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EDITORIAL
EDITORIAL BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL
FEEDING THE PLANET
Using recent statistics showing the global production of proteins with animal origin, divided
by geographical areas and animal species, we can estimate what and how much the
market asks farmers to produce. Even considering the food waste of the rich nations,
which may perhaps be reduced, what remains is human consumption and requirements.
These simple statistics provide enough data to understand that producing such amounts
of protein without animals, as some activists demand, is impossible. We can manage
animals better, we can reduce their environmental impact and their water footprint. On
these points there is a growing awareness that did not exist even 20 years ago. Still, if we
do not want to leave anyone behind on a basic food level, the given amounts must be
produced.
Some groups push to change the type of diet consumed on a global scale. It is objectively
difficult to modify diets and, moreover, hoping to do this is dangerous optimism. We can
barely manage to sensitize some of the inhabitants of the rich world; how we can convince
those who see achieving the Western diet as a status symbol? Has anyone reflected on
the fact that the Chinese population has multiplied per capita consumption of animal
proteins by a factor of nine in the last sixty years? In addition, in poorer countries, food
shops selling local (perhaps eco-sustainable) products are disappearing to make way for
small supermarkets that sell “Western” foods, produced by multinational food companies.
Given the obligation and sensitivity to produce in a more sustainable way, we must
accept objective constraints (population growth for the next thirty years and almost no
modification of most human diets) and demand that food multinationals live up to their
responsibilities in their frantic search for new markets and new profits. After all, farmers are
not looking for new markets or new profits, they want to continue doing what they have
always done: raising animals, even with the new environmental constraints. Feeding the
planet is a great responsibility that farmers have, which implies ethical and environmental
obligations. Perhaps limits should be placed on those seeking more profits and new
markets knowing that these profits are at the expense of sustainability. Perhaps the media
should be better prepared and more objective on this topic.

							Andrea Rosati
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News from EAAP
Deadline to register as early bird is approaching
June 16th is the deadline to register with discount
prices at Davos annual meeting. At today we
had almost 1000 participants, 80% of them on-site.
Registering as early-bird is especially important
for the those who sent the abstract and who did
not register yet. To keep the abstract in the Book
of Abstract and in the Scientific Program, it is
mandatory to register before June 16th, 24:00 CET.
Looking forward to meet you in Davos!

4th EAAP Webinar on Precision Livestock
Farming
We are pleased to remind that the 4th Webinar will
be performed on Tuesday, June 15th at 14:00 CET.
The title of the webinar is “Impact of PLF and sensor
on phenotyping and welfare assessment” and you
can still register (and have more info) on the website.
Participation is for free. The Webinar will host four
invited speakers: Anna Stygar and Jarkko Niemi
(Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke - Finland),
Jarissa Maselyne (ILVO - Belgium) and Wijbrand
Outweltjes (Wageningen University & Research The Netherlands). By attending this EAAP Webinar,
you will stay on top of the latest research about the
application of PLF technologies on animal breeding

and animal behaviour. Don’t miss this opportunity to
know more about the fast-changing technological
area of PLF applied to animal production

Available Positions for members of the EAAP
Study Commission
Every EAAP individual member has the opportunity
to participate actively in the life of EAAP by
joining the Management Board of one of the
Study Commissions. This year, as always, there
will be elections for the vacant posts in the
EAAP MB of the Study Commissions and you are
encouraged to apply or to suggest to possible
candidates. Please do not forget that joining the
Management Boards will help you to create your
own European animal science network and to
cooperate with best scientists on our continent.
Here you can find the open positions for 2021.
You know well that the activities of the Study
Commissions are essential for the life of our
organization and you are encouraged therefore to
submit your candidature or to invite your colleagues
to submit their candidatures. Decisions about the
available positions will be taken in Davos during the
Study Commission and Council meetings and for
the President positions at the General Assembly. For
those interested the deadline to apply is July 20th,
2021.
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EAAP People Portrait

Please submit your CV with the application form
that you can find in the EAAP website by email to
eleonora@eaap.org

Olga Moreira

News from EAAP Davos 2021: Ruminant Tour
On our way to the agricultural stations of the tour, we
will take the opportunity to visit the stunning historic
railway viaduct (UNESCO World Heritage) in Wiesen.
Alp Parpan is situated at around 1550m above sea
level. It is the mountain estate of the agricultural
centre Plantahof with around 50 dairy cows and
100 heifers grazing on the pastures during summer.
We will learn about traditional alpine farming and
cheese making in the modern show cheese dairy,
where the cows milk is processed. Continue to read
here.
Register to the EAAP meeting and technical tours
here.

