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EDITORIAL BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL
Some thoughts about the impact of animal production on the environment

It is never easy to talk about the impact of animal farming on the environment. We can 

find scientific articles saying that greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by animal farming are 

14,5% of the total produced by human activities; other articles say 16%. Others, promoted 

by some animal scientists, say that, considering everything, the GHG from animal farming 

is much lower. But in newspapers and popular magazines, the cows’ production of GHG 

is the most important. Where is the truth? And, above all, is there a single truth? Scientists 

know that every new discovery must be continuously challenged until is proved not to 

be true (reference Bertrand Russell: Science does not aim at establishing immutable 

truths and eternal dogmas; its aim is to approach the truth by successive approximations, 

without claiming that at any stage final and complete accuracy has been achieved). 

Therefore, there is not an “absolute truth”. This statement is clear to scientists, not to lay 

people. They see science as a guide for technical subjects. And if one scientist says 4% of 

GHG and another 16% then people become confused and lose faith in scientists. Those 

who are not dealing with science want a “true figure”. Another source of confusion is 

that sometimes inclusion or exclusion of some facets of the entire production are made 

deliberately. Finally, we cannot underestimate that the topic is really complicated and 

including some effect in the studies, or not, will change the results. A simple and unique 

suggestion does not exist. Still it would be desirable that all animal scientists, not only most 

of them, maintain a strict approach, following only rigorous scientific methods. Only in this 

way can we keep the trustworthy image that scientists have. 

Andrea Rosati
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New Presidents of Study Commissions 

During the Ghent meetings, the Study Commissions 
and the Council proposed to the General Assembly 
to vote for the new Presidents of Study Commissions. 
All suggested candidates were accepted by 
electronic vote of the General Assembly and 
therefore EAAP is pleased to announce that: the 
new President of the Health and Welfare Study 
Commission is Stefano Messori (France), the new 
President of the Pig SC is Sam Millet (Belgium), the 
new President of the Nutrition SC is Luciano Pinotti 
(Italy) and the new President of the Livestock 
Farming Systems is Michael Lee (United Kingdom). 
We all wish successful work to the new Presidents.

EAAP’s new Instagram account!

EAAP has just launched Instagram account! EAAP’s 
main purpose is disseminating research results 
of Animal Science among the global scientific 
community. Social media represents nowadays the 
main tool to reach a relevant number of audience. 
Therefore, starting with the Facebook and Twitter 
profiles in 2014, EAAP has recently opened the 
official Instagram account in order to keep users 
updated on the EAAP’s activities and on the latest 
news about Animal Science. Follow us @eaap_
official now!

EAAP People Portrait

Klemen Potočnik

Klemen Potočnik was born in 1971 on a small farm in 
the town of Grosuplje, a 10-minute drive to the south 
from Ljubljana, the capital of Slovenia. He spent 
most of his childhood around animals, mostly horses. 
As a boy of 9, he was already helping his father to 
train trotters and followed him to races. During that 
time his father started a riding school offering mostly 
cross-country riding for tourists. Klemen helped out 
as riding group leader in order to help his father 
while he was at work. He dreamed of becoming 
a farmer all through his years at primary school. 
However, following primary school, he finished 
Secondary Agricultural School in Kamnik. When he 
was 18, he started participating in trotter races, but 
his racing career was not a brilliant one and ended 
after just two racing seasons. In between, he spent 

News from EAAP

https://twitter.com/eaapofficial
https://twitter.com/eaapofficial
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Breeds in Slovenia. His first experience with an 
EAAP meeting took place in 2004, in Bled, where 
Klemen and his working group were responsible for 
the slide preview room and presentations upload. 
The first EAAP meeting in which he took part as a 
scientific (and social) participant happened in 
Dublin Ireland in 2007. Since then, he has been an 
active member of the Horse Commission, where he 
started his second mandate as vice president at 
the last – Ghent meeting. In 2008 he was charged 
with the task of finding a solution to the Education 
and Research Centre for Horses run within the 
Biotechnical Faculty. He proposed to start with 
Lipizzaner horses and that same year two stallions 
and two pregnant mares came from the National 
Stud Farm Lipica. In the following period, he began 
to introduce more and more practical work into the 
teaching and lecturing process in university courses 
related to horses. He developed a Demonstration 
Centre for Mare Milking. With this project, he 
undertook many collaborations within Slovenia as 
well as internationally. The mare’s milk was subject 
to several trials within different agricultural and 
food processing secondary schools. The project’s 
most significant collaboration at the time was 
with the Higher School of Applied Science. Within 
their study programmes on cosmetics, several 
studies were carried out, and two Bachelor’s 
Degrees were defended on the cosmetic effects 
of mare’s milk. Internationally, Klemen has been 
involved in the Croatian national project related 
to equine milk production. He has made significant 

