old son. In his spare time, he is a volunteer 
of the Italian Red Cross. He loves traveling, although 
he admits that he can’t do it as much as he used to 
do when he was younger. His hobbies are painting, 
writing and cooking, and he is one of the founders 
of the Carbonara Club in Rome. We then let you 
guess what his favourite dish is

From Science and Innovation

5-day post-graduate course “Characterization, 
management and exploitation of genomic 
diversity in animals” - Wageningen University & 
Research/EU Horizon 2020 project IMAGE

9th – 13th December 2019, Wageningen Campus, 
The Netherlands

Wageningen University & Research organizes a 
5-day interactive course from 9 to 13 December 
2019, in the framework of the EU Horizon 2020 
project IMAGE (Innovative Management of Animal 
Genetic Resources). This course will focus on the 
use of genomic data to identify and exploit genetic 
diversity in an optimal way for a sustainable future. 

Transform the future of  
agriculture with genomics
 
Sequencing. Microarrays. Informatics.

Exponential population growth and a changing climate create unique challenges 
for those working to maintain the food supply. To overcome this, many are turning 
to science and agricultural genomics.
 
By identifying desirable traits, Illumina’s agrigenomics technologies are helping 
animal breeders and researchers drive sustainable productivity, leading to 
healthier and more productive livestock.

Learn more about Illumina solutions for livestock at www.illumina.com/agrigenomics

https://bit.ly/2OS8USX
https://bit.ly/2ZjlQB3
https://bit.ly/2ZjlQB3
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Fitter Livestock Farming session – EAAP 70th 
Annual Meeting 2019

28th August 2019, Ghent – Belgium

During the 70th EAAP annual meeting, the cluster 
Fitter Livestock Farming PG composed by 6 European 
projects (Feed-a-Gene, IMAGE, SAPHIR, SmartCow, 
GplusE, GenTORE) has organised the joint session n°43 
“Burning issues in biodiversity 2: fitter livestock farms 
from better gene banks” to be held on 28th August 
from 14:00 to 17:00 at the International Convention 
Center (ICC), room Baeckland 1. The session will be 
chaired by Michèle Tixier-Boichard (IMAGE project). 
For more information and program click here.

From EU  (policies and projects)

Participate to SmartCow survey!

SmartCow has set out among its first priorities and 
outcomes in cattle research to give a harmonized 
description of the European facilities.  SmartCow 
wants to establish an inventory of all existing cattle 
research infrastructures across Europe, so it has set on 
its website an interactive map of these infrastructures, 
allowing web users to get all the available information 
about each infrastructure. We have already begun  
to develop this map which you can consult at the 
following link.

Currently, the only RIs mentioned on the map are those 
concerning the project partners and your contribution 
will be very important for the network we are building.
We have prepared a questionnaire, whose objective 
is to survey all the existing cattle RIs in Europe. We invite 
you to fill the survey here. 

This could be a great opportunity to give more visibility 
to your RI and develop new changes for cooperation 
with other existing RIs.

For any question or information concerning this 
survey, please contact: Pauline Madrange, Institut de 
l’Elevage, Pauline.Madrange@idele.fr, Tel : +33 (0)4 43 
76 06 86,  or +33 (0)4 73 62 42 77

https://www.eaap2019.org/
http://www.smartcow.eu/event/smartcow-session-eaap-70th-annual-meeting-2019/?instance_id=25
http://www.smartcow.eu/map/
http://www.smartcow.eu/map/
http://www.smartcow.eu/map/
http://limesurvey42.idele.fr/index.php/338737?lang=en
mailto:Pauline.Madrange@idele.fr
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developing the next generation of breeding tools, 
novel genetic tests, and evolutionary research in dogs 
with the goal of accelerating canine genetic science 
and a long-term vision of ending preventable diseases 
in pets. For more information and application visit the 
job vacancy. 

Coordinator of the Animal Production Area, at 
IAMZ, Zaragoza, Spain

The Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Zaragoza 
(IAMZ), belonging to the CIHEAM, is seeking a 
Coordinator of the Animal Production Area. His/her 
mission will be the planning and leading of the IAMZ’s 
Animal Production Area, joining the IAMZ training 
team, under the supervision of the IAMZ Director. 
Interested candidates can send their CV and 
motivation (cover) letter to: iamz@iamz.ciheam.org  
(REF: vacante coordinador producción animal/
Animal Production Coordinator Vacancy). For more 
information read the job vacancy. Deadline for 
application: 30th September 2019. 