Olga was born in 1957 in Almoster (Santarém,
Portugal), a small village full of history, where she had
a very happy childhood and where she actually lives.
Gardening and walking are the favorite hobbies.
She is mother of two sons and grandmother of a girl
and three boys. She got the Biology degree in the
Faculty of Sciences and the PhD degree in Veterinary
Sciences-Animal Science and Technology in the
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine at the University of
Lisbon. Since the Graduation in 1980, works at the
Research Station for Animal Production (EZN) of
the National Institute for Agrarian and Veterinary
Research (INIAV I.P), a State Laboratory of the
Ministry of Agriculture. Actually, in addition to being
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part of INIAV’s research team is, since 2014, Director
of that Research Station, coordinating the Animal
Production Sector of the Institute. Since 1980 has
developed applied research in Animal Science
and Technology in the Department of Feeding and
Nutrition of EZN where implemented the laboratory
of minerals and trace elements. After applying and
testing methodologies of mineral analysis by atomic
absorption spectrometry oriented the research in
two ways: 1 - Mineral characterisation of pasture
species, raw materials and compound feeds. 2 Studies of mineral bioavailability in ruminant feeding.
In this area studied the relationship soil-plant-animal
(grazing system), evaluating mineral availability,
imbalanced situations (deficiency/toxicity) and
the influence of the intake in the final product
(milk and cheese of grazing ewes). As responsible
by the laboratory of in vitro studies, since 1988,
implemented and tested the Rumen Simulation
Technique (RUSITEC), and the Danish Method of pig
digestion simulation (enzymatic method). Point 2 of
the previous topic was complemented by in vitro
studies of mineral solubility and rumen fermentation
patterns. In these subjects wrote the PhD Thesis
entitled ‘Study of the dynamics, nutritive value and
micromineral bioavailability of a pasture’. Actually
the research interests are focused on Circular
Economy and Zero residue and on the use of
agro industrial byproducts, new protein legumes,
microalgae and insects (BSF) as protein sources in
feeding. Is leading the area of Environmental Impact
and Climatic Changes in livestock production, at
INIAV, coordinating institutional participation in three
projects: ALGAVALOR - Microalgae: integrated
production and valorisation of biomass and its

various applications (2018-2021); ENTOVALOR –
Insects as an opportunity in residues valorisation
(2016-2020) and MICROGASTRICS – Developing
novel feed enzymes for improving the nutritional
value of microalgae for monogastrics (2015-2018).
The area of Environmental Impact and Climatic
Changes in livestock production, which is leading at
INIAV is also a priority. Coordinates the Operational
Group, GOEFLUENTS - Livestock Effluents: farm scale
effluent management towards agronomic and
energetic valorisation. As a follow up of this project
and within the scope of the Portuguese Innovation
Agenda 2030 ‘Terra Futura’, of the Ministry of
Agriculture, began the implementation of a LIVING
LAB on the topic of Effluents and coproducts of the
livestock activity (2021-2025). Another challenge is
the coordination of the Project INIAV-EZN – Center
for the Excellence in Agriculture and Agro industry
(CEAAI) on Research and Innovation Infrastructures.
(2019-2022). Among the different missions and
assignments, in recent years, the following stand
out:
• Member for the Advisory Committee of the
Joint Research Action FED-AMR: The role of free
extracellular DNA in dissemination of antimicrobial
resistance over ecosystem boundaries along the
food/feed chain. One Health EJP (2020-2022).
• Member of the Administration Board and Scientific
Committee of the Collaborative Laboratory
FEEDINOV - Innovative Feed Strategies for
Sustainable Animal Production, supported by the
Portuguese Science and Technology Foundation
(2019-2022).
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• Member of the Management Committee,
representing Portugal, of the COST Action CA 15215:
IPEMA - Innovative approaches in pork production
with entire males (2016-2020).