one terrible year as a recruit in the Yugoslav army 
during the last three months of the war that took 
place in the northern part of former Yugoslavia. 
After that, he started his studies at the Department 
of Animal Science of the Biotechnical Faculty of 
the University of Ljubljana. During his studies, he 
married his first wife, welcomed his first son Jaka, 
and move from home to an apartment very close 
to the Department of Animal Science. He finished 
his Bachelor’s degree in 1996 and was employed 
at the same department by professor Pogačar as 
an assistant for Informatics and Biometry. Professor 
Pogačar was the head of the Computing Centre, 
which mainly dealt with cattle breeding value 
evaluation. During his first year of employment, 
Klemen visited and collected experience at the 
Maishofen Cattle Breeding Organisation in Austria, 
the Bavarian Institute for Animal Science in Grub, 
Germany (today’s LfL), and at the Braun Swiss Cattle 
Breeding Organisation in Zug, Switzerland. During 
his Master’s studies, he welcomed a second son, 
Matevž. Just before defending his Master’s thesis in 
1999, professor Pogačar passed away following a 
severe illness and Klemen took over the Computing 
Centre. Since then he has been in charge of 
national breeding evaluations through international 
collaborations with Interbull. During his Ph.D. study, 
he also became involved in the teaching process 
for horses and started to collaborate with horse 
breeding organisations. In 2005 he defended 
his doctoral dissertation thesis entitled Genetic 
Parameters for Conformation Traits by Dairy Cattle 
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second wife, Manca, and 6-month-old daughter 
Karin. It is a peaceful place, 15 kilometres south 
of Ljubljana, in the karst region neighbouring the 
Županova cave. The family breeds Lipizzaner horses, 
fallow deer, hens, ducks, and goats. They enjoy the 
company of two shepherd dogs and some cats. 
The primary workload is on Manca, who also works 
at LacMar, processing mare’s milk for cosmetics 
and starting production of powdered mare’s milk 
through lyophilization. On days when Klemen can 
take a day off from his work at university, he enjoys 
it most in the beautiful surroundings of his farm in the 
company of his family, riding or driving horses, or just 
listening and admiring the calmness of nature.

From Science and Innovation

UFAW Animal Welfare Conference call for 
papers, University of Birmingham, UK 
1st July 2020

The Universities Federation for Animal Welfare 
(UFAW) is holding the 7th of its series of one day 
conferences on ‘Recent advances in animal 
welfare science’ on 1st July 2020. This meeting aims 
to provide a forum at which the broad and growing 
international community of scientists, veterinary 
surgeons and others concerned with animal 
welfare can come together to share knowledge 
and practice. For further information and abstract 

contributions to the project outcome, as well as to 
a university textbook on the subject of Equid milk 
and meat production. As an expert on equid milk 
production and processing, Klemen has often been 
invited to speak at international conferences and 
symposiums. Due to troubles within the Biotechnical 
Faculty, the Mares Milking Demonstration Centre 
could no longer be financially supported, and thus 
all its activities were stopped in 2013. As a result, of 
intensive collaboration and the use of mare’s milk in 
several trials, Klemen was able to motivate various 
breeders who started mare’s milk production to 
organise processing and marketing activities within a 
company he started in the same year called LacMar. 
Klemen is also actively involved in cattle selection, 
especially in the era of genomic selection, since 
the Interbull meeting in Uppsala, Sweden in 2009. 
His efforts have been focused on international data 
exchange to make genomic evaluation possible for 
small populations. Within the last few years, he has 
also been an active member of Interbeef activities. 
Currently, he is head of courses such as Basics of 
Information Technology and Statistics, Introduction 
to Horse Industry, and collaborates with several 
other classes. Klemen leads the Computing Centre 
and coordinates activities related to breeding 
value evaluation for cattle, horses, and small 
ruminants at national and international levels. He 
leads the Equid Advisory Committee for ICAR (The 
International Committee for Animal Recording). 
Klemen’s personal life changed in 2015. Since then, 
he has been living on a small organic farm with his 

Transform the future of  
agriculture with genomics
 
Sequencing. Microarrays. Informatics.

Exponential population growth and a changing climate create unique challenges 
for those working to maintain the food supply. To overcome this, many are turning 
to science and agricultural genomics.
 
By identifying desirable traits, Illumina’s agrigenomics technologies are helping 
animal breeders and researchers drive sustainable productivity, leading to 
healthier and more productive livestock.