Postdoctoral position at the University of 
Montréal, Quebec, Canada

A postdoctoral fellow position is available at the 
University of Montréal in the laboratory of Dr. 
Bruce D. Murphy. The project is focused on orphan 
nuclear receptor regulation of ovarian function, 
funded by a new project grant from the Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research. The study will explore 
systems biology approaches to determining the 
targets of and regulation by nuclear receptors and 
is a collaboration between the Murphy laboratory 
and the laboratories of Dr. Nicolas Gévry at Univ. 

From Industry, Governments and 
International Organizations

Elanco Announces Agreement to Acquire 
Bayer’s Animal Health Business

Elanco Animal Health Incorporated (NYSE: ELAN) 
today announced it has entered into an agreement 
with Bayer AG (ETR: BAYN) to acquire its animal health 
business in a transaction valued at US$7.6 billion. Read 
the full article on Elanco website.

  Job offers

Research Scientist – Population Genetics and 
Computational Biology at Embark Veterinary 
Inc., Ithaca, NY, USA

Love dogs? This is the place for you!

Embark Veterinary Inc. is looking to expand its science 
team and is accepting applications for Scientists 
with extensive training and experience in Population 
Genetics and Computational Biology. Talented 
candidates at all levels of experience are encouraged 
to apply. The Embark Veterinary‘s scientists are 

https://embarkvet.com/job/research-scientist-population-genetics-and-computational-biology/
https://embarkvet.com/job/research-scientist-population-genetics-and-computational-biology/
https://www.iamz.ciheam.org
mailto:iamz@iamz.ciheam.org 
https://iamz.ciheam.org/download/266
https://www.umontreal.ca/en/
https://www.elanco.com/news/press-releases/elanco-to-acquire-bayer-animal-health-business
https://www.elanco.com/news/press-releases/elanco-to-acquire-bayer-animal-health-business
https://embarkvet.com
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  Publications

• Cambridge University Press 
Animal: Volume 13 – Issue 8 - August 2019 

• Cambridge University Press

Animal: Volume 13- Issue 8 – August 2019 – Article of 
the month “Invited review: Application of meta-omics 
to understand the dynamic nature of the rumen 
microbiome and how it responds to diet in ruminants”

• Outskirts Press 

“Dairy Calf and Heifer Feeding and Management: 
Some Key Concepts and Practices”, Alois (Al) F. Kertz 

  Obituary

Franz Pirchner (1927-2019)

We are very sorry to inform that Prof. Franz Pirchner 
has recently passed away. 

Sherbrooke and Dr. David Pépin at Harvard Mass 
General. The ideal candidate will have experience 
with reproductive and molecular biology, as well 
as some bioinformatics background. Salary is 
negotiable and the minimum duration of the position 
will be two years. Contact: bruce.d.murphy@
umontreal.ca.

PhD Position at North Dakota State University, 
Fargo, United States

The Department of Animal Sciences of the 
North Dakota State University in Fargo is looking 
for applicants to join the postgraduate studies 
on beef cattle physiology applied towards the 
cardiovascular system as a biomarker for feed 
efficiency, health and fertility related traits. 
Learn more about this position contacting Dr. Yuri 
Montanholi (yuri.montanholi@ndsu.edu).

 Scientists Job request

Dr Mekonnen Hailemariam Giweta: PhD in Land 
and Water resources (Soil) - Ethiopia
Read the Curriculum Vitae 

If you are interested in publishing your Job Request, 
please send to eaap@eaap.org:

1. your CV

2. a short outline (not more than 140 characters) 
describing yourself

3. your main interests (please specify one or more 
topics within animal science)

4. a declaration that you are happy to make your 
CV publicly available. 

For more information please contact Torun Wallgren 
(torun.wallgren@slu.se). 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/animal/issue/F593EC232057965074729B90740EFE0A
https://bit.ly/2MsSpun
https://bit.ly/2MsSpun
https://bit.ly/2MsSpun
https://amzn.to/2ZcOOqt
https://amzn.to/2ZcOOqt
mailto:bruce.d.murphy@umontreal.ca
mailto:bruce.d.murphy@umontreal.ca
https://www.ndsu.edu
mailto:yuri.montanholi@ndsu.edu
http://www.eaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/MEKONNENgiweta_CV.pdf
mailto:eaap@eaap.org
mailto:torun.wallgren@slu.se
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  Conferences and workshops

September 3rd– 6th, 2019 in Leipzig, Germany

International Symposium on Ruminant 
Physiology 

The Symposium about Ruminant Physiology will 
be held in Germany in 2019 at the Kongresshalle 
am Zoo of Leipzig. The Symposium is the major 
international conference on ruminant physiology. 
For more information, please visit the symposium 
website.