www.eaap.org
Golden Bell extract boosts health of piglets

• Observer representing Portugal, in the General
Assembly of the Animal Task Force. Since 2017.
• National Focal Point and Coordinator of INIAV
participation in the European Call for Tender
SANCO/2014/G3/026 -CASTRUM - Pig castration:
methods of anesthesia and analgesia for all pigs
and other alternatives for pigs used in traditional
products. Study on methods of anesthesia and
analgesia for the castration of all pigs and on
alternative methods to the castration of pigs used
in traditional products (2016).
Olga was just recently elected member of the EAAP
Council, representing Portugal and Spain. Years
ago she had been Secretary of the Animal Nutrition
Commission of the EAAP (2004-2007). Olga is proud
to invite you you to come to Portugal to appreciate
the sunshine, to taste the excellent food……and
to visit the mystic 13th century Cister Monastery of
Almoster .

A recently published paper confirms Golden
Bell extract improves health of piglets, with extra
benefits to the reproductive performance of the
sow. Golden Bell (Forsythia suspensa) extract is a
kind of medicinal herb consisting of 4 main bioactive
compounds (forsythiaside A, forythialan A, phillyrin
and phillygenin) which have been reported in early
studies to improve the antioxidant, microbiota
composition, anti-inflammatory functions, and
anti-allergic responses in both weaned piglets and
broilers. Read the full article on AllAboutFeed.

From EU (policies and projects)
The 3rd PPILOW newsletter is now available!
Enjoy your reading here! For receiving the future issues,
please sign up here.

From Science and Innovation

From Industry, Governments and
International Organizations

8 Strategies to fight heat stress in pig houses

Virtual event “Stop ASF: Public and Private
partnering for success”

At the start of a 4-year long research initiative
to design a practically and economically viable
long term heat plan for the swine industry, Belgian
researchers have drawn up 8 strategies that
can help pig producers fight heat stress related
problems. Read the full article on PigProgress.

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) and the World Organisation for Animal
Health (OIE), in collaboration with the International
Meat Secretariat (IMS) are organising a virtual event
“Stop ASF: Public and Private partnering for success”
on Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) on African
Swine Fever (ASF), to take place on 21 and 28 June
2021. The interpretation services will be provided
in English, French and Spanish. For registration and
more information visit the website, where useful
background documents, as well as the proposed
agenda can be found. Read here the Invitation
letter from Mr Keith Sumption, Chief Veterinary
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Officer, Leader Animal Health Programme (FAO)
and from Mr Jean-Philippe Dop, Deputy DirectorGeneral, Institutional Affairs and Regional Activities
(OIE).

Farm antibiotics use and new trade deals

nutrition on the biological performance of suckler
beef production systems, and how these influences
environmental sustainability. Deadline: 25th June
2021. For more information and application read
the job vacancy.

Two PhD positions at Polish Academy of
Sciences, Olsztyn, Poland

Concerns about excessive use of antibiotics in
the Australian poultry and livestock sectors has
prompted an alliance of medical, environmental
and animal welfare organisation to write to the UK’s
Secretary of State for International Trade, asking if
the issue is being taken seriously in new trade deals.
Read the full article on PoultryWorld.

Job offers
Director of the Roslin Institute, University of
Edinburgh, United Kingdom
The University of Edinburgh and the BBSRC are seeking
to appoint an outstanding scientist and visionary
leader to this prestigious post. The ideal candidate
will be an exceptional scientist with an international
reputation and an excellent track record in any
area of research relevant to the Institute’s strategic
mission. The new director will be expected to lead
their own internationally competitive programme
of research. Deadline: 23rd June 2021. For more
information and application read the job vacancy.

Beef Research Scientist at TEAGASC, Ireland
Teagasc is seeking to appoint a highly qualified
and enthusiastic researcher to develop and lead
a research programme in suckler beef production
systems. The successful candidate’s research
programme will have particular emphasis on
investigating the impact of animal genetics and

Two PhD positions are available at Institute of Animal
Reproduction and Food Research (Polish Academy
of Sciences) in the field of fish reproduction and
gamete biology. The PhD positions are fully funded
by the project granted by National Science Center
for Poland. Deadline for application: 15th July
2021. For more details and application visit the job
webpage.