Learn more about Illumina solutions for livestock at www.illumina.com/agrigenomics

https://www.ufaw.org.uk
https://www.ufaw.org.uk
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annotation during development, aims to deliver new 
underpinning knowledge on the functional genomes 
of these two main monogastric farm species as well as 
to enable immediate translation of this new knowledge 
to the pig and poultry sectors. The project is conducted 
in the frame of the Functional Annotation of Animal 
Genomes (FAANG) initiative. Datasets are being 
produced to fully conform to FAANG standards under 
the principles of international cooperation and open 
science, and in coordination and synergy with the 
other FAANG projects in other countries such as the US. 
The GENE-SWitCH consortium brings together partners 
representing pan-European excellence including the 
academic institutions which pioneered FAANG and 
world-leading animal breeding and biotech industry in 
a true co-creation effort.  During the kick-off meeting 
we evaluated initial progress since the official start 
(July 1st). We discussed and updated the action plans 
for reaching the forthcoming deliverables pertaining 
sample collections and logistics; assays-by-sequence 
optimization; metadata and data coordination, 
curation, validation, archiving processes; as well 
as refined the transversal plan for standardization, 
dissemination, and outreach to the animal science 
community. Importantly, we advanced considerably 
in the design of the “clustering plan” thanks to the 
coordinators present of respectively the two H2020 
projects funded under the same topic call: AQUA-
FAANG (on aquaculture fish species) and BovReg (on 
cattle). Overall, the meeting was highly productive 
and took place in a very convivial atmosphere. 
Further information will be available soon. EAAP is 

submission guidelines, please visit the UFAW website. 
Deadline for submission of abstracts is November 
29th, 2019.   

DEMETER will digitally transform Europe’s agri-
food sector

The DEMETER project will monitor plant and animal 
products from farm to fork and increase on-farm 
profitability. Read the full article on Future Farming. 
(Photo©: Roel Dijkstra) 

From EU  (policies and projects)

Kick-off meeting of the H2020 GENE-SWitCH 
project (2019-2023) 

On September 10th -11th, all project partners gathered 
together for the kick-off meeting of the GENE-SWitCH 
project, held in Paris at the AgroParisTech Alumni 
venue, facing the Louvre museum. GENE-SWitCH, the 
regulatory GENomE of SWine and CHicken: functional 

https://www.faang.org/
https://www.ufaw.org.uk/ufaw-events/recent-advances-in-animal-welfare-science-vii
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/223981/factsheet/en
https://www.futurefarming.com/Smart-farmers/Articles/2019/9/DEMETER-will-digitally-transform-Europes-agri-food-sector-478446E/
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From Industry, Governments and 
International Organizations

More EU feed: Poland the biggest grower

The industrial compound feed production for farmed 
animals in the EU-28 in 2018 reached an estimated level 
of 163.3 million tonnes. This is 1.8% higher than in 2017, 
according to data provided by FEFAC members. Read 
the full article on AllAboutFeed.

Smart egg and poultry firms part of £20m digital 
programme

Egg and poultry companies in the north west of England 
are among the first to be awarded a slice of a £20m 
programme aiming to use digital technology to boost 
growth. Bell Mount Farming in Penrith and Sedbergh-
based Eggbase, are set to introduce advanced 
manufacturing methods thanks to the financial 
support through the UK Government’s Made Smarter 
Programme. Read the full article on Poultry World.

part of this project for the dissemination and training 
workpackage.

3rd SmartCow Newsletter now available!

The 3rd Newsletter Issue of the EU supported project 
SmartCow is now available! Enjoy your reading here! 

GenTORE’s new press release available

The new EU supported project GenTORE press release is 
now available! It focuses on GenTORE’s presentations 
at the EAAP’S 70th Annual Meeting  and the ECPLF 
2019. Read the press release here.

PPILOW is now on Facebook!

PPILOW is now on Facebook! Follow, share and 
comment the activities of this H2020 project on 
PPILOW’s official account!

https://www.allaboutfeed.net/Compound-Feed/Articles/2019/9/More-EU-feed-Poland-the-biggest-grower-475732E/
https://www.allaboutfeed.net/Compound-Feed/Articles/2019/9/More-EU-feed-Poland-the-biggest-grower-475732E/
https://www.madesmarter.uk
https://www.madesmarter.uk
https://www.poultryworld.net/Home/General/2019/9/Smart-egg-and-poultry-firms-part-of-20m-digital-programme-478528E/
https://www.smartcow.eu/
https://www.smartcow.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/SmartCow-Newsletter_Issue-3.pdf
https://www.gentore.eu/
https://www.eaap2019.org/
https://www.ecplf2019.com/
https://www.ecplf2019.com/
https://www.gentore.eu/uploads/1/0/7/4/107437499/gentore_press_release_eaap_ec-plf_2019.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/PPILOW/


Page 6

N°172 - Oct  2019 www.eaap.org

in the field of Molecular Biology for a fixed term 
of 2 years (Reference Number: 2019-25). Further 
information is available here.