September 8th -12th in Wroclaw, Poland

XIX Congress of the International Society for 
Animal Hygiene (ISAH 2019)

The XIX Congress of the International Society for 
Animal Hygiene (ISAH 2019) will take place from 8 
to 12 September 2019 in Wroclaw, Poland. For more 
information visit the website.

He held a key intellectual and leading position in the 
field of European animal science. He was by far one of 
the most prominent graduates of Dr. Jay Lush at Iowa 
State University. He was born in 1927 in Tyrol (Austria) 
and died few weeks ago, on July, the 26th 2019. He 
studied veterinary medicine and agricultural science 
in Vienna, and afterwards had an appointment 
with the Agricultural Chamber of Tyrol. In that time 
he came across Lush’s ‘Animal Breeding Plans’ and 
was interested by the scientific approach to genetic 
improvement of livestock. Consequently Pirchner 
joined the group of Dr. Lush from 1954 until 1957 as a 
Ph.D student in Iowa.
He then decided to go back to Austria where he 
worked for some time for the Ministry of Agriculture in 
Vienna and then worked for four years mainly in poultry 
genetic for the Heisdorf & Nelson Company. Afterwards 
he was appointed professor at the Veterinary University 
in Vienna. In 1971 he moved to Germany at the 
Technische Universität München. He was a talented 
and enthusiastic teacher who had great influence in 
the academic world. His Book “Populationsgenetik in 
der Tierzucht” was published for the first time in 1974 
and widely used. It was also published an edition in 
English that was the guide for many animal geneticists 
around the world. Within EAAP, he was a very active 
president of the Genetic Study Commission. He was 
also President of the WCGALP. He was also for many 
years editor for the journal “Zeitschrift für Tierzüchtung 
und Züchtungsbiologie” (Journal of Animal Breeding 
and Genetics).

A NEW MEDIA PLATFORM 
DEDICATED TO THE FEED 
WORLD
• Round tables and inter-
views with Key Opinion 
Leaders
• Topics ranging from feed 
to food

A NEW MEDIA PLATFORM DEDICATED 
TO THE FEED WORLD

• Focus on industry issues

• Roundtables and interviews
  with scientific experts

•  Enabling interaction
   with participants

www.feedchannel.online

LIVE REPLAY Q & A

http://www.isrp2019.com/
http://www.isrp2019.com/
http://www.isah2019.com/
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September 9th -10th in Paris, France

3rd Animine Academy workshop
 
he 3rd Animine Academy workshop will be held in 
Chateau de Maffliers, few kilometres north of Paris. 
The workshop will be organised by EAAP and Animine 
and will have only high quality presentations with 
six renowned invited scientists. Each 45 minutes talk 
will be followed by 45 minutes of discussion with the 
audience. To get information and register please 
visit the specific website.

September 9th – 12th, 2019 in Belo Horizonte, Brazil

6th EAAP International Symposium on Energy and 
Protein Metabolism and Nutrition (ISEP 2019) 

The organizing committee and EAAP Commission 
on Animal Nutrition invite you to the 6th EAAP 
International Symposium on Energy and Protein 
Metabolism and Nutrition (ISEP 2019). For more 
information, please visit ISEP 2019 website. 

More conferences and workshops are available on 
EAAP website.

http://animine.eaap.org/
http://isep2019.gigro.com/
http://www.eaap.org/calendar/
http://www.eaap.org/calendar/
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“Life is what happens to you while you’re busy making other plans”

(John Lennon)

The Flash-e-news is the Official EAAP Newsletter. This interesting update about activities of the European animal 
science community, presents information on leading research institutions in Europe and also informs on developments 
in the industry sector related to animal science and production. The Newsletter is sent to all EAAP Members and 
supporters. You are all invited to submit information for the newsletter. Please send information, news, text, photos and 
logo to: marlene@eaap.org 

EAAP Secretariat is located at the following address: Via G. Tomassetti 3, A/1 - Rome (Italy). Tel.: +39-06-44 20 26 39;
Fax: +39-06-44 26 67 98; E-mail: eaap@eaap.org

Production staff: Marlène Sciarretta , Federica Motterle,  Andrea Rosati, Eleonora Azzaro, Milan Zjalic.

Graphics design and layout: Gianfilippo Ercolani.

Address Corrections: If your email address is going to be changed please send us the new one, so that we can 
continue to deliver the Newsletter to you.

mailto:marlene@eaap.org
mailto:mailto:eaap%40eaap.org?subject=