Three-year postdoc position in poultry
behaviour and welfare at Aarhus University,
Denmark
At the Department of Animal Science, Aarhus
University, a postdoc position is available starting
on 1 October 2021 or soon after for a candidate
with a strong background in poultry behaviour
and welfare research. The assignments may
include investigating the causal background and
preventive measures of abnormal behaviours and
other poultry welfare issues, examining effects of
alternative housing systems and feeding strategies
on poultry behaviour and welfare and developing
Precision Livestock Farming solutions aimed at
improving poultry welfare. Deadline: 1st August
2021. Read the full job description at the university
homepage.

Genetic Services Specialist, at PIC, Canada
PIC is looking for a Genetic Services Specialist who will
be responsible for executing and communicating
genetic services to internal and external customers
of PIC in Canada. The goal of genetic services is to
maximize the success of our customers by ensuring
the delivery of superior genetics to their business
operations. The successful candidate provides
technical knowledge, advice and support to sales
representatives, resellers and customers during the
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sales process to resolve requests regarding product/
service technical issues and to maximize the benefits
derived from the organization’s products and/or
services. For more information and application read
the job vacancy.

Conferences and workshops
EAAP invites you to check the validity of the dates
for every single event published below and in the
Calendar of the website, due to the state of sanitary
emergency that World is currently dealing with.
August 30th – September 3rd 2021 in Davos,
Switzerland
72nd EAAP Annual Meeting
EAAP is delighted to invite you to the 72nd Annual
Meeting. It will be a hybrid event from August 30th
to September 3rd, 2021 in Davos, the highest town in
Europe situated in the alpine mountains of Switzerland
and home to the World Economic Forum (WEF).
Detailed information can be found on EAAP2021
website.
			--September 30th - October 1st 2021 in Balotesti,
Romania
16th Edition of the International Symposium of Animal
Biology and Nutrition
50 years of Research in Biology and Animal Nutrition
at IBNA
The Symposium is organised every two years by the
National Research and Development Institute for
Animal Biology and Nutrition Balotești. The event will
gathers experts and scientists in Biology and Animal
Nutritions, both European and worldwide, who will
present their most recent research focusing on current
scientific trends. More details on Symposium and
registration can be found on the Symposium page
and in the attached flyer.

October 21st – 22nd 2021, Paris, France
2nd Amino acid Academy Workshop
The 2nd Amino Acid Academy, organized by EAAP
and Ajinomoto Animal Nutrition Europe will take place
on the 21st and 22nd October 2021 in Paris, France.
The location will be the Grand Amphitheatre of the
National Museum of Natural History. Stay tuned for
more information in the upcoming weeks and save
the date!

			--July 3rd – 8th 2022, Rotterdam, The Netherlands
12th World Congress on Genetics Applied to
Livestock Production (WCGALP)
We are excited that the 12th World Congress on
Genetics Applied to Livestock Production will be
held in the Netherlands, between July 3rd and July
8th, 2022! The impact of Covid is at the front of our
minds. We are investigating all different options on
how to best deal with Covid-19 and ensure a safe
conference for all. We will make our final decision
before the call for abstract opens. This way we
can provide you with the best possible information.
Our website contains more & more information, so
please keep an eye on that. Because of the privacy
laws, we would like to ask you to actively sign up
for the mailing list, so we can keep you up to date.
Please visit the website. Follow us on: LinkedIn and
Twitter

More conferences and workshops are available on
EAAP website.
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“Life is a sum of all your choices. So, what are you doing today?”
(Albert Camus)

The Flash-e-news is the Official EAAP Newsletter. This interesting update about activities of the European animal
science community, presents information on leading research institutions in Europe and also informs on developments
in the industry sector related to animal science and production. The Newsletter is sent to all EAAP Members and
supporters. You are all invited to submit information for the newsletter. Please send information, news, text, photos and
logo to: marlene@eaap.org
EAAP Secretariat is located at the following address: Via G. Tomassetti 3, A/1 - Rome (Italy). Tel.: +39-06-44 20 26 39;
Fax: +39-06-44 26 67 98; E-mail: eaap@eaap.org
Production staff: Marlène Sciarretta, Federica Motterle, Andrea Rosati, Eleonora Azzaro, Milan Zjalic.
Graphics design and layout: Gianfilippo Ercolani.
Address Corrections: If your email address is going to be changed please send us the new one, so that we can
continue to deliver the Newsletter to you.
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