  Publications

• Cambridge University Press 
Animal: Volume 13 – Issue 10 - October 2019 

• Cambridge University Press

Animal: Volume 13- Issue 10 – October 2019 – Article 
of the month “Genetic variation in milk urea nitrogen 
concentration of dairy cattle and its implications for 
reducing urinary nitrogen excretion - CORRIGENDUM”

  Conferences and workshops

October 16th – 19th, 2019 in Florence, Italy 

X International Symposium on the 
Mediterranean Pig (X-PIGMED-2019)
 
The X International Symposium on the Mediterranean 
Pig (X-PIGMED-2019) will be held in Florence (Italy) 
on October 16th-19th, 2019. For more information 
visit the website. 

October 22nd – 26th, 2019 in Varadero, Cuba

5th International Convention AGRODESARROLLO 
2019

The 5th International Convention AGRODESARROLLO 
2019 will take place on October 22nd-26th, 2019, at 

  Job offers

PhD Fellowship at The University of Copenhagen, 
Denmark

The Gorodkin lab, Center for non-coding RNA in 
Technology and Health (RTH), from the Department 
of Veterinary and Animal Sciences of the Faculty 
of Health and Medical Sciences at the University of 
Copenhagen  is looking for a person to  join the team in 
CRISPR bioinformatics. Detailed information about the 
position and application can be found on the website. 
Deadline for application: October 13th, 2019.

Research Fellow opportunity at The University 
of Edinburgh, UK

The MSCA COFUND supported TRAIN@Ed project 
provides an opportunity for researchers to join the 
University of Edinburgh to begin their post-PhD career 
working at the interface between academia and 
industry. For more information visit the job vacancy, 
or contact Gregor Gorjanc (gregor.gorjanc@roslin.
ed.ac.uk ) or Ivan Pocrnic (ivan.pocrnic@roslin.
ed.ac.uk ). Deadline for application: October 31st, 
2019.

2 Post-doc position at Leibniz Institute for Farm 
Animal Biology (FBN) in Dummerstorf, Germany

Two post-doc positions are available at Leibniz 
Institute for Farm Animal Biology (FBN) in Dummerstorf. 
Position 1) Scientist in the field of molecular biology/
bioinformatics for a period of initially three years 
with the option of further extension (Reference 
Number: 2019-26). Visit the job vacancy for detailed 
information. Position 2) Postdoctoral Researcher 

https://www.fbn-dummerstorf.de/fileadmin/media/PDF-Stellen/FBN-A-2019-25-en.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/animal/issue/4AC292CE802E7FD13DAD14691DA9F097
https://bit.ly/2kDBvx0
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/animal/article/genetic-variation-in-milk-urea-nitrogen-concentration-of-dairy-cattle-and-its-implications-for-reducing-urinary-nitrogen-excretion-corrigendum/D895E718FF0A6024C9B2F0FFF99D8FDD
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/animal/article/genetic-variation-in-milk-urea-nitrogen-concentration-of-dairy-cattle-and-its-implications-for-reducing-urinary-nitrogen-excretion-corrigendum/D895E718FF0A6024C9B2F0FFF99D8FDD
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/animal/article/genetic-variation-in-milk-urea-nitrogen-concentration-of-dairy-cattle-and-its-implications-for-reducing-urinary-nitrogen-excretion-corrigendum/D895E718FF0A6024C9B2F0FFF99D8FDD
https://xpigmed2019.com
https://ivh.ku.dk/english/research/animal-genetics-bioinformatics-breeding/bioinformatics/
https://rth.dk
https://rth.dk
https://ivh.ku.dk/english
https://ivh.ku.dk/english
https://www.ku.dk/english/
https://www.ku.dk/english/
https://bit.ly/2oiyu6K
https://bit.ly/2odhheJ
https://www.ed.ac.uk/human-resources/jobs/train-ed
https://www.ed.ac.uk
https://www.vacancies.ed.ac.uk/pls/corehrrecruit/erq_jobspec_version_4.display_form
mailtop:gregor.gorjanc@roslin.ed.ac.uk
mailtop:gregor.gorjanc@roslin.ed.ac.uk
mailto:ivan.pocrnic@roslin.ed.ac.uk
mailto:ivan.pocrnic@roslin.ed.ac.uk
mailto:Donagh.berry@teagasc.ie  
https://www.fbn-dummerstorf.de
https://www.fbn-dummerstorf.de
https://www.fbn-dummerstorf.de/fileadmin/media/PDF-Stellen/FBN-A-2019-26-en.pdf
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November 6th, 2019 in Brussels, Belgium 

ATF & Fitter Livestock Farming Project Group 
Workshop

Workshop ATF & Fitter Livestock Farming Project 
Group: “What R&I can deliver to support climate 
mitigation and adaptation in livestock farming” 
will be held on 6th November 2019 afternoon 
at the University Foundation in Brussels. For more 
information visit the website.

November 26th – 28th, 2019 in Paris, France

Conference Insectinov3 

The Conference Insectinov3 will focus on the key 
issues concerning industrial-scale insect rearing 
and large-scale production of insects for Human 
and Animal Food and Feed. Abstract submission 
deadline:  14th October 2019. For more information 
and registration visit the website.

the Plaza América Convention Center, Varadero, 
Cuba. For more information please visit the website 
or read the program here.

October 22nd – 26th, 2019 in Prague, Czech 
Republic

11th European Symposium on Poultry Genetics

The 11th European Symposium on Poultry Genetics 
is organised by the Czech branch of WPSA and 
Working Group 3 ‘Breeding and Genetics’ of the 
European Federation of WPSA. It will be held in the 
Congress Center of Prague in Czech Republic from 
October 23rd to 25th, 2019. For more information 
visit the website.

November 6th, 2019 in Brussels, Belgium

9th ATF Seminar

The 9th ATF Seminar: “Towards a climate smart 
European livestock farming” will be held on 
6th November 2019 morning at the University 
Foundation, Brussels, Belgium. The seminar will 
be a follow up of the ATF-EAAP Special session 
to be discussed with a large panel of European 
stakeholders. For more information visit the website

A NEW MEDIA PLATFORM 
DEDICATED TO THE FEED 
WORLD
• Round tables and inter-
views with Key Opinion 
Leaders
• Topics ranging from feed 
to food

A NEW MEDIA PLATFORM DEDICATED 
TO THE FEED WORLD

• Focus on industry issues

• Roundtables and interviews
  with scientific experts

•  Enabling interaction
   with participants

www.feedchannel.online

LIVE REPLAY Q & A

http://animaltaskforce.eu/Events/Fitter-Livestock-Farming-workshop
https://www.adebiotech.org/ins3/index.php#top
http://www.agrodesarrollocuba.com
http://www.eaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/convocatoria-29-1-2019-ingles-1.pdf
https://www.espg2019.org/
http://animaltaskforce.eu/Topics/Climate-smart-livestock-farming/ModuleID/753/ItemID/55/mctl/EventDetails
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November 27th, 2019 in Paris, France

6th Edition IDELE’s «Grand Angle Viande» 
Conference

IDELE will organise the 6th edition of its “Grand 
Angle Viande” conference, on 27th November 
2019 in Paris. Programme & registration on Idele’s 
website. For more information, please contact 
grandangleviande@idele.fr

More conferences and workshops are available on 
EAAP website.

http://idele.fr/no_cache/recherche/publication/idelesolr/recommends/conference-grand-angle-viande-2.html
http://idele.fr/no_cache/recherche/publication/idelesolr/recommends/conference-grand-angle-viande-2.html
mailto:grandangleviande@idele.fr
http://www.eaap.org/calendar/
http://www.eaap.org/calendar/
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“For every minute you are angry you lose sixty seconds of happiness”

(Ralph Waldo Emerson)

The Flash-e-news is the Official EAAP Newsletter. This interesting update about activities of the European animal 
science community, presents information on leading research institutions in Europe and also informs on developments 
in the industry sector related to animal science and production. The Newsletter is sent to all EAAP Members and 
supporters. You are all invited to submit information for the newsletter. Please send information, news, text, photos and 
logo to: marlene@eaap.org 

EAAP Secretariat is located at the following address: Via G. Tomassetti 3, A/1 - Rome (Italy). Tel.: +39-06-44 20 26 39;
Fax: +39-06-44 26 67 98; E-mail: eaap@eaap.org

Production staff: Marlène Sciarretta , Federica Motterle,  Andrea Rosati, Eleonora Azzaro, Milan Zjalic.

Graphics design and layout: Gianfilippo Ercolani.

Address Corrections: If your email address is going to be changed please send us the new one, so that we can 
continue to deliver the Newsletter to you.

mailto:marlene@eaap.org
mailto:mailto:eaap%40eaap.org?subject=

